Maxwell found guilty 


Jury finds Ghislaine Maxwell guilty of five 
counts of sex trafficking. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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Sackler settlement 


Bankruptcy judge orders negotiations be 
held for reworked deal. NEWS, PAGE 10 
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UConn-Butler canceled 


Men’s game Saturday at XL Center is 
canceled due to virus. SPORTS, PAGE 1 
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Mostly cloudy 


Chance for a shower or sprinkles; 
a high of 45. SPORTS, PAGE 6 
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Hospitalizations pass 1K 


Lamont says free 
tests are delayed 


Connecticut’s much 
anticipated shipment of at- 
home rapid tests has been 
delayed due to shipping 
and warehouse problems, 
Gov. Ned Lamont said 
Wednesday. NEWS, PAGE 3 


CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


Most patients in hospital at a time since Jan. 20; 
Yale New Haven pauses visitations amid surge 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


More than 1,000 patients are 
now hospitalized with COVID- 
19 in Connecticut, reflecting a 
dramatic increase over recent days 


as the virus surges across the state. 

As of Wednesday, Connecticut 
has 1,113 patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19, up 150 from Monday 
and the most at atime since Jan. 20, 
near the peak of last winter’s surge. 
Hospitalizations have now nearly 


sextupled since the end of October. 
Late Wednesday afternoon, Gov. 
Ned Lamont announced that an 
expected delivery of three million 
COVID-19 at-home rapid tests 
and six million N95 masks will be 
delayed. The Connecticut National 
Guard is on standby at Bradley 
International Airport to unload the 
shipment when it arrives, said Max 
Reiss, a spokesman for Lamont. 


Demand for non-appointment tests grows higher, and sites struggle to keep up 
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Cars stretched back onto Route 71 at New Britain Stadium, where more than 140 cars were lined up by 8:30 a.m. Wednesday for COVID-19 testing. 
DON STACOM/HARTFORD COURANT 


Long lines, long waits 


By Don Stacom “T work in or California” James said. 
Hartford Courant health James had gotten his own test at the VA in Rocky 
ealtn care, SO Hill earlier in the week, where it went far smoother. 

Along the 140-car line that crept slowly through I anticipated a “Tt took less than 10 minutes there,’ James said. 

New Britain Stadium’s parking lot Wednesday ; “But you’ve got to do what you’ve got to do.” 

morning, there were plenty of reasons why people long line — but Well past the 100-car mark in the line, Kyler 

were willing to wait hours to get a COVID-19 test. if it’s like this Florer, Greg Ferni, Frank Romeo and Ethan Jowdy 
Jacob James, an off-duty nurse, was driving his waited in an SUV, knowing it would be another two 

wife and niece, who had been exposed at Christ- here, imagine hours at least. 

mas. They showed up at 6:50 a.m. — more than an “It’s not ideal, but we don’t have anything else 

hour before the official opening — but by 8:30 were New York or we have to do,” Florer said. The friends — all 20 

still at least 30 cars from the front. California.” and from Rocky Hill — got to a testing site at a 
“T work in health care, so I anticipated a long 

line — but if it’s like this here, imagine New York Jacob James Turn to Lines, Page 3 


Hartford has deadliest year since ’03 


2021 numbers through Dec. 29. 


By Christine Dempsey since 2003, when 16 people died “This was our most difficult 
Hartford Courant in anursing home arson. Four of and heartbreaking year in recent 50 
this year’s homicide victims were memory when it comes to homi- 
With 35 homicides as of late children—oneonly3yearsold. cides, and the fact that our expe- 40 
December, this year has been While cities across the state rience was shared by cities across 
an exception- and nationalsoare the country is little comfort,’ 30 
ally deadly one TOP 10 seeing moreblood- Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin 
for Hartford. shed, Hartford’s _ said. 
Homicides STORIES OF 2021 homicide rate “The effects of violence like ee 
increased 40% exceeds that ofthe _ this are devastating to families, to 


from 2020, when the year ended 
with 25. 

While other crimes have 
declined, the capital city had 
more killings than in any year 


neighborhoods, and to our whole 10 
community, and my heart is with 
everyone who has lost aloved one 


biggest city in the state, Bridge- 
port, which had 21 homicides as 
of Dec. 17,and New Haven, which 
had 25 homicide victims as of 
Dec. 19. 





85 


Turn to Homicides, Page 2 


Hartford homicides 


Annual Hartford homicides from 1985 through 2021. 


2021:35 
| 1994: 55 





“We are utilizing every single 
tool at our disposal across all of 
our agencies to get these tests in 
the state and distributed as fast as 
we possibly can,” Reiss said. 

Planned distribution of the test 
kits in municipalities across the 
state will likely be delayed until 
late Thursday or Friday. 
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Tests 
are vital, 


but hard 
to find 


Here’s what to know 
as critical tool turns 
increasingly scarce 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


With drive-through sites 
overrun and at-home tests 
often sold out, Connecticut 
residents are having a harder 
time than ever getting screened 
for COVID-19. 

This has created frustration, 
confusion and plenty of ques- 
tions. Here is what to know 
about who should be tested for 
COVID-19, where to find tests 
and more. 

Who should seek a COVID- 
19 test? 

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
currently recommends testing 
for these groups: 

M@ People with symptoms of 
COVID-19 

@ People who have had close 
contact with someone who 
has COVID-19 (with an excep- 
tion for those who previously 
had the disease within the past 
three months and do not have 
new symptoms) 

@ People who have been asked 
or required to get tested for 
work, school, travel or another 
similar reason 

With testing hard to come by 
in recent days, some Connecti- 
cut residents have reported 
forgoing the tests altogether 
and simply assuming they have 
COVID-19. Dr. Ulysses Wu, an 
infectious disease specialist at 
Hartford HealthCare, says that 
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SOURCE: Hartford Police Department 


Some Connecticut families to get tax credit boost OPINION... News,13 = Puzzles uu... Living, 3,5 33-00 oe 2021 
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Nearly 200,000 low-to-moderate income families who benefit from the earned income tax Wo jac=1g) eemerennre rer News, 2 Hartford Courant 


credit will soon receive an extra refund, Gov. Ned Lamont announced Wednesday. PAGE 6 Classified........... News, 14-15 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


Homicides 


from Page 1 


or a friend, or simply been 
exposed to this trauma,” 
Bronin said. 

The Hartford Courant 
selected Hartford homicides 
as one of the top 10 stories 
for 2021. 

Courant editors selected 
the top stories of the year 
based on reader interest and 
significance. 


Baby ‘Jun Jun’ fatally shot 
while sitting in car: Most 
jarring were the deaths of 
four children — three teen- 
agers and a 3-year-old who 
was sitting in a parked car. 

The death of Randell 
Tarez “Jun Jun” Jones sent 
shockwaves through the 
state. Like many 3-year- 
olds, he was an active little 
boy who was “always ready 
to go,” said his mother, 
Solmary Cruz. 

Even if you’re a stranger, 
“he’s running up to you, 
giving a hug,” Cruz said 
recently. 

‘Jun Jun” was killed in a 
drive-by shooting April 10 
while sitting with his two 
sisters, ages 4 and 5, ina 
parked car at Nelson and 
Garden streets in the city’s 
North End. Police said the 
shooter was aiming for the 
man in the front passenger 
seat. 

Two hours after the 
deadly shooting, another 
young person died. Ja’Mari 
Preston, 16, was gunned 
down behind a home on 
Magnolia Street less than a 
mile away. Police at Garden 
and Nelson could hear the 
gunfire, which littered the 
ground with 75 shell casings 
from different guns. Police 
acknowledged the shoot- 
ings were likely connected, 
although they haven’t 
confirmed that the second 
was in retaliation for the 
first. 

Jaziah Smith, 19, and 
Tyquam Malone, 16, were 
arrested in April and 
charged with murder. 

Asked how her young 
daughters are coping, Cruz 
said, “They’re doing alright. 
They’re holding up.” 

“It’s been a rough patch,” 
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Solmary Cruz, left, mourns the death of her son, 3-year-old 
Randell Jones, with family friend Jenzalee Quiroz, 17, ata 
candlelight vigil on April 12 in Hartford. COURANT FILE 


she said. “But every day it 
gets better.” 


Deadly shooting of Sylvia 
Cordova in her kitchen: A 
56-year-old grandmother 
also was taken by gunfire 
in 2021. 

Sylvia “Pebbles” Cordova 
was cooking dinner in her 
first-floor Sisson Avenue 
apartment June 9 when 
someone on a motorized 
scooter fired an assault 
weapon from the street, 
allegedly aiming for people 
who had robbed him of 
his Yamaha dirt bike at 
gunpoint, police said. 
Bullets pierced the walls of 
Cordova’s home. One struck 
her in the head, killing her. 
It was one of two deadly 
shootings that day. 

Cordova r was known for 
serving visitors her Puerto 
Rican cooking. 

“She took care of people,” 
a former neighbor said. 
“She was just a wonderful 
person all the way around.” 

Omar Reyes, 21, was 
arrested in June in Puerto 
Rico and charged with 
murder in Cordova’s death. 
He was extradited to Hart- 
ford in July and arraigned 
on charges of murder, 
conspiracy to commit 
murder and possession 
of an assault weapon and 
high-capacity magazine. 


Peacebuilder Brian Oliver 
gunned down: Cordova and 
Randell were well outside 
the age range of the typi- 
cal city homicide victim in 
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Hartford this year. Most 
were in their 20s and 30s. 

Some of the teens and 
young adults who died were 
on the radar of city commu- 
nity groups that reach out 
to at-risk youth, and a few 
even worked themselves to 
stop gun violence. 

One of the latter was 
Brian Oliver, 21. Oliver was 
gunned down early on the 
morning of July 19 outside 
an Irving Street home after 
a fight at a North End party 
a few blocks away, court 
papers show. 

He was one of the young 
people working to stop the 
violence as a Peacebuilder 
with the Compass Youth 
Collaborative, said Warren 
Hardy, 48, a youth activist 
and counselor who works 
with the organization. 

Hardy was crushed when 
he heard the news. 

“I’m still feeling it. I 
wanted to throw in the 
towel, but I’m not going to 
do it,” he said. “Brian was 
like, to me, the bright spot 
in my life. He reminded me 
so much of myself. He was 
very smart.” 

Hardy once told him he 
needed Oliver. After that, 
Oliver would call him and 
say,” ‘Hey, I’m just checking 
in on you, ” Hardy said. 

“He was like a brother to 
me.” 

Police charged Joshua 
White, 21, with murder, 
conspiracy to commit 
murder and a series of 
weapons offenses. He 
appeared in a Hartford 
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courtroom in October in 
front of a dozen members 
of Oliver’s family. 


Makhi Buckly, grand- 
son of violence preven- 
tion advocate, fatally shot: 
Another death that shocked 
the community was that of 
Makhi Buckly. Buckly was 
a freshman at American 
International College in 
Springfield, where he played 
football. He was the only 
grandson of Carl Hardrick, 
a lifelong street violence 
prevention worker at Hart- 
ford’s Wilson-Gray YMCA 
known as “Brother Carl.” 

The 19-year-old was 
fatally shot in broad daylight 
on Memorial Day in the 
city’s Southwest neighbor- 
hood. 

The next day, his grand- 
father told the Courant his 
grandson was a competi- 
tive athlete who loved his 
family. Hardrick helped 
raise Buckly and got the teen 
involved in YMCA Camp 
Woodstock in northeastern 
Connecticut. 

Buckly also was known 
to Hartford Communities 
That Care, an organization 
that works to create drug 
and violence-free environ- 
ments for young people, 
families and responds to 
crises like the shooting 
that took his life. Andrew 
Woods, HCTC’s executive 
director, said Buckly did 
a presentation on chang- 
ing violent behaviors in an 
HCTC summer leadership 
program, where he was 
highly respected. 

Jaquan Graham, 19, is 
accused of killing Buckly in 
an apparent gun trade gone 
wrong over the backyard 
fence of Graham’s South- 
west neighborhood home, 
where he was under house 
arrest for a separate case at 
the time of the shooting. 


Homicide rate ‘frus- 
trating’: Hartford Chief of 
Police Jason Thody said the 
surge in homicides has been 
frustrating. 

“This has been a chal- 
lenging and frustrating 
year for us when it comes 
to the number of homi- 
cides. While we recognize 
that this is a broader trend, 


we have worked tirelessly, 
both internally and with our 
community, judicial and law 
enforcement partners, to 
both prevent violent crimes 
from happening and to hold 
those that have committed 
them accountable,” he said. 

Police made arrests in 
most of the highlighted 
homicide cases. As of Dec. 
17, they solved 61.76% of the 
34 they investigated. City 
police don’t count the Jan. 
6 deadly shooting of a man 
in Hartford by members of 
a federal task force, which 
was determined to be justi- 
fied, as a homicide because 
they weren’t the investi- 
gators. The clearance rate 
is slightly higher than the 
national average for 2019, 
the latest year available. 

Thody said the depart- 
ment’s homicide clear- 
ance rate last year was even 
better, 76% of the 25 cases. 

Police took a stunningly 
large number of guns off the 
streets in 2021 — 543 — 213 
of which were collected at 
gun buyback events. The 
other 330 were seized or 
recovered, a 31% increase 
over the number of guns 
seized last year, Thody said. 

The chief also listed other 
steps police took to counter 
the increase in homicides, 
particularly those by gunfire. 
He said police in March 
started a Shooting Response 
Team to investigate nonfatal 
shootings and recently added 
two detectives to the team. 
In addition, the department 
added two detectives to the 
Crime Scene Division and 
began a program with the 
state forensic lab that speeds 
up DNA analysis, giving a 
preliminary result in two 
hours. 

Thody said there seems 
to be different reasons 
for the increase in deadly 
violence, which makes the 
problem harder to attack. 

“One thing that has made 
the increase more difficult 
to manage is that we have 
not found any one single 
driver of this violence, 
but rather a multitude of 
causes including narcotics, 
auto theft, group afhliation 
and, most notably, the rapid 
escalation of very personal 
disputes,” the chief said. 
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The late lotto numbers were not 
drawn in time for this edition. For 
results, please visit courant.com/ 


“As such, our team has 
reacted to this increase with 
a very diverse approach, 
including bolstering our 
narcotics and illegal fire- 
arm enforcement, creating 
a regional auto-theft task 
force, and creating new 
units like the Crime Reduc- 
tion Teams and the Nonfa- 
tal Shooting Response 
Team,” Thody said. “While 
we have seen some signifi- 
cant improvements in crime 
categories like aggravated 
assault, robbery and nonfa- 
tal shootings that are gener- 
ally indicative of homicide 
trends, we will continue to 
work with our partners to 
find ways to reduce violent 
crime in our community.” 

The mayor said the 
police alone can’t prevent 
homicides. The courts and 
community have to be on 
board. 

“I’m deeply grateful 
for the tremendous work 
our police department 
has done, not only in solv- 
ing homicide cases to help 
bring both closure and 
justice, but in dramatically 
increasing the number of 
arrests in nonfatal shoot- 
ings and taking a tremen- 
dous number of illegal guns 
off the street,” Bronin said. 
“T do believe that the court 
system and the probation 
system need to do more 
to hold perpetrators of 
gun violence accountable, 
particularly when it comes 
to repeat gun offenders who 
our police have arrested 
again and again. 

“Needless to say, the 
scourge of gun violence 
can’t be solved by law 
enforcement alone, and 
we’ve worked hard to 
expand partnerships with 
community organizations 
and others doing the hugely 
important work of violence 
intervention, de-escala- 
tion, mental health support, 
trauma treatment, and 
support to justice-involved 
youth and adults,” he said. 
“We’ve committed unprec- 
edented resources to that 
mission, and I’m grateful to 
all who do that work.” 


Christine Dempsey may 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 
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12/30 The Adam Ezra Group 


A one-of-a-kind, folk-rock- community-driven 
experience, propelled by the spirit of the people 


in front of the stage. 


12/31 Best of the Boston Comedy Festival 


&W/1 Take a break from all the family time and head 
out to The Kate to get the last laugh on 2018 
compliments of the Boston Comédy Festival 


circuit. 


1/1 Beyond Purple: Deep Purple Tribute 
The show starts off early Deep Purple Hits with 


an energy of an authentic Deep Purple Sh 
ith the Hits of Rainbow, Whitesnake 


along W 
and Dio. 


1/8 MET Opera in HD: Cinderella 


On the Kate’s Big Screen. Laurent Pelly’s story- 

book staging of Massenet’s Cendrillon, a hit of 
—18 season, is presented with an 

all-new English translation in an abridged 90 


the 201 


minutes. 


1/8 DA Foster & the Shaboo All Stars 


David Foster is a charismatic band leader who 


OW, 


has worked with such artists as B.B. King, the 
Temptations, and Keith Richards. 


1/13 The Brit Pack with Matt Nakoa 


A Journie through a dynamic blend of British 
clas 


sics known and 
Beatles, Rolling Stones 


loved by all, including The 


Quéen, David Bowie, 


Elton John, The Who, Oasis, Radiohead, The 
Police, Amy Winehouse and many more. 


1/14 Rock this Town Orchestra 


The Ultimate Brian Setzer Orchestra Tribute. 
Blending a vibrant fusion of the American 


sounds of classic 50’s R&R and 


big band swing 


with the energy of contemporary culture. 


1/15 The Hit Men 


the real auys who performed with legendary 


artists- 


Venue Sponsored By: 
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GOWRIE 
GROUP 
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€ Hit Men: Classic Rock Supergroup. 
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Distribution of free 
virus tests delayed 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut’s much 
anticipated shipment of 
at-home rapid COVID-19 
tests has been delayed due 
to shipping and warehouse 
problems, Gov. Ned Lamont 
said Wednesday evening. 

Lamont has ordered the 
Connecticut National Guard 
to be on standby overnight 
at Bradley International 
Airport to unload the ship- 
ment of millions of at-home 
tests arriving from Califor- 
nia. 

“We are utilizing every 
single tool at our disposal 
across all of our agencies to 
get these tests in the state 
and distributed as fast as 
we possibly can,” said Max 
Reiss, spokesman for Gov. 
Lamont. 

Lamont said the delay is 
“is clearly a shipping and 
distribution bottleneck 
on the West Coast amid 
unprecedented interna- 
tional demand for tests.” 

The bottleneck poten- 
tially jeopardizes the distri- 
bution plans scheduled by 
municipalities across the 
state, which had rushed 
in recent days to organize 
delivery methods and hire 
volunteers. It was not imme- 
diately clear when it would 
be resolved. 

In a phone call briefing 
with municipal officials, 
state officials expressed 
hope but did not have a 
guarantee that the tests will 
arrive overnight, according 
to a municipal official who 
was on the call. 

Municipal officials were 
told that the tests are on 
an airplane labeled for 
Connecticut, but the plane 
was not in the air as of 
Wednesday evening, accord- 
ing to East Hartford Mayor 
Mike Walsh, who was also 
on the call. 

“I want to thank our 
municipal and emergency 
management partners who 
have quickly and efficiently 
established their methods 
of distribution of the tests, 
clearly communicating 
them to their communities,” 
Lamont said. 

“My administration is 
in regular communication 
with city and town leaders, 
and we will provide updates 
as we have them in order 
to distribute the tests as 
quickly as possible,’ Lamont 
added. 

Connecticut has bought 
three million COVID-19 
at-home rapid tests and six 
million N95 masks. The first 


Lines 
from Page 1 


West Hartford urgent care 
at 7:15 a.m., but said people 
in the line were sent away 
at 7:30. Some of them have 
elderly relatives visiting for 
the weekend, so getting tests 
was their morning goal. 

About 20 cars behind 
them, Jayda Johnson of New 
Britain showed pictures of 
crowds from outside a couple 
of local pharmacies that she’d 
tried first. Both places are 
offering no-appointment 
tests, and by 8 a.m. there were 
long lines of people standing 
outside in the cold. 

“T’d rather be in the car 
where it’s warm,” Johnson 
said. “The supervisor at my 
job said I can’t go back until I 
get tested. I went Christmas 
shopping with my cousin and 
she ended up getting it.” 

New Britain Stadium and 
the former Bristol Centre 
Mall site across from Bristol 
City Hall are both operating 
as no-appointment, drive- 
through test sites run by 
Genesys Diagnostics under a 
state contract. In both loca- 
tions, lines have grown from 
long to extraordinarily longin 
the past week or two, creating 
traffic concerns as cars back 
up onto city streets. 

“Genesys only provides 
staff for testing, they don’t 
have crowd control or any of 
that. Last week it started to 
get out of control, we needed 
to start sending the PD there 
to do traffic and help with the 
end of the line,” New Britain 
Mayor Erin Stewart said. 

A Genesys staffer at New 
Britain on Wednesday 
morning said the company 
is adding hours at the New 
Britain and Bristol locations, 
which each have been oper- 
ating only three or four daysa 
week. The posted hours are 8 


wave — with one million 
tests — had been expected 
to arrive Wednesday night. 

Hartford, which was set 
to receive over 15,000 tests 
from the state, announced 
Wednesday it had recently 
received its own ship- 
ment of about 8,000 test 
kits purchased on its own. 
Distribution will begin at 10 
a.m. Thursday at seven loca- 
tions across the city. 

Some distribution plans 
on Thursday have been 
delayed, perhaps until 
Friday. 

Bristol was one of the first 
communities to announce it 
would push back its drive- 
through distribution opera- 
tion, which was planned for 
Thursday evening. 

“We just found out the kits 
are still in California,” Bris- 
tol Mayor Jeff Caggiano said 
Wednesday evening. “The 
state asked us to get these 
out to people by the week- 
end, but they never had a 
guarantee they’d be here by 
now.” 

East Hartford is putting 
their testing operation on 
hold, but are not canceling 
them in the event the ship- 
ment arrives overnight. 
Distribution was sched- 
uled to begin at noon on 
Thursday. The same holds 
for Tolland, where officials 
urged residents to stay home 
until the shipment’s delivery 
can be confirmed. 

Matt Hart, West Hartford 
town manager, said town 
officials will issue an update 
around 10 a.m. Thursday 
regarding their distribution, 
which are supposed to begin 
Friday. 

Walsh, East Hartford 
mayor, said he had great 
faith in the ability of the 
state’s National Guard 
members to efficiently 
unload the shipment when 
it arrives, but wasn’t opti- 
mistic the kits will arrive by 
Thursday morning. 

“If we don’t have a defin- 
itive location [of the kits], I 
find it hard to believe we’re 
going to be able to tell folks 
with any certainty that 
they’re going to be on the 
ground by, you know, eight 
o’clock in the morning and 
available for distribution,” 
Walsh said. 

“Overall I’m disappointed, 
but we’re doing the best we 
can with the information 
we have,” he added, “and I 
think the vast majority of 
the community understands 
that.” 


Courant staff writer Don 
Stacom contributed. 


a.m. to 4 p.m., but periodically 
a staffer cuts off the line when 
it gets so long that they might 
not be able to handle every- 
one left, she said. 

“We can open up again 
after that if we’re caught up,” 
she said. 

On Wednesday, a staffer 
put up red traffic cones to 
end the line around 9 a.m., 
but some drivers went 
around them. About an hour 
later,a Genesys worker drove 
about three-quarters of the 
way down the line, put out 
more cones and told every- 
one behind them — dozens 
of drivers, some who’d been 
waiting more than an hour — 
to leave. 

The New Britain loca- 
tion is doing about 500 tests 
a day; a nurse uses a nasal 
swab while the patient waits 
in the vehicle. The company 
asks for insurance informa- 
tion, but the Genesys worker 
said it isn’t processed. The 
tests are paid for by the state, 
and uninsured people aren’t 
turned away. 

Waterbury, New Haven 
and Hartford testing sites 
have experienced a similar 
crush of business as COVID- 
19 has flared up in Connecti- 
cut during the holiday season. 

At the Beacon Prescrip- 
tions store downtown, a 
crowd of 50 stretched along 
the Main Street sidewalk to 
the American Savings build- 
ing Wednesday morning. 
They stood in 37-degree 
weather, and one grand- 
mother who took her 5-year- 
old grandson for a short walk 
to break up the wait said she’s 
concerned about later in the 
winter. 

“What do we do then? It’s 
going to be cold,” she said. 

A Beacon staffer emerged 
from the pharmacy around 
10 a.m. to announce the line 
would be divided into two, 
with some patients using a 
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People wait for a test at Bradley International Airport in Windsor Locks Wednesday. JESSICA HILL/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Virus 


from Page 1 


As COVID-19 hospitalizations have 
climbed, health care workers say they 
have increasingly struggled to care for 
patients. 

“We have people spending 
extended periods of time in emer- 
gency rooms because there aren’t 
beds,” said Dr. Mark Siegel, a pulmo- 
nary and critical care physician at Yale 
New Haven Hospital. 

Yale New Haven Health announced 
Wednesday it would pause all visita- 
tion to its facilities, with exceptions 
for people who require support 
under Americans with Disabilities 
Act guidelines and for people who are 
imminently dying. 

Connecticut’s recent increase 
in hospitalizations comes at a time 
when the state continues to experi- 
ence record numbers of new cases. On 
Wednesday, the state reported 7,520 
new cases, a new single-day record, 
with a test positivity rate of nearly 
18%. 

Dr. Ulysses Wu, an infectious 
disease specialist at Hartford Health- 
Care, said the recent spike owes to a 
combination of the omicron variant 
and human behaviors. 

“People have thrown caution to 
the wind. I don’t think COVID is on 
their consciousness anymore,” Wu 
said. “Omicron is contributing to it, 
but if everybody was masking and 
everybody was social distancing and 
everyone was boosted and vaccinated, 
we would have no transmissions, but 
everyone’s not doing that.” 

According to the state, 73.9% of 
people hospitalized with COVID-19 
are unvaccinated. Hospital officials 
say the rate is even higher when look- 
ing specifically at people with severe 


symptoms. 


Cases and positivity rate: Connecti- 
cut reported 7,520 new COVID-19 
cases Wednesday out of 42,295 tests, 
for a daily positivity rate of 17.78%, 


Daily coronavirus hospitalizations 
Hospitalizations from June 1, 2021 to December 28, 2021. 
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surpassing Tuesday as the highest 
single-day rate since widespread test- 
ing began. The state’s seven-day posi- 
tivity rate now stands at 12.27%, easily 
the highest of any time in the past 18 
months. 

The 7,520 cases Connecticut 
reported Wednesday are the most 
on a single of any time during the 
pandemic. The state has now aver- 
aged 4,478 daily COVID-19 cases over 
the past week, up about 13-fold since 
the first week of November. 

Unvaccinated residents have been 
about four times as likely to test posi- 
tive in recent weeks as vaccinated 
residents, according to state numbers. 

All eight Connecticut counties 
— along with nearly the rest of the 
country — are currently recording 
“high” levels of COVID-19 transmis- 
sion as defined by the federal Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
With this level of transmission, the 
CDC advises people to wear a mask 
in public indoor settings. 


Deaths: Connecticut reports 
COVID-19 deaths on Thursdays. Last 


week, the state recorded 75 deaths, 
bringing its total during the pandemic 
to 9,077. 

As COVID-19 cases and hospital- 
izations have surged in Connecticut 
over recent weeks, deaths have risen 
but still remain far below the levels 
recorded last winter. 

The United States has now recorded 
821,722 COVID-19 deaths, according 
to the Coronavirus Resource Center 
at Johns Hopkins University. 


Vaccinations: As of Wednesday, 
88.3% of all Connecticut residents and 
95% of those 12 and older had received 
at least one COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
while 74.5% of all residents and 83.6% 
of those 12 and older were fully vacci- 
nated, according to the CDC. 

Additionally, about 40.7% of fully 
vaccinated Connecticut residents 18 
or older have received a booster dose. 

The CDC warns that booster shots 
are sometimes misclassified as first 
doses, likely inflating the reported 
number of first-dose coverage and 
understating the true number of 
people who have received boosters. 


different entrance. But even 
afterward there were still 
about 30 people along Main 
Street. 

Two days after waiting 
for more than two hours at 
the New Britain Stadium 
site, David Steinberg of West 
Hartford got the news he was 
hoping for. 

“We got two of four results 
by this morning — negative. 
Phew,” Steinberg said. 

Two other test results 
could arrive on Thursday; 
Genesys has said wait times 
are up to 72 hours because of 
the enormous demand. 

On Monday morning, 
Steinberg and his wife packed 
games and snacks for their 
l-year-old and 4-year-old 
and headed to New Britain 
Stadium. They arrived at 
7:45 a.m. and took another 
2% hours to finish. 

“This week, seems like if 
you don’t get there before 8, 
you will wait 3-plus hours,” 
he wrote on the Neighbors 
and Friends in West Hartford 
page on Facebook. “When 
we left there were about 130 
people in line at 10 a.m.” 

Steinberg, whose family 
had hosted a dinner where a 
guest’s 3-year-old later tested 
positive, had plenty of praise 
for the other patients as well 
as the staff. 

“Tt seemed everyone kept 
their cool. I think people 
knew the situation: we have 
arapidly spreading new vari- 
ant and everyone was meet- 
ing up for the holidays,” he 
said. 

“It makes me want to 
volunteer. Staffat testing sites 
might be run-down at this 
point and they might need 
some fresh volunteers,” he 
said. “The staff was amazing. 
They were efficient but with 
great bedside manner. From 
what I could see, three staff 
in total. Working as a team, 
the best they could.” 


Tests 


from Page 1 


approach can work only if 
people are diligent about 
staying apart from others. 

“We don’t need the tests 
if everybody follows [safety 
protocols] to the letter ofthe 
law, but nobody does,” Wu 
said. “People are still coming 
to work when they’re sick.” 

With resources scarce, 
Wu said he doesn’t advise 
testing for people who don’t 
have symptoms and haven’t 
had a potential exposure. 

“T would wait for expo- 
sures, I would wait for if 
youre sick,” he said. 

How long after expo- 
sure should someone get 
tested? 

According to the CDC, 
vaccinated people who 
come in contact with some- 
one who has COVID-19 
should be tested 5-7 days 
after that exposure, while 
unvaccinated people should 
be tested immediately after 
being exposed, then again 
5-7 days later if symptoms 
develop. 

People who develop 
COVID-19 symptoms — 
fever, cough, shortness of 
breath, fatigue and more — 
are advised to seek testing 
immediately. 

A spokesperson for the 
Connecticut Department 
of Public Health said the 
agency recommends follow- 
ing the CDC’s guidance and 
testing on the fifth day after 
exposure. 

Where are tests 
currently available? 

Connecticut residents can 
seek COVID-19 tests from 
local pharmacies, includ- 
ing CVS and Walgreens, 
though prompt appoint- 
ments there are increas- 
ingly difficult to find. They 
may also purchase at-home 


“We don’t need the tests if everybody 
follows [safety protocols] to the letter of 
the law, but nobody does. People are still 
coming to work when they’re sick.” 


Dr. Ulysses Wu, an infectious disease specialist at 


Hartford HealthCare 


tests online or in stores. 

Additionally, more than a 
dozen state-supported test- 
ing sites have popped up 
in recent weeks, spanning 
across Connecticut. Sites in 
the Hartford area include: 
@ Corner of Albany Ave & 
Woodland Streetin Hartford 
(Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
Tuesday and Thursday 
11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Saturday 11 
a.m.-4 p.m.) 

MVeterans Memorial 
Stadium in New Britain 
(Monday and Wednesday 
8 am.-4 p.m.; Friday and 
Saturday 12-7 p.m.) 

@ City Hall Parking Lot in 
Bristol (Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 12-7 p.m.) 

—@ Cross Street AME Zion 
Church in Middletown 
(Tuesday 3-6 p.m., Thursday 
9 a.m.-12 p.m., Saturday 1-4 
p.m.) 

@ Parking lot at 13 Orange 
St in Meriden (Tuesday 
and Saturday 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Thursday 3-6 p.m.) 

All of the those locations, 
as well as more of the other 
sites supported by the state, 
will be closed on New Year’s 
Day. 

A full list of state-sup- 
ported sites across 
Connecticut is available at 
portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/ 
Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/ 
State-Supported-COVID- 
Testing-Sites. 

Other sites, such as one 
at Bradley International 
Airport, have opened in 
recent days as well. 


What types of tests are 
available? 

There are two main types 
of tests that can reveal if 
someone has COVID-19: 
PCR tests and antigen tests. 

PCR tests are the most 
reliable method of detect- 
ing the disease, even when 
someone is not symptom- 
atic, but results often take 
several days. 

Antigen tests — including 
those that can be admin- 
istered at home — are less 
sensitive and therefore 
often fail to detect COVID- 
19 in the early days of infec- 
tion and while someone 
is shedding the virus, but 
can deliver results within 
minutes. 

Experts say asymptom- 
atic people should be care- 
ful relying on antigen tests 
due to their high rate of 
false negatives, particularly 
in people who have not yet 
developed symptoms. 

When are more testing 
options coming? 

Gov. Ned Lamont 
announced this week that 
the state will distribute three 
million COVID-19 tests, as 
well as N95 masks, to state 
residents. 

Distribution, which is 
being managed at the town 
level, was set to begin Thurs- 
day, but has been postponed 
due to “shipping and ware- 
house delays.” 

In addition, the federal 
government has promised to 
distribute 500 million rapid 
tests beginning next month. 


4 Hartford Courant | Section! | Thursday, December 30, 2021 


WORLD&NATION 








WWW.COURANT.COM 











Maxwell guilty i in sex abuse case 


Jury finds socialite 
eroomed teenage 
victims for Epstein 


By Tom Hays 
and Larry Neumeister 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — British 
socialite Ghislaine Maxwell 
was convicted Wednesday 
of luring teenage girls to be 
sexually abused by Amer- 
ican millionaire Jeffrey 
Epstein. 

The verdict capped a 
monthlong trial featur- 
ing sordid accounts of the 
sexual exploitation of girls 
as young as 14, told by four 
women who described 
being abused as teens in 
the 1990s and early 2000s 
at Epstein’s palatial homes 
in Florida, New Mexico and 
New York. 

Jurors deliberated for 
five full days before finding 
Maxwell guilty of five of six 
counts. 

She faces the likelihood 
of years in prison — an 
outcome long sought by 
women who spent years 
fighting in civil courts to 
hold Maxwell accountable 
for her role in recruiting and 
grooming Epstein’s teenage 
victims and sometimes join- 


NEWS BRIEFING 





A courtroom sketch shows 
Ghislaine Maxwell at her trial 
Wednesday in New York. 
ELIZABETH WILLIAMS/AP 


ing in the sexual abuse. 

The defense had insisted 
Maxwell was a victim of 
a vindictive prosecution 
devised to deliver justice 
to women deprived of their 
main villain when Epstein 
killed himself while await- 
ing trial in 2019. 

During the trial, prosecu- 
tors called 24 witnesses to 
give jurors a picture of life 
inside Epstein’s homes — a 
subject of public fascination 
and speculation ever since 
his 2006 arrest in Florida in 
a child sex case. 

A housekeeper testified 


Russian court orders 
ban on second rights 
eroup in as many days 


From news services 


MOSCOW — A Moscow 
court ordered the closure of 
one of Russia’s most prom- 
inent human rights groups 
Wednesday, a day after its 
parent organization also was 
shut down. 

The ruling by Moscow’s 
City Court will close the 
Memorial Human Rights 
Center, which keeps a tally of 
political prisoners. On Tues- 
day, the country’s Supreme 
Court ordered the shutter- 
ing of Memorial Interna- 
tional, which was founded in 
1989 by Soviet dissidents to 
preserve memories of Soviet 
repression. 

The shutdowns reflected 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
determination to control 
the narrative of some of the 
most painful and repressive 
chapters in Russian history 
and keep dissidents at bay. 
Since January, the Kremlin 
has accelerated a campaign 
to stifle dissent, clamp- 
ing down on independent 
media, religious groups and 
political opponents. 

Memorial’s list of politi- 
cal prisoners stands at 435 
names — twice as many as 
the government acknowl- 
edged in the late Soviet 
period. Prosecutors accused 
the human rights group of 
justifying “international 
terrorist and extremist orga- 
nizations” by including on 
its list imprisoned members 
of religious groups such as 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

That list includes Alexei 
Navalny, a prominent oppo- 
sition leader, who was 
poisoned with what West- 
ern intelligence agencies 
believe is a Russian-made 
nerve agent. 

Prosecutors said the 
group promoted “biased 
materials on human rights 
topics” that were used to 
discredit “the structure of 
the Russian Federation.” 
They said members of the 
organization had “partici- 
pated in all protest move- 


ments” and “supported all 
protests aimed at destabiliz- 
ing the country,” including 
Navalny’s Anti-Corruption 
Foundation. 

Prosecutors also accused 
the group of failing to 
comply with a 2012 “foreign 
agent” law, the same reason 
the Supreme Court gave 
Tuesday in closing down 
Memorial International. 
The law requires desig- 
nated organizations to meet 
onerous financial reporting 
rules and to add a disclaimer 
to all public communication 
warning it was produced by 
a “foreign agent.” 

The human rights center 
was named a “foreign agent” 
in 2013, shortly after the 
law came into effect, while 
Memorial International, its 
parent group, was desig- 
nated as such in 2016. 


Nuclear treaty conference: 
An international conference 
onalandmark Cold War-era 
nuclear treaty is poised to be 
postponed because corona- 
virus cases are surging in the 
host city of New York. 

Already delayed multi- 
ple times because of the 
pandemic, the Non-Prolifer- 
ation Treaty Review Confer- 
ence was to start Jan. 4 at the 
United Nations’ headquar- 
ters, bringing delegations 
from around the world 
together to discuss the state 
of the 1970 pact. 

But after the U.N. 
expressed concerns Monday 
about the resurgent virus 
and said the world body 
couldn’t staff an in-person 
conference, participants 
were reluctant to proceed, 
conference President-des- 
ignate Gustavo Zlauvinen 
said in a letter Tuesday to 
the group. 

He said the event would 
be put off if participants 
didn’t tell him otherwise by 
Wednesday evening. 

It’s not yet clear how long 
the gathering would be 
delayed, or whether all or 
some of the events might be 


he was expected to be “blind, 
deaf and dumb” about the 
private lives of Epstein, a 
financier who cultivated 
friendships with influen- 
tial politicians and business 
tycoons, and Maxwell, who 
had led a jet-setting life- 
style as the favorite child of 
a media mogul. 

Pilots took the witness 
stand and dropped the 
names of luminaries — 
Britain’s Prince Andrew 
and former Presidents Bill 
Clinton and Donald Trump 
— who flew on Epstein’s 
private jets. 

Jurors saw physical 
evidence like a folding 
massage table once used 
by Epstein and a “black 
book” that listed contact 
information for some of the 
victims under the heading 
“massages.” 

There were bank records 
showing he had transferred 
$30.7 million to Maxwell, 
his longtime companion — 
one-time girlfriend, later 
employee. 

But the core of the prose- 
cution was the testimony of 
four women who said they 
were victimized by Maxwell 
and Epstein at tender ages. 

Three testified using first 
names or pseudonyms to 
protect their privacy: Jane, 


a television actress; Kate, a 
former model from Great 
Britain; and Carolyn, now a 
mom recovering from drug 
addiction. 

The fourth was Annie 
Farmer, a psychologist who 
chose to use her real name 
after being vocal about her 
allegations in recent years. 

They echoed one another 
in their descriptions of 
Maxwell’s behavior: She 
used charm and gifts to 
gain their trust, taking an 
interest in their adolescent 
challenges and giving them 
assurances that Epstein 
could use his wealth and 
connections to fulfill their 
dreams. 

They said the script would 
darken when Maxwell 
coaxed them into giving 
massages to Epstein that 
turned sexual, encounters 
she played off as normal: 
After one sexual massage, 
Kate, then 17, said Maxwell 
asked her if she’d had fun 
and told her: “You are such 
a good girl.” 

Carolyn testified that she 
was one of several under- 
privileged teens who lived 
near Epstein’s Florida 
home in the early 2000s 
and took up an offer to give 
massages in exchange for 
$100 bills, which prosecu- 


tors described as “a pyramid 
of abuse.” 

Maxwell made all the 
arrangements, Carolyn told 
the jury, even though she 
knew the girl was only 14 at 
the time. 

Jane said in 1994, when 
she was only 14, she was 
instructed to follow Epstein 
into a pool house at his Palm 
Beach estate, where he 
masturbated on her. 

“I was frozen in fear,” she 
told the jury, adding that 
assault was the first time 
she had ever seen a penis. 
She also directly accused 
Maxwell of participating in 
her abuse. 

Maxwell’s lawyer asked 
Jane why it had taken so 
long to come forward. 

“I was scared,” she said, 
choking back tears. “I was 
embarrassed, ashamed. 
I didn’t want anybody to 
know any of this about me.” 

The last to testify, Farmer 
described how Maxwell 
touched her breasts while 
giving her a massage at 
Epstein’s New Mexico ranch 
and how Epstein unexpect- 
edly crawled into bed and 
pressed himself against her. 

Maxwell, 60, denied 
the charges through her 
lawyers. 

Still, she declined to take 


the risk of testifying, tell- 
ing the judge: “The govern- 
ment has not proven its case 
beyond a reasonable doubt 
so there is no reason for me 
to testify.” 

“The charges against 
Ghislaine Maxwell are for 
things that Jeffrey Epstein 
did,” one of Maxwell’s 
lawyers, Bobbi Sternheim, 
emphasized to the jury. “But 
she is not Jeffrey Epstein 
and she is not like Jeffrey 
Epstein.” 

Maxwell’s legal team 
questioned whether the 
accusers’ memories were 
faulty, or had been influ- 
enced by lawyers seeking 
big payouts from Maxwell 
and from Epstein’s estate in 
civil court. 

The legal fights involving 
Epstein and Maxwell are not 
over. 

Maxwell still awaits trial 
on two counts of perjury. 

Lawsuits involving the 
abuse allegations also 
continue, including one in 
which a woman not involved 
in the trial, Virginia Giuffre, 
says she was coerced into 
sexual encounters with 
Prince Andrew when she 
was 17. Andrew has denied 
her account and that lawsuit 
is not expected to come to 
trial for many months. 





Predicting 2022: Shamans hold photos of U.S. President Joe Biden and Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday in 
Lima, Peru. As part of a year-end ritual, the shamans predict political and social issues for the coming year. They also asked that 
the COVID-19 pandemic end and that world leaders be cleansed in order to make wise decisions in 2022. GUADALUPE PARDO/AP 


held virtually. Participants 
are due Thursday to discuss 
what to do. 


Flare-up in Gaza: An Israeli 
and three Palestinians were 
wounded Wednesday in 
the first exchange of fire in 
months on the Gaza frontier. 
The violence came as Israel 
announced measures aimed 
at improving living condi- 
tions in the occupied West 
Bank after a rare meeting of 
top officials. 

Israel has announced 
a number of measures in 
recent months it says are 
aimed at easing tensions, 
but they have had little visi- 
ble impact on the ground, 
where attacks by both Israeli 
settlers and Palestinians are 
on the rise. There have been 
no peace talks in more than 
a decade. 

The Israeli military said 
a civilian near the security 
fence was slightly wounded 
by gunfire from Gaza, and 
that it responded with tank 
fire at multiple military posi- 
tions manned by Hamas. 
The militant group has ruled 
the territory since 2007. 


The Gaza Health Ministry 
said three Palestinians were 
wounded, without saying if 
they were civilians or fight- 
ers. 

Earlier, Israeli Defense 
Minister Benny Gantz 
approved a series of 
measures aimed at improv- 
ing relations with the 
Palestinians after host- 
ing Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas at his 
home in Israel late Tuesday. 

It was the first time Abbas 
met an Israeli official inside 
the country since 2010. The 
two discussed security coor- 
dination between Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, 
which administers pockets 
of the occupied West Bank. 


Vaccine pass in France: The 
government of France is 
forging ahead with efforts 
to increase pressure on 
unvaccinated people to get 
coronavirus shots, as the 
country reported 208,000 
new COVID-19 cases 
Wednesday — a record 
fueled by the omicron vari- 
ant. 

Health Minister Oliv- 


ier Veran on Wednesday 
defended a government 
plan to allow only the fully 
vaccinated to enjoy contin- 
ued access to places such 
as restaurants, cinemas, 
theaters, museums, and 
sports arenas. 

The pass will also be 
required on regional trains 
and buses and domestic 
flights. 

Veran said at a parliamen- 
tary hearing that the record 
number of infections means 
that more than two French 
people are testing positive 
every second for COVID-19. 
Veran estimated that about 
10% of the French popu- 
lation has been in contact 
recently with a person 
infected with the virus. 

France has vaccinated 
77% of its population and is 
rushing out booster shots, 
again to combat omicron. 
But more than 4 million 
adults remain unvacci- 
nated, including more than 
1 million people over age 65. 

More than 3,400 COVID- 
19 patients were hospital- 
ized in intensive care units 
Wednesday, an increase 


of 10% over the past week. 
The figure represents two 
thirds of ICU beds occu- 
pied by people infected with 
the virus. But the number 
is lower than during the 
previous peak in the spring, 
when about 6,000 COVID- 
19 patients needed intensive 
care. 

The government wants 
the vaccine pass in place by 
mid-January. 


Balmy Alaska: In a holiday 
season of extreme weather 
events, this one stands out: a 
67-degree Fahrenheit read- 
ing in Alaska. 

The reading Sunday, 
from a tidal station on 
Kodiak Island, set a state- 
wide temperature record 
for December, the National 
Weather Service reported. 

The temperature at the 
station, in southern Alaska, 
reached the 60s again 
Monday before falling to 
55 degrees Tuesday morn- 
ing, Rick Thoman, a climate 
specialist with the Alaska 
Center for Climate Assess- 
ment and Policy in Fair- 
banks, said on Twitter. 


Biden, Putin set to hold call amid Russia’s demand for security guarantees 


By Aamer Madhani 


Associated Press 


REHOBOTH BEACH, 
Del. — President Joe Biden 
and Vladimir Putin will 
speak Thursday as the 
Russian leader has stepped 
up his demands for secu- 
rity guarantees in Eastern 
Europe while maintain- 
ing an unsettling buildup of 
troops near Russia’s border 
with Ukraine. 

The two leaders will 


discuss “a range of topics, 
including upcoming diplo- 
matic engagements,” 
National Security Council 
spokeswoman Emily Horne 
said in a statement announc- 
ing the call. 

The talks come as the 
U.S. and Western allies 
have watched the massing 
of Russian forces along the 
border, growing to an esti- 
mated 100,000 and fueling 
fears that Moscow is prepar- 
ing to further invade Ukraine. 


Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken spoke Wednesday 
with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

State Department spokes- 
man Ned Price said Blinken 
“reiterated the United 
States’ unwavering support 
for Ukraine’s independence, 
sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity in the face of 
Russia’s military buildup on 
Ukraine’s borders.” 

Putin said this week that he 
would ponder options if the 


West fails to meet his push for 
security guarantees preclud- 
ing NATO’s expansion to 
Ukraine. 

Earlier this month, 
Moscow submitted draft 
security documents demand- 
ing that NATO deny member- 
ship to Ukraine and other 
former Soviet countries and 
roll back its military deploy- 
ments in Central and Eastern 
Kurope. 

The U.S. and its allies 
have refused to offer Russia 


the kind of guarantees on 
Ukraine that Putin wants, 
citing NATO’s principle that 
membership is open to any 
qualifying country. They 
agreed to hold talks with 
Russia next month to discuss 
its concerns. 

The U.S. and Russia are to 
hold talks Jan. 10. Moscow 
and NATO representatives 
are expected to meet that 
same week as well as Russia 
and the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in 


Europe, which includes the 
United States. 

In Thursday’s call, which 
was requested by the 
Russians, Biden is expected to 
stress to Putin that the US. is 
united with its allies but will 
demonstrate a willingness to 
engage in “principled diplo- 
macy” with Russia, accord- 
ing to asenior administration 
official who briefed reporters 
on the upcoming call. 

The official spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Hartford to distribute 8K 
test kits despite state delay 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — The city 
of Hartford will distribute 
about 8,000 free at-home 
rapid COVID-19 testing 
kits at several locations 
across the city beginning 
at 10 a.m. Thursday, off- 
cials announced Wednes- 
day night. 

The kits, purchased by 
the city, are separate from 
the more than 15,000 Hart- 
ford expected to receive 
from the state. Those state 
kits are part of a shipment 
of millions more that was 
stuck on the West Coast in 
a shipping and distribution 
bottleneck as of Wednes- 
day night, state officials 
said. 

Hartford’s ability to 
move forward with its 
planned distribution oper- 
ation comes as a boost to 
residents, as COVID-19 
cases reach record highs 
and demand for testing 
intensifies. 

Maly Rosado, city coun- 
cil president, said the 
announcement is “great 
news for Hartford.” 

“With the rise of the 
omicron variant, demand 
for testing has skyrock- 
eted,” Rosado said in a 
statement. 

“These at-home kits are 
easy to use and will break 
down barriers to testing, 
helping give our residents 
peace of mind.” 

Kits will be avail- 
able at the Hartford 
Public Library down- 
town as well as multiple 
library branches, as well 
as at select community 
recreation centers and a 
community testing loca- 
tion at Albany Avenue and 
Woodland Street. 

Hartford residents 
much show proof of resi- 
dence through a state or 
municipal ID, or a recent 
piece of mail with another 
photo ID. Each adult is 
eligible to receive one kit, 
which each contain two 
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tests. 

Hartford Mayor Luke 
Bronin urged people to 
only seek out the kits if 
they have reason to believe 
they’ve been exposed, or 
are in contact with some- 
one who is particularly 
vulnerable. 

Bronin also asked those 
who can afford to purchase 
the rapid tests at the store 
to do so, and leave the free 
tests for those most in 
need. 

“It is important to 
distribute these kits 
quickly to those who need 
them, and it’s important to 
ensure that they’re distrib- 
uted in an equitable and 
accessible way,” he said. 

The state’s announce- 
ment Wednesday that 
the shipment of millions 
of testing kits would be 
delayed sent munici- 
pal officials scrambling 
late into the evening as 
they debated whether to 
postpone or cancel their 
distribution plans, which 
had been meticulously 
scheduled and widely 
promoted. 

The delay also comes 
during a surge in demand 
for testing, driven largely 
by highly transmissible 
omicron variant. The state 
reported 7,520 cases on 
Wednesday — the most of 
any single day during the 
pandemic. 

At some PCR testing 
sites, residents are facing 
hours-long lines. Hundreds 
of cars packed into a pair of 
commuter lots in down- 
town Bristol Tuesday after- 
noon, before a gun threat 
from a frustrated driver 
prompted officials to close 
the site early. 

Sema4, the Stam- 
ford-based laboratory once 
in charge of 23 testing sites 
across Connecticut, pulled 
out of its contract with the 
state in December follow- 
ing a controversy involv- 
ing investments made by 
a firm founded by Annie 
Lamont. 
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While people gener- 
ally need to show negative 
PCR tests in order to clear 
protocols set up by public 
schools and many work- 
places, demand for the 
rapid at-home tests have 
surged during the winter 
holiday period. 

In Hartford, kits will be 
distributed by library staff 
and Community Emer- 
gency Response Team 
volunteers at the library 
locations, and by Hart- 
ford Health and Human 
Services staff at the test- 
ing sites. 

“With the Omicron vari- 
ant of the COVID virus so 
prevalent these days, I 
am glad that we’re able 
to get these tests out to 
our community quickly 
and into the hands of 
Hartford residents,” said 
Nick Lebron, city coun- 
cil member and chair of 
the Health and Human 
Services Committee. 

The location and times 
for Hartford’s sites Thurs- 
day are listed below: 

@ Hartford Public Library, 
Downtown Branch (500 
Main St, Hartford): 10 a.m. 
— 5:30 p.m. 

@ Hartford Public Library, 
Camp Field Branch (30 
Campfield Ave, Hartford): 
10 a.m. — 5:30 p.m. 
MHartford Public 
Library, Albany Avenue 
Branch (1250 Albany Ave, 
Hartford): 10 a.m. — 5:30 
p.m. 

@ CVS Arroyo Center test- 
ing clinic (30 Pope Park 
Dr., Hartford): 10 am. — 1 


p.m. 
@ Albany and Woodland 
testing clinic (1161 Albany 
Ave, Hartford): 2 p.m. — 6 
p.m. 

M@Parker Memorial 
Center (2621 Main Street, 
Hartford): 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
M@ Metzner Center (680 
Franklin Ave, Hartford): 
10 a.m. — 4 p.m. 


Seamus McAvoy may be 
reached at smcavoy@ 
courant.com 
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New infections jump to 
record high across US 


By Kathleen Foody 


Associated Press 


CHICAGO — More than 
a year after the vaccine was 
rolled out, new cases of 
COVID-19 in the U.S. have 
soared to their highest level 
on record at over 265,000 
per day on average, a surge 
driven largely by the highly 
contagious omicron variant. 

New cases per day have 
more than doubled over the 
past two weeks, eclipsing 
the mark of 250,000, set in 
mid-January, according to 
Johns Hopkins University. 

The fast-spreading 
mutant version of the virus 
has cast a pall over Christ- 
mas and New Year’s, forc- 
ing communities to scale 
back or call off festivities 
just weeks after it seemed 
as if Americans were about 
to enjoy an almost normal 
holiday season. Thou- 
sands of flights have been 
canceled amid staffing 
shortages blamed on the 
virus. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s top infectious 
disease expert, said Wednes- 
day that there is no need to 
cancel small home gather- 
ings among vaccinated and 
boosted family and friends. 

But “if your plans are to 
go to a 40- to 50-person 
New Year’s Eve party with 
all the bells and whistles and 
everybody hugging and kiss- 
ing and wishing each other 
a happy new year, I would 
strongly recommend that 
this year we not do that,” he 
said. 

The picture is grim 
elsewhere, especially in 
Europe, with World Health 
Organization chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
saying he is worried about 
omicron combining with 
the delta variant to produce 
a “tsunami” of cases. That, 
he said, will put “immense 
pressure on exhausted 
health workers and health 
systems on the brink of 
collapse.” 





Avgieo Lopez, 10, receives 
his first shot of the 

Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine 
Wednesday in Lawrence, 
Mass. CHARLES KRUPA/AP 


The number of Americans 
in the hospital with COVID- 
19 is running at around 
60,000, or about half the 
figure seen in January, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported. 

While hospitalizations 
sometimes lag behind cases, 
the hospital figures may 
reflect both the protection 
conferred by the vaccine and 
the possibility that omicron 
is not making people as sick 
as previous versions. 

COVID-19 deaths in the 
U.S. have climbed over the 
past two weeks from an 
average of 1,200 per day to 
around 1,500. 

Public health experts will 
be watching the numbers in 
the coming week for indi- 
cations of the vaccines’ 
effectiveness in prevent- 
ing serious illness, keeping 
people out of the hospi- 
tal and relieving strain on 
exhausted health care work- 
ers, said Bob Bednarczyk, a 
professor of global health 
and epidemiology at Emory 
University. 

CDC data suggests that 
the unvaccinated are hospi- 
talized at much higher rates 
than those who have gotten 
inoculated, even if the 
effectiveness of the shots 
decreases over time, he said. 

“If we’re able to weather 
this surge with hopefully 
minimal disruptions to the 
overall health care system, 
that is a place where 
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vaccines are really showing 
their worth,” Bednarczyk 
said. 

It’s highly unlikely that 
hospitalization numbers 
will ever rise to their previ- 
ous peak, said Amesh 
Adalja, senior scholar at 
the Johns Hopkins Center 
for Health Security at the 
Bloomberg School Public 
Health. Vaccines and treat- 
ments developed since last 
year have made it easier 
to curb the spread of the 
virus and minimize serious 
effects among people with 
breakthrough infections. 

“It’s going to take some 
time for people to get 
attuned to the fact that 
cases don’t matter the same 
way they did in the past,” he 
said. 

But even with fewer 
people hospitalized 
compared with past surges, 
the virus can wreak havoc 
on hospitals and health care 
workers, Adalja added. 

Several European coun- 
tries, including Britain, 
France, Greece and Spain, 
also reported record case 
counts this week, prompt- 
ing a ban on music at New 
Year’s celebrations in 
Greece and arenewed push 
to encourage vaccination by 
French authorities. 

WHO reported that new 
COVID-19 cases worldwide 
increased 11% last week 
from the week before, with 
nearly 5 million recorded 
Dec. 20-26. But the U.N. 
health agency also noted 
a decline in cases in South 
Africa, where omicron was 
first detected just over a 
month ago, and that early 
data from that country, the 
U.K. and Denmark suggest a 
reduced risk of hospitaliza- 
tion with omicron, but said 
that more data is needed. 

WHO’s emergencies 
chief, Dr. Michael Ryan 
said it will be important in 
coming weeks to “suppress 
transmission of both vari- 
ants to the minimum that 
we can.” 
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Tax credit to boost 200K families 


Enhanced EITC 
program covered 
by pandemic relief 


Associated Press 


Nearly 200,000 
low-to-moderate income 
families in Connecticut 
who benefit from the state’s 
earned income tax credit 
program will soon receive 
an extra tax refund, Gov. 
Ned Lamont announced 
Wednesday. 

The Connecticut Depart- 


ment of Revenue Services 
plans to issue checks for the 
additional credit to eligible 
households before the end 
of February. 

“Enhancing the 2020 
Connecticut Earned 
Income Tax Credit provides 
direct relief to workers 
doing their best to provide 
for their families while 
confronting pandemic-re- 
lated costs from masks 
and tests to childcare and 
internet access,’ Lamont, a 
Democrat, said in a written 
statement. 


Under the Lamont 
administration’s plan, the 
state revenue agency will 
retroactively increase the 
2020 tax credit from 23% of 
the federal earned income 
tax credit to 41.5% for eligi- 
ble households that earned 
up to $56,844 in 2020 and 
filed for the 2020 EITC. 

The amount of each 
household’s payment will 
ultimately depend on the 
size of their federal tax 
credit, which the IRS calcu- 
lates based on a taxpayers’ 
income, marital status and 


number of qualifying chil- 
dren. 

A single parent of two, 
for example, whose income 
meets the federal poverty 
level and who received a 
$1,246 state credit in the 
spring will now receive an 
additional $1,002, accord- 
ing to Lamont’s office. 

The $75 million cost of 
enhancing Connecticut’s 
credit will be covered by 
the state’s share of federal 
COVID-19 relief funds. The 
Connecticut earned income 
tax credit was created in 


Remembering Peter Marshall, the friend, runner and loving husband 
who went viral for marrying his wife again after Alzheimer’s diagnosis 
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Peter Marshall looks to his wife, Lisa Marshall, as they pose with family, friends and other supporters at the conclusion of the 
Scotland Scoot, Peter’s 169th and final race in each of Connecticut’s towns, on Nov. 24, 2019, in Scotland, Conn. COURANT FILE 


‘A beautiful life’ 





Lori Riley 


V’ll admit I was a little nervous 
the first time I ran with Peter 
Marshall. I had never dealt with 
anyone with early-onset Alzhei- 
mer’s, which he was diagnosed 


with in April 2018. 


I was working on a story on 
Peter and Lisa, his wife, the love of 
his life and his caretaker, as Peter’s 
health declined. Peter had been a 
runner and was hoping to finish 
his goal of running a race in each 


of the state’s 169 towns, which he 
accomplished in November 2019. 
When I met Peter in the fall of 
2019, he was struggling to express 
himself but could still drive a car 
and dress himself. His sense of 
humor and playful sarcasm were 
still intact. When Peter and Lisa 
hosted a Roaring 20s themed 
retirement party at their home in 
Andover in February 2020, I was 
stunned to watch them dancing 
elaborately around their living 


room. 


Last December, Peter had asked 
Lisa, in his own way, if she wanted 
to get married. He wasn’t sure 
who she was most of the time, 
but he liked her. He asked her if 
she liked him. She said yes. Lisa’s 


daughter Sarah is a wedding plan- 
ner, and Peter and Lisa renewed 
their vows in a beautiful ceremony 
this spring. 
knew why he was there. They 
danced and their story went viral. 
Lisa has since become a national 
spokesperson for caregivers of 
Alzheimer’s patients, offering 
advice, tips and talking about prac- 
tical matters. 

What Peter and Lisa did for 
me, and for the 20,000 people 


Lisa knew that Peter 


who follow Lisa’s Facebook page 


called “Oh Hello, Alzheimer’s” 
was to offer us a honest glimpse 
of day-to-day life with an person 
with early-onset Alzheimer’s. 
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Officials: Child burned attempting TikTok craze 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A child in East Haven 
was severely burned while 
attempting a social media 
challenge that calls for 
igniting a bottle of alcohol, 
fire officials said Wednes- 
day. 

The victim was being 
treated at the Bridgeport 
Hospital Burn Center, Fire 
Chief Matt Marcarelli said. 

Firefighters responded 
Tuesday at about 8:30 
p.m. to a call about a burn 
victim and learned the 
child had been trying the 
latest TikTok craze called 


“the whoosh bottle exper- 
iment,” Marcarelli said. 
Igniting alcohol inside a 
bottle is meant to create a 
“whoosh” sound, he said. 

Warning that fire is not 
a toy, the chief said, “This 
could easily have led to a 
fatality as well as a major 
fire in the house. Alcohol is 
a volatile flammable liquid 
and can act as an acceler- 
ant.” 

Fire Marshal Charles 
Miller investigated the 
incident and will be reach- 
ing out to local public 
schools to make sure kids 
are aware of the poten- 
tial dangers. Miller urged 


parents to “take a few 
minutes to talk to your 
children about the dangers 
of playing with ignitable 
liquids and matches and 
monitor what they are 
watching. This experiment 
when done incorrectly can 
cause severe burns that can 
permanently scar an indi- 
vidual.” 

A representative of 
TikTok could not be 
reached immediately. 

“We have already 
reached out to TikTok 
demanding answers as 
to how this dangerous 
‘Whoosh Bottle Experi- 
ment’ was not removed 


from their platform,’ Attor- 
ney General William Tong 
said. 

“We’ve been assured by 
TikTok leaders in the past 
that they have systems in 
place to remove this harm- 
ful content,’ Tong said, “but 
clearly those systems are 
not working. A Connecti- 
cut child is now seriously 
injured because of the 
dangerous content on their 
platform. We expect to 
meet with TikTok leaders, 
Connecticut parents and 
educators in early 2022 and 
urge them to step up and do 
better to protect our chil- 
dren,” 


2011 and has had varying 
rates over the last decade. 

Republican legisla- 
tors criticized Lamont 
for deciding on his own 
to send checks to people 
who will already benefit 
form an earned income tax 
credit expansion that was 
included in the last state 
budget. 

House Minority Leader 
Vincent Candelora and 
Rep. Holly Cheeseman, the 
ranking House Republican 
on the Finance Committee, 
issued a joint statement 


that said the money could 
be spent on other “urgent 
issues” such as funding for 
domestic violence orga- 
nizations, reducing the 
unemployment fund debt 
that businesses will have 
ultimately have to repay, 
or implementing a COVID- 
19 testing program to keep 
students in school. 

“This unilateral, retro- 
active change to tax policy 
made by Governor Lamont 
isn’t just political pander- 
ing,” they said, “it’s aslap in 
the face to the legislature.” 


86 agricultural 
groups receive 
Farm Aid grants 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


The Farm Aid charity 
distributed $817,500 in 
grant money nationwide 
to 86 grassroots farming 
organizations. Five groups 
in Connecticut each 
received grants of $7,500. 

The Connecticut bene- 
ficiaries are: 

@ Connecticut Farmland 
Trust in Hartford, whose 
stated mission is to 
“preserve Connecticut 
farmland for current 
and future generations 
of farmers,” will use 
the grant to support its 
FarmLink social media 
project, a collaboration 
with the Connecticut 
Department of Agriculture 
that matches farmers with 
farmland they can lease or 
purchase. 

@ CitySeed, which oper- 
ates several farmers’ 
markets in New Haven, 
will use the money to 
help start a new farm- 
ers’ market in the city’s 
Dixwell neighborhood. 
MGreen Village 
Initiative’s grant will go 
to “create a more just food 
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system in Bridgeport,” 
according to the Farm Aid 
website. 

MKNOX, which its 
website says is “using 
horticulture as a catalyst 
for community engage- 
ment” in Hartford through 
community gardens, tree 
planting and other urban 
environmental programs,” 
will use its grant to provide 
training and mentoring to 
underemployed and new 
farmers. 

M@The Hartford 
Food System and the 
Connecticut Food System 
Alliance jointly received 
$7,500, which it will use 
(according to Farm Aid) 
“to solicit input and policy 
priorities from Black, 
Indigenous, and Other 
People of Color (BIPOC) 
farmers and farm busi- 
ness leaders to be used 
in the development of 
a Food Action Plan for 
Connecticut.” 

Farm Aid also gave 
$15,000 in grant money 
to the Northeast Organic 
Farming Association, 
which has a Connecti- 
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UConn 


regional campus 


sold for 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


WEST HARTFORD 
— The former UConn 
regional campus in West 
Hartford — one of the few 
large properties left to be 
developed in town — has 
been sold for $2.75 million, 
according to town records, 
nearly nine months after it 
was first disclosed a buyer 
had been found. 

In a brief news release 
Wednesday , the buyer 
was identified only as West 
Hartford 1 LLC. Specific 
plans for the 58-acre prop- 
erty near Bishops Corner 
were not outlined. 

Ideanomics once 
planned a thriving tech- 
nology hub for the prop- 
erty, touting that it had 
the potential to bring 
hundreds of high-tech 


$2.75M 


jobs to Greater Hartford 
but decided to sell the 
property after its plans for 
the $400 million “Fintech 
Village” dissolved. 

Ideanomics submitted a 
regulatory filing in March 
saying it had reached a 
deal to sell the property for 
$2.75 million, almost half 
what Ideanomics paid for 
it in 2018. 

The filing did not name 
the buyer or outline what 
the new owners intended 
to do with the property. A 
spokesman for the buyers 
declined to provide addi- 
tional information about 
them or their plans 
Wednesday. 

“We have committed to 
continue the town’s unin- 
terrupted use of the ball- 
fields on the property for 
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Newington police: Suspected shooter arrested in Massachusetts after chase 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A suspect was arrested 
in Massachusetts early 
Wednesday after a chase 
through the Hartford area 
following gunfire in at least 
two towns. 

The man, whose name 
was not released Wednesday 
afternoon, is in the custody 
of the Massachusetts State 
Police and has not been 


charged by Connecticut law 
enforcement, Newington 
police said. 

There are no reports of 
injuries from the chase, nor 
from gunfire. 

Newington police said the 
car he was driving appeared 
to be tied to incidents of shots 
being fired in New Britain 
and Vernon. A handgun was 
tossed out a window during 
the chase, they said. 

It all started about 2:10 


a.m., when Newington offi- 
cers working on a special 
project to combat car thefts 
tried to stop ablue Mitsubishi 
Lancer. The driver wouldn’t 
pull over for them, but police 
immediately stopped the 
pursuit because it would 
not have fallen within state 
pursuit policy, police said. 
The reason for the motor 
vehicle stop wasn’t clear 
Wednesday afternoon. 

They spotted the car again 


at 3:45 a.m., and the car again 
engaged officers in a pursuit, 
which police said they again 
terminated. 

Less than an hour later, 
police received reports that 
the Mitsubishi was involved 
in two “shooting incidents,” 
one in Vernon and a more 
recent one in New Britain. 
They then chased the car, and 
state troopers joined in. 

The pursuit went into West 
Hartford, back to Newington, 


onto the Berlin Turnpike and 
to I-84. During the chase on 
I-84, police saw something 
thrown out of the car that 
turned out to be a handgun. 

As the chase headed east 
on I-84, the Massachusetts 
State Police were alerted and 
threw stop sticks into the 
road to puncture the car’s 
tires. The Lancer eventually 
stopped in Sturbridge, and 
the driver was taken into 
custody, police said. 


Vernon Sgt. Robert 
Marra said police in his 
town received a report of 
shots fired at 87 Village St. 
at 12:01 a.m. Police gathered 
evidence, including shell 
casings, and were able to 
identify the driver. Marra was 
not able to release the man’s 
name Wednesday. 

The man is connected to 
Village Street, Marra said. 

“It’s definitely not 
random,” he said. 
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Rosso Dolce 
Italy 750ml 
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I! Duca Rosa 
Imperiale 
Italy 750ml 


10.78 


MIX 6 OR MORE 
Single btl 44-98 





Hartford Courant | Section! | Thursday, December 30, 2021 


eu oa ee OS ee ae 
> e 
@®e% @ 
-°. a LEN 
T. 
« @ OFTHE KER 
: SES 
e ° e 
€ 





WINE & 
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Wine: 


SPIRITS:BEER & MORE 
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Freixenet 
Cordon Negro 





Rondel Brut 









Brut Spain 750ml Lav sos 
S 99 Cava Spain a Vostra 
© 750ml Prosecco 
Italy 750ml 
8.98 
MIX 6 OR MORE 12.13 
Single btl 9-98 MIX 6 OR MORE 
Single btl 43-48 
Ae. 
Mionetto — 
Prosecco Brut fe ey ape 
Italy 750ml ae 
13.99 s 
® 
La Marca 
© ~ e Prosecco Tesoro della 
© Italy 750ml ane pene 
aly 750m 
14.49 
17.98 
MIX 6 OR MORE 
Single btl +9-98 
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Over 445 bottles of bubbly! 
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Louis Bouillot 


Roederer Estate Mailly Brut De Margerie 
SAVE $5.00 Brut California Reserve Grand Grand Cru Brut 
Borrasca 750ml Cru France 750ml France 750ml 
Premium Cuvee, 
Rose Cuvee 24.99 44.08 46.78 
MIX 6 OR MORE 
France 750ml Single btl 48-98 Single btl 5498 


Martini & Rossi 
Asti Italy 750ml 


11.99 


10% Off Wine & Spirits 


when you mix or match 6 or more 750ml and 
1.5L wines or 750ml or larger spirits. 


Excludes items with prices ending in 9. Cannot be combined with 
any other Total Wine & More WINE or SPIRITS Promotion or 
Case Discount. Offer valid in CT only. Not valid on previous purchases. 
Valid in-store, on the Total Wine app or at TotalWine.com. 





Korbel Brut 
California 750ml 


13.99 


Explore 2 stores in 


Northern Connecticut or 


visit TotalWine.com 


19.98 


Perle de Vigne Brut 
France 750ml 


19.78 


MIX 6 OR MORE 
Single btl 24-98 


Global supply chain delays mean there are 
shortages. But our commitment to bringing you an 
amazing selection of sparkling remains the same. 


Download our 
award-winning app 


LIMITED. TiN; 
SPECIALS 


Stay connected with us. Deals, shopping 
and reviews at your fingertips. 


WEST HARTFORD 
Corbin’s Corner 

1451 New Britain Ave 
West Hartford, CT 06110 


MANCHESTER 

Plaza at Buckland Hills 
1480 Pleasant Valley Rd 
Manchester, CT 06042 


WE’RE HIRING 


Apply in store or online at 
TotalWine.com/Careers 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


Prices valid 12/30/2021-12/31/2021. *Indicates future prices following conclusion of this promotion. Prices in this ad are our regular prices and will remain in effect into the following month, unless the state’s minimum 

price changes. Many quantities are limited and we reserve the right to limit quantities. Beer prices plus deposit. Total Wine & More is not responsible for typographical or human error or supplier price increases. Prices may vary. 
Rebate offers vary. While supplies last. Limit one offer per transaction. Rebate offers valid in-store only, see store for details. Products while supplies last. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Total Wine & More is a registered 
trademark of RSSI. © 2021 Retail Services & Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. Please drink responsibly. Use a designated driver. 


2021_1229D_BS-FP_NCT_ID5360 
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CONNECTICUT 


Marshall 


from Page 6 


Peter died Sunday night, 


the day after Christmas, at 


age 56. Before he was diag- 


nosed with Alzheimer’s, 
he was an engineer who 
solved intricate problems, 
a gentle, sensitive man 
with a wonderful sense of 
humor who doted on his 
wife. 

The two, who had been 
married in 2009 after an 
eight-year long-distance 
relationship, were still 
madly in love. 

I never knew him then. 
I only knew the Peter with 
Alzheimer’s. While I was 
working on my story in 
the fall of 2019, I figured I 
could run with him once 
a week to get to know him 
better and give Lisa a little 
time to herself. 

We had so much fun. 
To my surprise, Peter 
knew exactly where he 
was as we ran near their 
house on Andover Lake 
where he had grown up. 
We ran to his parents’ 
house on the other side of 
the lake. We ran through 
the woods where he had 
played as a child. 

There are so many hills 
around the lake, and we 
complained about every 
one of them. One day, we 
were struggling up a hill 
and we passed a woman 
walking by. Peter — out 
of the blue — told her, 
“She’s killing me.” He was 
forever grousing about 
the hills. One snowy day, 
weranandIthrewa 
snowball at him. To my 
surprise (I have terrible 
aim), it hit him and the 
next snowbank we went 
by, he jokingly threatened 
to push me into the snow. 
We went sledding with 
my daughter on Horse- 
barn Hill last February, 
and he laughed all the 
way down. 

When he couldn’t run 
anymore, we would walk 
and pick up garbage on 
the side of the road and 
talk. He probably didn’t 
understand what I said, 
and sometimes I sort 
of understood what he 
said, but it was all good 





Peter Marshall kisses his wife, Lisa Marshall, after he 
completed a race in Scotland, Conn., in 2019. COURANT FILE 


because Peter loved to be 
active and be outdoors, 
and so do I. 

Sometimes we didn’t 
talk. I would notice 
the patterns of the tree 
branches against the 
sky or the clouds or the 
ripples on the lake more 
than I did with any other 
running partner. 

When acar came by, 
Peter would always put 
himself between me and 
the car. He was always a 
gentleman. 

When COVID-19 
hit, we didn’t see much 
of each other until 
the spring of 2021. 

Peter didn’t like to run 
anymore. He would start 
off running, then stop 
and walk. I joked to him 
that we at least had to 
look like we were running 
when the cars drove by. 
He would pick up sticks 
and collect pinecones 
and bring them back to 
show to Lisa. We laughed 
and acted silly and it was 
good. My heart always 
lifted after those visits. 

In June, I brought my 
puppy for a visit. Peter 
had been having a bad 
day and the puppy perked 
him right up. “Look, Tart,” 
he said to Lisa as he knelt 
on the ground beside the 
dog. Lisa looked at me. 
“Did he just say ‘Tart’ ”? 
she asked. I nodded. It 
was his old nickname 
for her. He hadn’t called 
her that in a long time, 
causing her to tear up. 
The puppy had somehow 
pulled that memory out 
of him. 

A few weeks ago, I 
brought them some cook- 
ies. Lisa answered the 
door in tears. Peter had 


declined rapidly in the 
last few months and had 
been manic and combat- 
ive. In 2016, he ran the 
Hartford Marathon. Five 
years later, he was strug- 
gling to walk athree-mile 
loop around the lake. 
One day, he couldn’t walk 
down the stairs anda 
hospital bed was installed 
in the front room. 
Hospice was already 
there to help. 

Then Lisa’s Facebook 
page went silent. I knew 
she was struggling and 
so was Peter. Many days 
were frustrating and infu- 
riating and exhausting for 
her. Lisa always, always 
wanted her husband 
and her life back, but 
she always looked at the 
disease through the prism 
that it was Alzheimer’s 
talking or acting a certain 
way, not her husband. 
And that’s how she got 
through it, day by day. 

She wrote in memory 
of Peter on her Facebook 
page Monday morning: 

“T want to walk away 
from this the day after 
knowing I gave hima 
beautiful life’ 

My beloved Peter 
passed away peacefully 
last night surrounded by 
so much love. He is free of 
her horrendous grip, for 
that I am relieved. 

My heart is broken, but 
I have no regrets. 

My heart is broken, 
but I will find Joy in our 
memories. 

I’m the luckiest girl in 
the world. 

Peter gave me a beauti- 


ful life.” 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 
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LIMITED TIME ONLY! Offer Expires 12/31/21 
REST NEAL EVERI 


At SAYS 


WITH PURCHASE OF A NEW HEATING 
& COOLING SYSTEM 





FULLY STOCKED, FULLY STAFFED, 
& READY TODAY! 





























S TUNE-UP 
99 Now 





PLUS! NO BREAKDOWN GUARANTEE ! 


(860) 215-3576 


© HARP Home Services LLC. All Rights Reserved. SHM.0004090-SMI (Sheet Metal) - HTG.0388411-S1 (HVAC) -PLM.0281015-P1 


(Plumbing) - ELC.0200971-E1 (Electrical) 


Grants 


from Page 6 


cut chapter. NOFA runs a 
variety of food and agricul- 
ture-based initiatives, as 
well as organic land care 
programs. The grant will 
help the six states in the 
association to work on state- 
by-state and regional policy 
decisions and improve advo- 
cacy efforts for farmers in 
the northeast. 

Elisabeth Moore, exec- 
utive director of Connecti- 
cut Farmland Trust, says 
the Farm Aid grant is “very 
important for us. We are 
using it for social media 
outreach, and we don’t have 
money in our budget specif- 
ically for that.” This is the 
second Farm Aid grant the 
trust has received. 

Farm Aid grants recipients 
were prioritized this year, 
the release states, around 
such criteria as “working 
to support family farm- 
ers, advance racial equity 
and social justice in our 
food system, advance farm- 
er-led solutions to climate 


Campus 


from Page 6 


the foreseeable future,” West 
Hartford 1 LLC said, in the 
release Wednesday. “We 
look forward to developing 
a vision for the property that 
engages our West Hartford 
neighbors, key community 
organizations and town off- 
cials.” 

Town officials have said 
they expect multifamily 
housing to figure into future 
redevelopment plans. 

West Hartford Mayor 
Shari Cantor said Wednes- 
day town is excited about 
having a developer willing 
to invest in the property. 

“We are really anxious to 
have the property remedi- 
ated and also securing the 
ballfields, those are prior- 
ities for the town,’ Cantor 
said. “And then working 
with the developer ona plan 
for this really strategic prop- 
erty.” 

The redevelopment of the 
former campus is viewed 


change, and build capacity 
for systemic change in our 
farm and food systems.” 
Farm Aid is perhaps best 
known for its star-studded 
annual benefit concerts, 
led by the organization’s 
co-founder Willie Nelson. 
The 2021 and 2018 Farm Aid 
concerts were held in Hart- 
ford, at the Xfinity Theater, 
where a farm expo on the 
concert grounds included 
food and demonstrations 
from Connecticut farmers. 
The 2021 concert line-up 
included Willie Nelson & 
Family, John Mellencamp, 
Dave Matthews & Tim 
Reynolds, Margo Price, 
Bettye Lavette and others. 
Nelson released a state- 
ment when the grants were 
announced: “Thanks to 
generous supporters from 
across the country — and 
a triumphant return to the 
Farm Aid stage in Hartford, 
Connecticut — Farm Aid is 
glad to make these grants 
to grassroots organizations 
that support family farmers 
across the country. These 
folks are the lifeblood of the 


movement for family farm- 


as a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to boost the 
town’s tax rolls. 

But the redevelopment 
has been complicated 
because portions of the 
property where many of the 
campus buildings now stand 
remain contaminated with 
PCBs. The cost of clean-up 
could figure heavily into the 
scope of the future develop- 
ment. 

Cantor said the town has 
yet to see specific plans for 
the property. 

“T’m looking forward to 
seeing what they have in 
mind for that space and we 
will, I’m sure, be sharing 
some information on what 
we think will work,” Cantor 
said. 

The campus buildings 
are located on one half of 
the property and town off- 
cials have said it is unlikely 
single-family houses would 
be built on that half. The 
costs of clean-up would be 
too high. So that could mean 
apartments as an option, 
which would be within 


ers and their work is essen- 
tial for an equitable and 
sustainable farm and food 
system for us all.” 

Earlier in 2021, Farm Aid 
gave $113,000 to families on 
farms and ranches impacted 
by “immediate and long- 
term climate disasters,” as 
well as $17,500 for strategic 
grants to “advance family 
farm agriculture,” $24,000 
in small $500 grants to help 
farm families with essen- 
tial household expenses, 
and around $20,000 in 
scholarships for agricul- 
ture students. Added to the 
December grants, Farm Aid 
gave a total of $992,000 this 
past year to family farms and 
farming organizations. 

The concert is a major 
fundraising event, but 
Farm Aid is a year-round 
operation that also accepts 
donations at farmaid.org/ 
donate. A complete list of 
the 2021 grant recipients is 
at farmaid.org/our-work/ 
grants. 


Christopher Arnott can 
be reached at carnott@ 
courant.com. 


walking distance of Bishops 
Corner. 

But because the area is 
zoned only for single-family 
and uses such as churches, 
a zone change or special 
permit would be required. 
UConn, as a state entity, was 
exempt from local zoning. 

The town decided not to 
seek to purchase all or any 
part of the Asylum Avenue 
property, bisected by Trout 
Brook Drive. 

The town, however, did 
want to work with the new 
owners to continue using 
the ballfields. 

John Cafasso of commer- 
cial real estate services 
firm Colliers International, 
which represented Idea- 
nomics in the transaction, 
said the sale was a compli- 
cated transaction with 
“several key stakeholders.” 

“We are pleased with the 
outcome and excited to see 
the transformation of the 
property into anew use that 
will add to an already vibrant 
West Hartford community,” 
Cafasso said, in a release. 
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NOW OFFERING CAREERS 


FREE TRIPLE-PANE UPGRADE 


on America’s Best-Selling Windows 


TRANSFERABLE 


WARRANTY 


INCLUDING GLASS 
REAKAGE 


IN-HOUSE INSTALLER 


$27,000 - $70,000 
Earning Potential 


based on competency and skill level 


NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


Are you looking for a great career 
opportunity with NO college debt? Are you 
energetic, handy and willing to learn? 
Come train as an in-house installer with us. 
You will be provided with the training and 
tools necessary to install windows, patio 
doors, entry and storm doors. 


HEALTH INSURANCE, PAID 


VACATION, PAID HOLIDAYS 


¢ Develop basic carpentry skills 
¢ Develop experience using a metal brake 
¢ Obtain industry certifications 


¢ Develop experience using power tools 
¢ Full-time, steady 40-hour work week 
¢ Local, family owned business 


CALL US TODAY TO APPLY 


860-512-8496 


CONSULTANTS AND INSTALLERS FOLLOW CDC SAFETY GUIDELINES 
Serving most of the state of Connecticut 


This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Connecticut LLC under license from Window World Inc. CT Lic. # 607051 “See your Window World sales 
representative for more information about our guaranteed lowest pricing and comparing up to 1/2 off the price of our competitors. *0% APR financing with approved credit through Wells Fargo Bank. 
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Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process 


@ Connect with a local advisor 
2 Review a tailored list of recommendations 


© Evaluate, tour and decide with confidence 


A Place for Mom helps thousands of families like 


Celebrate special moments with custom i oo 
Alice’s each year and simplifies the process of 


article plaques from the Hartford Courant. aa 
finding senior living with customized guidance at 


Whether you want to tout a business achievement, no cost to your family. 
remember a special moment or honor a loved one, tell 
your story with a custom article plaque. Featuring the 
Hartford Courant masthead and a personalized nameplate, 
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Special Announcements - Business Milestones 
Memorial Obituaries - and More! 


aPlaceforMom 


THE PLACE FOR ADVICE 


Connect with us at 
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And we're talking 10,000s of positive reviews! 
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All CDC OC 
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hand, & foot gear with customers cleanup practices 






A @2 





Vv DOWN PAYMENT 










Offer Valid on Potomac, Platinum LS and ComfortSmart Models. 4 Window 
Minimum. Excludes labor. Subject for Credit Approval. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer Ends 12/31/2021 
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Judge orders new talks 


in Purdue Pharma case 





Opioid lawsuits against Sacklers, company on hold as deal being reworked 


Associated Press 


Even though one judge rejected OxyCon- 
tin maker Purdue Pharma’s sweeping 
settlement of thousands of lawsuits over 
the opioid crisis, another refused Wednes- 
day to allow litigation to move ahead just 
yet against members of the Sackler family 
who own the company — but also ordered 
negotiations for a reworked settlement. 

U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Robert Drain on 
Wednesday granted Purdue’s request to 
extend an injunction until Feb. 1 protecting 
the company and the Sacklers from litiga- 
tion. He also ordered Purdue, the Sacklers, 
the states and other parties to negotiate a 
new settlement. 

In a hearing conducted Wednesday via 
video conference, the White Plains, New 
York-based judge warned the family and 
others that he would end the protections 
early if there are not serious talks toward a 
new settlement. 

“If the parties do not negotiate in good 
faith,” he said, “they will face the conse- 
quences of the injunction unraveling.” 


a 


Drain also approved the company’s 
settlement in September. 

The deal had been hashed out over two 
years of negotiations and mediation in 
bankruptcy court. Eventually, lawyers for 
the overwhelming majority of local govern- 
ments and states signed on. 

The plan called for members of the Sack- 
ler family to give up ownership of Purdue, 
which would be transformed into a new 
company whose profits would be used to 
fight the opioid crisis. 

Sackler family members would also 
contribute $4.5 billion in cash and char- 
itable assets, with the money to go to 
victims of the crisis and efforts to end the 
crisis, which has been linked to more than 
500,000 deaths in the U.S. since 2000, 
counting overdoses of both prescription 
opioids and illicit ones, such as heroin and 
illegally produced fentanyl. 

In exchange for the contributions, Sack- 
ler family members were also granted 
protections from lawsuits over opioids. 

But eight states and one office in the U.S. 
Department of Justice objected. They said 


it was improper for them to be forced to 
give up their right to sue members of the 
Sackler family, who themselves were not 
seeking bankruptcy protection. 

The holdout states argued that the $4.5 
billion does not properly hold the family 
members accountable. 

Earlier this month, U.S District Judge 
Colleen McMahon ruled in favor of those 
states, finding that judges do not have 
authority to grant third-party releases as 
Drain did. 

Purdue said it would appeal while also 
trying again to strike a settlement deal that 
all the states would be willing to join. The 
Stamford, Connecticut-based company 
also asked Drain to protect it and the family 
from lawsuits while that’s sorted out. 

A injunction previously in place was to 
expire Thursday. 

Two states — Connecticut and Washing- 
ton — argued that suits against the Sacklers 
should be allowed to move ahead imme- 
diately. Those states said they would not 
move ahead now with litigation against the 
company. 





Pipes for the Nord Stream 2 Baltic Sea gas pipeline are stored at the port of Mukran near Sassnitz, Germany, in 2020. Russia’s natural gas 
pipeline to Europe is built and ready to flow. But not so fast. The Nord Stream 2 pipeline faces a rocky road ahead. STEFAN SAUER/DPA 


Pipeline carries controversy 


Opposed by US and others, 
Russian project faces hurdles 


By David McHugh 
and Vladimir Isachenkov 
Associated Press 


FRANKFURT, Germany — The pipeline 
is built and being filled with natural gas. But 
Russia’s Nord Stream 2 faces a rocky road 
before any gas flows to Germany, with its 
new leaders adopting a more skeptical tone 
toward the project and tensions ratchet- 
ing up over Russia’s troop buildup at the 
Ukrainian border. 

The pipeline opposed by Ukraine, Poland 
and the U.S. awaits approval from Germany 
and the European Union to bypass other 
countries and start bringing natural gas 
directly to Europe. 

The continent is struggling with a short- 
age that has sent prices surging, fueling 
inflation and raising fears about what 
would come next if gas supplies become 
critically low. 

The U.S. has stressed targeting Nord 
Stream 2 as a way to counter any new 
Russian military move against Ukraine, 
and the project already faces legal and 


bureaucratic hurdles. As European and 
U.S. leaders confer on how to deal with 
Russia’s pressure on Ukraine, persistent 
political objections — particularly from EU 
members like Poland — add another chal- 
lenge to one of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s key projects. 

Former German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel backed the pipeline, and the coun- 
try’s new leader, Olaf Scholz, did so as her 
finance minister. 

But his new government took a more 
distanced tone after the Greens party 
joined the governing coalition. The Greens’ 
campaign position was that the pipeline 
doesn’t help fight global warming and 
undermines strategic EU interests. 

New German Vice Chancellor Robert 
Habeck and Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock have said the project doesn’t meet 
EU anti-monopoly regulations. 

“Nord Stream 2 was a geopolitical 
mistake,” Habeck recently told the news- 
paper Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonn- 
tagszeitung. “The question is open if it 
will be able to start operating,” adding that 
further “aggression” meant “nothing is off 
the table.” 

Officials have not said what sanctions or 
other tools might be used on top of exist- 


ing U.S. sanctions against ships connected 
to the project. 

As chancellor, Scholz has been cautious 
in his comments, and it’s not clear if he’s 
willing to go as far as U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken, who has said it’s 
“very unlikely” that gas will flow if Russia 
“renewed its aggression” toward Ukraine. 

The pipeline would double the volume 
of gas pumped by Russian-controlled gas 
giant Gazprom directly to Germany, adding 
to a similar pipeline under the Baltic Sea 
and circumventing existing links through 
Poland and Ukraine. Gazprom argues 
it would allow more reliable long-term 
supply and help save billions in transit fees 
paid to Poland and Ukraine. Gazprom says 
the pipeline is part of its role as along-term 
supplier of affordable energy to Europe, 
which is heavily dependent on natural gas 
imports. 

Pipeline critics say it increases Russia’s 
leverage over Europe, pits member states 
against each other and deprives Ukraine 
of key financial support. Europe also went 
into winter with scant gas reserves that 
have sent prices soaring to eight times what 
they were at the start of the year, with Putin 
using the crunch to underline his push for 
final approval of the project. 


Israel scrambles to contain spread of bird flu 


By Isabel Kershner 
The New York Times 


JERUSALEM -— Israel is acting to 
contain a severe outbreak of bird flu that 
has already led to mass culling of infected 
poultry and has caused the deaths of about 
5,000 migratory cranes in a popular nature 
reserve in the north of the country. 

The minister of environmental protec- 
tion, Tamar Zandberg, described the 
outbreak, identified as the H5N1 type, as 
“one of the worst blows to wildlife in Isra- 
el’s history” after a visit to the Hula Nature 
Reserve this week. Hula is a wetland that 
is a central stop on the winter migration 
route to Africa. 

The reserve, usually bustling with 


bird-watchers at this time of year, is tempo- 
rarily closed to visitors, and the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection said Wednes- 
day that Zandberg was working to suspend 
the rest of the hunting season in the coun- 
try, which normally runs until the end of 
January. 

The fear, the ministry said, was that 
gunshots from bird hunters could cause 
the wild birds to fly off to other locations, 
spreading the disease, which it said could 
also be spread by contaminated car tires 
on hunters’ vehicles or on the soles of their 
shoes, or by the dogs retrieving their prey. 

Officials have also warned of the danger 
of the transmission of bird flu from animals 
to humans, which could be deadly. No such 
cases have been recorded in Israel. 


The first signs of the outbreak came 
about two months ago, according to the 
Ministry of Environmental Protection, 
with infections cropping up in chicken 
and turkey farms in different areas of the 
country. 

Israel’s minister of agriculture and rural 
development, Oded Forer, said about 
600,000 chickens had been culled. He said 
that would mean a shortfall of 15 million 
eggs per month over the next few months 
and that the department was working to 
import millions of eggs. 

In an interview with Kan Radio, Isra- 
el’s public broadcaster, on Tuesday, Forer 
blamed the outdated, overcrowded chicken 
coops that he said were common in Israel 
for the severity of the outbreak of the virus. 


Indonesia 


sets rules to 
lift ban on 
Boeing jet 


By Edna Tarigan 


Associated Press 


JAKARTA, Indonesia — Indonesia said 
Wednesday it is lifting its ban on Boeing’s 737 
Max aircraft, three years after one crashed 
into the Java Sea shortly after takeoff killing 
all 189 people on board. 

The Transportation Ministry said in a 
statement Wednesday that the aircraft will 
be permitted to fly in Indonesia, but only 
after airlines carry out airworthiness direc- 
tives. 

The ministry will also conduct inspections 
before the aircraft are allowed to operate in 
the country, said Novie Riyanto, the minis- 
try’s director general of Civil Aviation. 

“Several flight operators have stated that 
they have carried out airworthiness orders 
for 737 MAX aircraft, in accordance with 
FAA provisions and will prepare training 
and simulators at the nearest facility, in 
Singapore,” Riyanto said. 

Governments grounded the Boeing 737 
Max after a total of 346 people were killed 
in the crashes of the Lion Air flight in Indo- 
nesia on Oct. 29, 2018, and an Ethiopian 
Airlines flight on March 10, 2019. 

Investigators blamed a computer system 
that pushed the plane’s nose downward in 
flight and couldn’t be overridden by pilots. 
Boeing has carried out technical upgrades 
to fix such problems. 

Earlier this month, China became the last 
major market to approve the Boeing 737 Max 
after the United States allowed flights to 
resume in December 2020. European Union 
regulators gave permission in January. Brazil 
and Canada also have given approval. 

Anton Sahadi, whose 24-year-old cousins 
Muhammad Rafi Ardian and Rian Ariandi 
died in the 2018 crash, said that he regrets 
the government decision to let the 737 Max 
fly again. 


Airlines cancel 
more US flights 


NEW YORK — Hundreds of flights were 
canceled Wednesday as the omicron vari- 
ant creates havoc both for travelers and for 
airlines that are having to cobble together 
flight crews as pilots, flight attendants 
and ground crews become infected or are 
exposed to others who have been. 

Nearly 1,000 flights were canceled by 
Wednesday afternoon and that number has 
ticked higher throughout the day, accord- 
ing to data from the flight-tracking website 
FlightAware. 

There were nearly 1,300 cancellations for 
flights entering, leaving or inside the U.S. 
Tuesday, and about 1,500 Monday. 

Delta, United and JetBlue have all said 
that the omicron variant was causing enough 
staffing issues that flights were canceled. 


China: Satellites 
put crew at risk 


BEIJING — Chinais calling on the United 
States to protect a Chinese space station 
and its three-member crew after Beijing 
complained that satellites launched by Elon 
Musk’s SpaceX nearly struck the station. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman accused 
Washington on Tuesday of ignoring its obli- 
gations under a 1967 treaty on the peaceful 
use of space to protect the safety of the Tian- 
gong station’s three-member crew following 
the July 1 and Oct. 21 incidents. 

The Tiangong performed “evasive maneu- 
vers” to “prevent a potential collision” with 
Starlink satellites launched by Space Explo- 
ration Technologies Corp., the govern- 
ment said in a Dec. 6 complaint to the U.N. 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space. 


Pending home sales 


The Pending Home Sales Index, a 
measure of housing contract activity, fell 
2.7 percent to 122.4 in November 2021. 
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Charlotte Noel sells baguettes Dec. 19 at a bakery in Paris. The price of a traditional baguette 
is projected to rise up to 10 cents in 2022. ANDREA MANTOVANI/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


In Paris, food costs are rising, 
even for the humble baguette 


By Liz Alderman 
The New York Times 


PARIS — At the Marché 
d’Aligre, a bustling open- 
air market in central Paris, 
Mohamed Sharif grabbed 
a piece of chalk and reluc- 
tantly marked up the price 
of clementines. 

Transport costs for 
produce imported to France 
had more than doubled 
since fall amid a surge in 
gasoline prices, he said, one 
of several factors that have 
driven up wholesale costs 
for oranges from Spain, 
lychee from China and 
passion fruit from Vietnam 
— and the prices he must 
charge. 

“Customers don’t under- 
stand why they are having 
to pay more for what they 
buy,” Sharif said, pricing a 
pound of clementines on 
a recent weekend at about 
$2.15, up from 90 cents a 
week earlier. “People are 
buying less because costs 
are going up.” 

Meat prices at a nearby 
butcher are up 10% since 
the summer. Some French 
cheeses are expected to rise 
20% in the new year. Even 
the traditional baguette, a 
staple of the French diet, 


will get more expensive, 
bakers say. 

Inflation, relatively quiet 
in Europe for nearly a 
decade, is starting to make 
itself felt as high energy 
prices, labor shortages and 
supply chain bottlenecks set 
off by the end of pandemic 
lockdowns course through 
everyday life. 

A record annual increase 
in prices, to 4.9% in the 
eurozone last month, is 
affecting Europe’s busi- 
nesses, factories and 
commerce. But people 
trying to put food on the 
table are also beginning to 
get squeezed. 

The outdoor fruit and 
vegetable sellers of the 
Marché d’Aligre, founded 
in 1779, are known as the 
least expensive in Paris, and 
strive to maintain affordable 
prices for basics no matter 
the economic climate, said 
Remy Costaz, whose family 
has operated a greengrocer 
stand since 1905. 

But costs for a wide vari- 
ety of goods have climbed 
with the inflationary surge. 
Among the market’s stall 
keepers and modest-in- 
come shoppers, the impact 
is already being felt. And 
many are preparing for 


worse. 

French bread is not being 
spared, either. 

At Farine + O, an artisanal 
boulangerie, and at baker- 
ies around France, the price 
of a traditional baguette is 
projected to rise up to 10 
cents in the new year, said 
employees Charlotte Noel 
and Adriana Ostojic. 

After shortages of loaves 
helped kindle the French 
Revolution, the government 
fixed prices to ensure that 
bread remained affordable 
for everyone. Those regu- 
lations ended in 1986, but 
boulangeries will try to pass 
rising costs to products like 
brioche before the baguette. 

That has become harder 
amid soaring wheat prices 
and higher electricity bills 
for the bakers’ ovens. When 
the cost of a baguette rises, 
Noel said, “there’s no ques- 
tion that it impacts people.” 

At Les Frangines d’Aligre 
fish shop, chaos from Brit- 
ain’s exit from the Euro- 
pean Union had also 
pushed prices up. A fishing 
trade war between France 
and Britain has raised the 
price of pollock and other 
fish from disputed waters 
40%, said owner Christine 
Divenzo. 
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Seeking tech ‘self-reliance; 


China fuelin 


By Joe McDonald 


Associated Press 


BEIJING — To help make 
China a self-reliant “tech- 
nology superpower,” the 
ruling Communist Party is 
pushing the world’s biggest 
e-commerce company to 
take on the tricky, expensive 
business of designing its own 
processor chips — a business 
unlike anything Alibaba 
Group has done before. 

Its 3-year-old chip unit, 
T-Head, unveiled its third 
processor in October, the 
Yitian 710 for Alibaba’s cloud 
computing business. Alibaba 
says for now, it has no plans 
to sell the chip to outsiders. 

Other rookie chip devel- 
opers including Tencent, 
a games and social media 
giant, and smartphone brand 
Xiaomiare pledging billions 
of dollars in line with official 
plans to create computing, 
clean energy and other tech- 
nology that can build China’s 
wealth and global influence. 

Processor chips play an 
increasingly critical role in 
products from smartphones 
and cars to medical devices 
and home appliances. 

Shortages due to the 
coronavirus pandemic are 
disrupting global manufac- 
turing and adding to worries 
about supplies. 

Chips are a top priority 
in the ruling Communist 
Party’s marathon campaign 
to end China’s reliance on 
technology from the United 
States, Japan and other 
suppliers Beijing sees as 
potential economic and stra- 
tegic rivals. 

If it succeeds, business 
and political leaders warn 
that might slow down inno- 
vation, disrupt global trade 
and make the world poorer. 

“Self-reliance is the foun- 
dation for the Chinese 
nation,’ President Xi Jinping 
said in March. He called for 
China to become a “technol- 
ogy superpower” to safe- 
guard “national economic 
security.” 

Beijing might be chasing a 








aX: 


g olobal unease 


alti 


People gaze at the Yitian 710 processor chip Oct. 19 in 
Hangzhou, China. The chip was developed by Alibaba, an 
e-commerce powerhouse in China. CHINATOPIX 


costly disappointment. 

Even with huge official 
investments, businesspeople 
and analysts say chipmakers 
and other companies will 
struggle to compete if they 
detach from global suppli- 
ers of advanced compo- 
nents and technology 
—agoal no other country is 
pursuing. 

“It’s hard to imagine any 
one country rebuilding all 
of that and having the best 
technology,” said Peter 
Hanbury, who follows the 
industry for Bain & Co. 

Beijing’s campaign is 
adding to tension with 
Washington and Europe, 
which see China as a stra- 
tegic competitor and 
complain it steals technol- 
ogy. They limit access to 
tools needed to improve its 
industries. 

If the world were to 
decouple, or split into 
markets with incompatible 
standards and products, 
U.S.- or European-made 
parts might not work in 
Chinese computers or cars. 
Smartphone makers who 
have a single dominant 
global operating system 


and two network stan- 
dards might need to make 
unique versions for differ- 
ent markets. That could slow 
development. 

Washington and Beijing 
need to “avoid that the world 
becomes separated,” U.N. 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said in September. 

China’s factories assem- 
ble the world’s smartphones 
and tablet computers but 
need components from 
the United States, Europe, 
Japan, Taiwan and South 
Korea. Chips are China’s 
biggest import, ahead of 
crude oil, at more than $300 
billion last year. 

Official urgency over that 
grew after Huawei Tech- 
nologies Ltd., China’s first 
global tech brand, lost access 
to U.S. chips and other tech- 
nology in 2018 under sanc- 
tions imposed by the White 
House. 

That crippled the telecom 
equipment maker’s ambition 
to be a leader in next-gener- 
ation smartphones. Ameri- 
can officials say Huaweiisa 
security risk and might aid 
Chinese spying, an accusa- 
tion the company denies. 
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Henry Akwatu recites the oath of allegiance while being sworn in as a U.S. citizen in September in the Manhattan borough of New York. BARRY WILLIAMS/NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


be happier with more people 


US woul 


By Tyler Cowen 


Bloomberg Opinion 


It is one of the most worrisome 
economic statistics of a year that was full 
of them: In 2021, according to the Census 
Bureau, the U.S. population grew at the 
slowest rate in recorded history. 

This poor performance was due to 
slowing immigration, low birth rates, and 
of course a high number of deaths from 
COVID. Total population grew by just 
0.1%, or 392,665. Even measured in abso- 
lute terms, that increase is smaller than 
during the confluence of World War I and 
the Spanish flu pandemic. 

Inflation and unemployment rates get a 
lot of attention, justifiably. But this macro- 
economic news ought to be of at least equal 
concern. That’s because — in economies as 
well as careers — what’s important is not 
only the level of achievement but also the 
momentum. The goal is to have a series of 
ascending successes pushing you toward 
successively stronger positions. 

For all its flaws, the United States is 
a marvelous collection of invented and 
evolved institutions. It took a lot of work 
to get here. At the margin, it costs rela- 


tively little to allow more people to enjoy 
and benefit from America’s Constitution, 
its favorable business environment and 

its nuclear umbrella. In the terminology 
of economics, the U.S. is a public good. 
Allowing more people in the country is 
like allowing more people to fill the empty 
seats in a theater for an excellent perfor- 
mance: Why not? 

One simple implication is that the more 
patriotic you are, the more you ought to 
believe in a large and growing population. 
Most of America’s founders certainly had 
that expectation. 

Alternately, you might think there is 
nothing special about American institu- 
tions, as many a cynic has argued, and be 
indifferent about the size of its population. 
But to arrive at that conclusion, you have to 
deny there is significant value in the basic 
American framework. 

A growing population also brings practi- 
cal advantages. Consider the year’s debate 
over the effect of stimulus on inflation. It 
doesn’t seem, with a 6.8% inflation rate, 
that America quite got the balance right. 
With a significantly growing population, 
macroeconomic policy is much easier. The 
growing demands of an increasing number 


President’s nominations 
bring diversity to courts 


By David Lat 


Los Angeles Times 


What will historians say Joe Biden and 
Donald Trump had in common? Their 
greatest presidential legacy might end up 
being how they shaped the federal judi- 
clary. 

Despite failures on other fronts, Trump 
appointed more than 200 judges, includ- 
ing three Supreme Court justices — who 
might soon vote to overrule Roe v. Wade, a 
long-standing goal of the conservative legal 
movement. With a Trump-like approval 
rating of 42%, President Biden finds 
himself in choppy waters. But on Dec. 18, 
Biden witnessed confirmation of his 40th 
federal judge — the highest number ina 
first year since President Ronald Reagan. 

And it’s not just numbers. Biden and the 
officials in his administration who pick 
judges, including White House counsel 
Dana Remus and chief of staff Ron Klain, 
are being smart and strategic. Instead of 
following the Obama administration’s 
approach, which didn’t win many confir- 
mations, the Biden administration is 
taking a page from the Trump playbook by 
moving forward aggressively on nomina- 
tions — and using the process to advance 
political and policy interests. 

First, Biden is prioritizing diversity: 
Around 80% of Biden’s confirmed nomi- 
nees so far have been women, and 65% 
have been people of color. Diversity 
strengthens the judiciary because diverse 
perspectives enhance decision-making. 
Diverse appointees also help Biden and the 
Democratic Party, boosting support and 
enthusiasm among two key constituencies: 
women and minorities (some of whom 
have shifted rightward recently). 

There’s still room for more progress. 
The Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund recently noted 
that Biden’s six nominees this year to the 
Central District of California have included 
only one Latino, for a district whose popu- 


lation is now 46% Latino and is projected 
to be more so during the decades-long 
tenures of 2021 nominees. LGBTQ repre- 
sentation also lags behind in California. 
But when it comes to diverse judicial 
nominees, Biden is still far ahead of Trump, 
whose appointees were 84% white and 
76% male. 

Second, just as Trump chose extremely 
conservative nominees, Biden is selecting 
extremely liberal nominees. Lacking an 
organization as influential as the Federal- 
ist Society to verify ideological bona fides, 
his administration has shrewdly found 
professional proxies for progressive poli- 
tics, turning to fields whose practitioners 
tend to be very liberal: public defenders, 
public-interest lawyers and attorneys 
representing labor unions. It’s too early 
to say anything definitive, but I predict 
Biden’s judges will be the most liberal since 
President Jimmy Carter’s. 

Finally, and strategically, Biden is 
emphasizing youth. As George Washington 
University law professor John Collins Jr. 
writes in a paper analyzing Biden’s nomi- 
nees, “President Biden’s first-year circuit 
judge appointees suggest that Demo- 
crats are finally taking age as seriously as 
Republicans. ... At [around 48] years old, 
the average age of his first-year appoin- 
tees is eight years younger than the circuit 
judges confirmed in President Obama’s 
first year.” This relative youth matters 
because, thanks to life tenure, young judges 
serve for longer — so even seemingly small 
differences in age can result in big differ- 
ences in legal influence over time. 

So the Biden administration’s selec- 
tion of young, liberal judges is good for the 
administration and the Democratic Party. 
Is it good for the judiciary? 

There is — or should be — a difference 
between law and politics. The law should 
not be, to paraphrase Carl von Clausewitz’s 
comment about war, the continuation of 
politics by other means. Instead, judges 
should try their best to apply the law to the 


of workers and consumers is itself a form of 
economic stimulus. But these demands are 
not in general inflationary, because they 

are offset by more work and higher output. 
Those boosts in supply will tend to offset 
inflationary pressures, and they also will 
maintain economic growth. A significantly 
growing population is a kind of macroeco- 
nomic free lunch. 

More anecdotally, have you ever visited 
a city and felt a sense of stagnation and 
decline? For me, that feeling is more 
common in a city that is losing residents 
rather than gaining them. There seem 
to be fewer and less diverse restaurants, 
theaters, even street musicians. 

In contrast, the most exciting states, 
cities and neighborhoods have lots of 
new venues and new people. Over the last 
decade the three fastest growing states, 
in percentage terms, are Utah, Idaho and 
Texas. I’ve recently visited the latter two 
and felt a palpable sense of excitement and 
ambition. 

The relationship between population 
and dynamism holds at the national level 
as well, though it is harder to see because 
declines are not always so concentrated 
in a single geographic locale. But a coun- 


try’s mood cannot help but be affected by 
how many people it has and their ability to 
make unique contributions to society. 

America’s population is not declining 
right now, but it is not doing much better 
than holding steady. That brings its own 
mood of stasis and complacency. And let 
me be so bold as to suggest that, more than 
most countries, America is highly depen- 
dent on its own sense of optimism and 
growth. Otherwise, how is it to remain a 
top innovator? How will it pay off all its 
debts? 

The most common argument against 
a growing population is that it harms the 
environment. But any potential solutions 
to environmental problems involve innova- 
tion, and more people means more poten- 
tial innovators. It is the growing, dynamic 
societies that are most likely to improve 
green energy. 

Yes, America is in a funk, and low popu- 
lation growth is both a cause and symp- 
tom. But this crisis need not be permanent 
— and one way to solve it is simply to make 
and bring in more happy people. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG: 





White House chief of staff Ron Klain, left, is one of the people in President Joe Biden’s 
administration being smart and strategic in judicial selections. MARK WILSON/GETTY 2014 


facts of the cases before them, as objec- 
tively as possible. A judge’s goal should 
be to dispense justice under the law, not 
to advance an ideological agenda. Unfor- 
tunately, judges on both the right and left 
have too often treated the law as a vehicle 
for partisan politics. The judge-picking 
process might bear some of the blame. 

It might be better for the judiciary for 
Biden — and all presidents, for that matter 
— to focus relatively little on youth and 
ideology. 

This was essentially the Obama admin- 
istration’s approach, partly because it was 
Obama’s own centrist inclination, and 
partly because, back when the filibuster 
was in effect, confirming judges who were 
too far from the center was impossible. 

To prevent further politicization (if 
that’s even possible), we might want to 
consider structural changes to the nomina- 
tion process for future administrations. 

First, we could bring back the filibus- 
ter for judicial nominees, eliminated for 
lower-court judges in 2013 (when Demo- 
crats controlled the Senate) and Supreme 
Court justices in 2017 (when Republicans 
controlled the Senate). When the filibus- 
ter was in effect, judicial nominees effec- 


tively needed 60 votes for confirmation. 
This ensured that any successful nominee 
would have at least some votes from the 
other party, making it difficult to appoint 
extreme or unqualified judges. (Of course, 
bringing back the filibuster would also 
require a return to senators voting for judi- 
cial nominees of the other party as long 

as they’re qualified, ideological disagree- 
ments notwithstanding — which is, admit- 
tedly, a far cry from today’s party-line votes 
on clearly qualified candidates.) 

Second, we could consider for lower- 
court judges something currently being 
discussed extensively for Supreme Court 
justices: term limits. If judges served for, 
say, 18 years rather than life, the parties 
would face less pressure to put forward the 
youngest and most ideological nominees, 
as the current system incentivizes. But 
realistically speaking, nothing will happen 
any time soon to change the selection strat- 
egies. 

President Biden, I have a perfect pick 
for you: my 4-year-old. He’s young, smart, 
diverse — and very, very opinionated. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG. 
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Lisa McNeil 
Unit #2125 
Household items 









Laura Manka 
Unit #3150 
Household Items 









Rayford Crosby 
Unit #3188 
Collectibles Clothing 









42/23/21, 12/30/21 7112167 





Willington Republicans 


Notice is hereby given that there will 
be a caucus of all enrolled Republican 
electors of the Town of Willington, CT on 
January 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Willington Public Library, 7 Ruby Road, 
Willington, CT, to endorse candidates 
for the Willington Republican Town 
Committee. 

12/30/2021 7106181 


Notice of Public Sale 


The following self-storage Cube contents 
containing household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart at 
55 Research Parkway. Old Saybrook, 
CT 06475 to satisfy a lien on January 
1/11/2022 at approx. 12:00 p.m. at 
www.storagetreasures.com: 

Cube: 204 - John Bennett 

Cube: 2057- Jeffery Desiata 

Cube: 2084- David Brown 

Cube: 2332- John Bennett 

Cube: 24962 — Amanda Hess 

Cube: 801 - lan Kilty 

12/28, 12/30/2021 7113617 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Alan Laviana, AKA Alan 
J. Laviana, AKA Alan John Laviana 
(21-00538) 


The Hon. Cynthia C. Becker, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Simsbury 
Regional Probate Court, by decree dated 
December 27, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Lisa Sargent, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Aaron Laviana 

c/o ALANA TERESE DECHELLO, DECHELLO 
LAW FIRM LLC, 1 10 WASHINGTON AVE, 
NORTHHAVEN, CT 06473 

12/30/21 7116833 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF CROMWELL ZONING BOARD 
OF APPEALS 


The Cromwell Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing and Meeting at 
6:30 pm on Tuesday January 11, 2022 
in the Council Chambers at the Cromwell 
Town Hall at 41 West Street on the fol- 
lowing item: 


1. Application #21-16: Request for 
Variance from Section 2.2.B Bulk 
Requirements of the Zoning Regulations 
(Side Yard Setback, Aggregate Side Yard 
Setback and building coverage ratio) 
to allow for the construction of two car 
garage on the side of the house at 9 
Ridge Road. William & Rebecca Coons 
are the Applicants and the Owners. 


At this hearing interested parties may ap- 
pear and be heard and written testimony 
received. The application is on file in the 
Planning and Development Department 
office at 41 West Street, Cromwell, 
Connecticut. 


Joseph Morin 
Chairman 


Dated in Cromwell, Connecticut this 23th 
day of December 2021. 
12/30, 1/6/2022 7115342 


TOWN OF CROMWELL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF DECISION 


At its regular meeting on December 21, 
2021 the Town of Cromwell Planning and 
Zoning Commission met and took the 
following actions: 


1. Voted to approve Application #18-55: 
Request to the Release Erosion Control 
Bond for the construction of a hotel at 76 
Berlin Road. AVA Group is the Applicant 
and Cobblestone Associates, LLC is the 
Owner. 


2. Voted to issue a positive Section 8-24 
Mandatory Referral for the acceptance 
of 575 square feet of land adjacent to 
the town right of way at 110 Court Street 
for future sidewalks and road widening. 
Kane Street Associates LLC is the 
Owner. 


3. Voted to approve with a condition 
Application #21-32: Request to Create 
an 8 lot Subdivision at 20 Woodside 
Road. Reed Builders is the Applicant and 
Constance J. Scheu is the Owner. 


4. Voted to approve with a condition 
Application #21-33: Request for a 
Special Permit under Section 6.6 of the 
Zoning Regulations to create a Rear Lot 
at 20 Woodside Road. Reed Builders is 
the Applicant and Constance J. Scheu is 
the Owner. 


Alice Kelly 
Chairman 


Dated in Cromwell, Connecticut this the 
23rd day December of 2021. 
12/30/21 7115332 


Legal Notice 
Town of Canton 
Planning & Zoning Commission (PZC) 
Special Virtual Meeting 
January 5, 2022 at 7:00 pm 


People can hear the meeting and make 
comments/questions by calling the fol- 
lowing number: 

Call In: +1 929 436 2866 

Webinar ID: 822 2433 3916 

Passcode: 846420 


Or view the meeting by using the follow- 
ing link: 

Link: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/8222 
4333916?pwd=aEdmbjhZTDROc3ZkSUg 
vdmc4K3BZZz09 

Passcode: 7tQPAv 


The Canton PZC will hold a public hearing 
as part of a special virtual meeting on 
Wednesday, January 5, 2022 at 7:00 
p.m., for the following application: 


File 475; Aplin 2125; 9 and 15 Albany 
Turnpike; Assessor Map 32 = and 
36; Parcel 1010009 and 1010015; 
Zone: EGDVD; Special Permit, Section 
7.5.D.3.5.b., earthwork and grading over 
2,000 cubic yards in connection with and 
clearly essential to other; Special Permit, 
Section 7.5.E.2., operation of earth ma- 
terial processing, screening or crushing 
equipment; Section 7.6., soil erosion 
and sediment control; and Site Plan 
Application, Section 9.1; proposed grad- 
ing activities to provide an opportunity to 
create a gravel access road to the rear 
of the property line in the future; 9-15 
Albany Turnpike, LLC, applicant/owner 


Dated at Canton, Connecticut, this 17th 
day of December 2021 


Jonathan Thiesse, Chairman 
Lansford Perry, Secretary 


Application materials and meeting 
information can be found at the following 
location: http://www.townofcantonct. 
org/agendas-minutes-meetings 


We encourage those looking to submit 
testimony, to do so in advance via email 
to Town Planner Neil Pade at npade@ 
townofcantonct.org 

12/23/21, 12/30/21 7110859 


The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must 
be made with cash only and paid at the above referenced facility in order to complete the 
transaction. Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of the personal property. 





ExtraSpace Storage, 56 Pameacha Ave, Middletown, CT 06457 860-575-7610 January 


TOWN OF FARMINGTON 
TOWN PLAN AND ZONING 
COMMISSION 


Notice is hereby given that the Town 
Plan and Zoning Commission will hold an 
ONLINE public hearing Monday, January 
10, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. on the following 
application: 

Alpine Energy LLC application for special 
permit and site plan approval for spe- 
cialty food market at 6 Park Pond Road, 
Bi zone. 

Robert Schechinger, Jr. ASLA application 
for amendment to the zoning regulations 
Article Il, Section 1.B.5. Charitable and 
Philanthropic Institution. 

Town of Farmington/Eversource applica- 
tion for special permit to remove five 
trees within the scenic road portion of 
Old Mountain Road between Mountain 
Spring Road and the northern connection 
with Talcott Notch Road per Ordinance 
Lode 

Interested parties are encouraged to par- 
ticipate in this ONLINE Public Hearing. 
The link to this meeting may be found 
on the Town of Farmington’s website at 
https://www.farmington-ct.org/about- 
farmington/calendar-meetings. A copy 
of this proposal is online at https:// 
www.farmington-ct.org/government/ 
town-plan-zoning-commission/public- 
hearing-documents or by calling the 
Planning Department at Farmington Town 
Hall at 860-675-2325. 

Dated at Farmington, Connecticut, this 
22nd day of December 2021. 

TOWN PLAN AND ZONING COMMISSION 
Barbara Brenneman, Chair 

12/30, 1/6/2022 7114152 


LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
ESSEX PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Essex 
Planning and Zoning Commission will 
hold the following public hearing on 
Tuesday, January 4, 2022, at Essex Town 
Hall 29 West Avenue Essex, CT (see 
agenda on Town’s website www.essexct. 
gov for further details), at 7:00 p.m. to 
hear the following application: 


PZC Application 21-12 Special Exception 
under Section 90 proposing a 12,325 sq 
ft addition to the existing building to be 
used for Boar’s Head business and for 
rental space in accordance with uses 
permitted at 49 Plains Road. Applicant/ 
Owner: Piage Management Corp 


PZC Application 21-14 Special Exception 
under Section 60A.2(D) proposing to 
convert the existing public wellness 
center and spa into a private wellness 
center housing no more than eight (8) 
suites plus the existing ranch house at 
63 South Main Street Essex. Applicant/ 
Owner: Essex House LLC 


Copies of the application are on file in 
the Town Clerk’s Office and Land Use 
Department at Essex Town Hall and can 
be viewed on the Town’s webpage. 


Essex Planning and Zoning Commission 
Russell Smith, Chairman 
12/23, 30/21 7107538 


LEGAL NOTICE 
REGULAR MEETING AND PUBLIC 
HEARING WEST HARTFORD HISTORIC 
DISTRICT COMMISSION 


The West Hartford Historic District 
Commission (WHHDC) will hold a meet- 
ing and public hearing on the following 
applications for: 


Certificates of Appropriateness _ for 
exterior window replacements and a new 
wooden fence to 1563 Boulevard, West 
Hartford, CT by James Macchio. 


Certificate of Appropriateness for a new 
kiln vent to 87 Mountain Road West 
Hartford, CT by Roxanne Stachelek. 


Certificate of Appropriateness for 
replacement of existing aluminum siding 
with vinyl to 153 Buena Vista Road West 
Hartford, CT by Jennifer Guarino. 


Certificate of Appropriateness for roof- 
mounted solar panels to 156 Raymond 
Road West Hartford, CT by Marty Hublitz. 


The hearing will be held in-person at 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 12, 
2022, at the West Hartford Town Hall, 
Room 312. A special meeting of the 
Commission will follow the public hear- 
ing. All interested parties are invited to 
attend and be heard. 


West Hartford Historic District 
Commission 


“ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A_ DISABILITY 
WHO NEEDS SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING OR PUBLIC 
HEARING SHOULD CONTACT SUZANNE 
OSLANDER, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES, 860-561-7580 SEVEN DAYS 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING OR PUBLIC 
HEARING.” 

12/30/21 7116651 


LEGAL NOTICE 
OLD SAYBROOK ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town 
of Old Saybrook will hold a_ public 
hearing on Wednesday, January 12, 
2022 at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 
First Floor Conference Room located at 
302 Main Street, Old Saybrook and via 
teleconference 


Public Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/9 
6174417686? pwd=Zk1kWmV2VII3VVV1 
TUNtNEZRSEsSOQTO9 

Meeting ID: 961 7441 7686 

Meeting Passcode: 302302 
Teleconference Dial-In: (929) 436-2866 
One Tap Mobile: 
tel://9294362866,,96174417686# 

to hear the following: 


21/22-11C Alan Weil seeks a _ vari- 
ance of Par. 58.2.1 (riparian buffer 
setback/100’ required/21.8’ to pool, 
15.8’ to pool patio & 8’ to grading/ 
landscaping proposed) and Par 58.6 
(setback Gateway Conservation 
Zone/100’ required/21.8’ to pool, 15.8’ 
to pool patio & 8’ to grading/landscap- 
ing proposed) and Par 68.1.2.B.9 (tidal 
wetland setback/50’ required/ 21.8’ to 
pool, 15.8’ to pool patio & 8’ to grading/ 
landscaping proposed) of the Zoning 
Regulations to permit the renovation of 
an existing pool, removal of concrete 
patio around pool and installation of 
patio partially greater than 6” above 
existing grade with landscaping at 9 
Cedar Lane, Map 16/Lot 65, Residence 
AA-2 District, Coastal Area Management 
Zone, Gateway Conservation Zone. 


21/22-12 Lisa & Mike Donovan seek 
a variance of Par 10.7.1 & 10.7.2 
(non-conformity enlargement/change); 
Par 24.5.1 (street line setback/25’ 
required/21.4’ to Church St. & 19’ 
to Willard Avenue Ext. proposed); Par 
24.6.2 (structure coverage Gateway 
Conservation Zone/15% allowed/15.1% 
proposed) of the Zoning Regulations to 
permit the construction of a 264 s.f. at- 
tached garage at 70 Church Street, Map 
24/Lot 25, Residence A District, Coastal 
Area Management Zone, Gateway 
Conservation Zone. 


At this hearing, interested persons may 
appear or submit written communication 
in advance. 

Plans are available for review in the Land 
Use Department, 302 Main Street and at 
oldsaybrookct.gov/zoning-board-appeals 
12/30, 1/6/2022 7105067 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that Extra Space Storage will sell at public auction, to satisfy the 
lien of the owner, personal property described below belonging to those individuals listed 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF NEW HARTFORD 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 


The Planning & Zoning Commission will 
meet on Wednesday, January 12, 2022 
at 7:00PM by Zoom to conduct the fol- 
lowing public hearing(s): 


Town of New Hartford — Text Amendment: 
Add Section 5.8 Designed Development 
Zones. 


Dated this 14th day of December, 2021 
By Theodore Stoutenberg, Chairman 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
12/30/21 & 1/6/21 7106252 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF WEST HARTFORD 


The West Hartford Town Council will hold 
a public hearing on January 11, 2022 at 
7:00 p.m. on an Ordinance Appropriating 
an Amount Not to Exceed $2,500,000 in 
the Capital Improvement Fund for Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022 for the Construction of 
the Eisenhower Park Swimming Pool and 
Bath House and Authorizing the Issuance 
of Bonds of the Town in an Amount Not 
to Exceed $2,500,000 to Finance the 
Appropriation and Pending the Issuance 
Thereof the Making of Temporary 
Borrowing for Such Purpose. 

This meeting is being conducted in a 
virtual format in accordance with the 
Freedom of Information Act as amended 
by Public Act No. 24-2 which authorizes 
municipalities to conduct public meet- 
ings virtually. 

This meeting will be available live on 
West Hartford Community Interactive: 
Comcast Channel 5 and Frontier TV 
Channel 6098, YouTube as well as www. 
whctv.org Any resident or taxpayer of the 
Town who wishes to address the Council 
during the Public Forum portion of the 
agenda should call (408) 418-9388 and 
enter access code 2632 666 6343 at 
the start of the meeting. Callers will 
be placed in a queue. When the Public 
Forum portion begins, the meeting mod- 
erator will provide instructions on how 
callers will be recognized. Only persons 
who intend to participate in the Public 
Forum should call in. All other persons 
may watch and listen on television or 
online. 

A complete copy of the ordinance is on 
file and open to public inspection in the 
Office of the Town Clerk/Council Clerk, 
Room 312, Town Hall, 50 South Main 
Street, West Hartford, Connecticut. At 
this hearing, interested person(s) may be 
heard or submit written communication 
as outlined below. 


VIDEO PARTICIPATION: 

Any interested person(s) may participate 
by video in real-time by following the 
navigation paths below: 

1) www.webex.com >Join A 
Meeting>Enter Meeting Information 
2632 666 6343 >Enter password 


2) www.westhartfordct.gov > Government 
Tab > Meetings & Agendas 

Participants will be muted upon entry 
into the public hearing and only unmuted 
once prompted by the Chair/Moderator. 


AUDIO COMMENT: 

Any interested person(s) may participate 
in real-time by calling at the scheduled 
date and time and using the following 
access code: 

January 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

Call: 1 (408) 418-9388 Access 
Code: 2632 666 6343 

Participants using caller ID blocking will 
not be permitted to participate. When 
prompted by the Chair and/or Moderator, 
participants will need to unmute them- 
selves by pressing *6. 


WRITTEN COMMENT: 
Any interested person(s) may submit a 
written comment via email to comment@ 
westhartfordct.gov. Written comments 
will be made part of the record at the 
public hearing. In order to be included as 
part of the record, comments must meet 
the following requirements: 
* Comments must be received no later 
than noon on January 11, 2022. 
* The “subject” of the email shall be: 
“Ordinance Appropriating an Amount 
Not to Exceed $2,500,000 in Capital 
Improvement Fund”. 
- The body of the email must begin with 
the interested person(s) full name and 
street address. 
* Comments must be germane to the ap- 
plication and no longer than 500 words. 
Essie S. Labrot, Town Clerk/Council 
Clerk 
Any individual with a disability who needs 
special assistance to participate in the 
public hearing should contact Suzanne 
Oslander, Department of Social Services, 
860-561-7580, at least seven days prior 
to the hearing. 
12/30/21 7109241 


Notice of Public Sale 


The following self-storage Cube contents 
containing household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart 
at 45 Schoolhouse Rd Old Saybrook, 
Ct. 06475 to satisfy a lien on January 
1/11/2022 at approx. 12:00 p.m. at 
www.storagetreasures.com: 

Cube : 30964 Sarah Adler 

12/28, 12/30/2021 7113608 


Bid Notice 


All bid notices for the Town of West 
Hartford are available at www. 
WestHartfordCT.gov/Bids. Bid notices 
may also be obtained through public 
access computers at any Town library. 
Questions may be directed to the Town 
at 860-561-7470. 

12/2/2021, 12/9/2021, 12/16/2021, 
12/23/2021, 12/30/2021 7096253 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: The following 
self-storage Cube contents containing 
household and other goods will be sold 
for cash by CubeSmart, 1053 Cromwell 
Ave, Rocky Hill, CT 06067 to satisfy a 
lien on Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 
approx. 11AM at www.storagetreasures. 
com 

Cube# BO75 Taylor Walker; Cube# B250 
Jessi Marshall. 

12/29/21 & 12/30/21 7115431 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Lester Raymond Kingsley 
(21-00604) 


The Hon. Cynthia C. Becker, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Simsbury 
Regional Probate Court, by decree dated 
December 27, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Lisa Sargent, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Margaret M. Kingsley c/o SALLY KIRTLEY, 
LAW OFFICES OF GEORGE B. BICKFORD, 
LLC, 12 CHURCH RD, PO BOX 410, 

CITY, EAST GRANBY, CT 06026 

12/30/21 7116804 


To all enrolled members of the 
Democratic Party of the Town Avon, CT. 
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic 
Party and State election laws, you are 
hereby notified that a caucus will be 
held on: Tuesday January 4, 2022, at 
the Avon Senior Center, 635 W Avon Rd, 
Avon, CT at 7:00pm to elect up to 40 
members to the Avon Democratic Town 
Committee and to transact other busi- 
ness aS may be proper to come before 
said caucus. Dated at Avon, CT on the 
30th of December, 2021. 


Democratic Town Committee of Avon 
Brian McDermott 

Chairperson 

12/30/2021 7116826 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AVON 


The Planning and Zoning Commission 
of the Town of Avon will hold a Public 
Hearing via GoToMeeting on Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. on the 
following: 


App. #4967 - Waterville Road LLC, 
owner, ENE Realty, applicant, request 
for Special Exception under Section 
VII.C.4.b.(2) of Avon Zoning Regulations 
to permit detached sign, 22 Waterville 
Road, Parcel 4500022, in a CPA Zone 


All interested persons may join the 
GoToMeeting and be heard and written 
communications will be received. 
Application information is available in the 
Department of Planning and Community 
Development. A copy of this notice is on 
file in the Office of the Avon Town Clerk, 
Town Hall. Dated at Avon this 23rd day of 
December 2021. 


PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
12/30/21 & 1/6/22 7116871 


Sudoku 


EVERY DAY IN 


WEST HARTFORD PLAN AND ZONING COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 


The Town of West Hartford Plan and Zoning Commission also acting as the Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Agency, will hold its Regular Meeting at 6:00 PM. on Monday, January 
3, 2022. The public hearing and meeting will be conducted exclusively in a format in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act as amended by Public Act No. 21-2 which 
authorizes municipalities to conduct public meetings virtually. The proceedings and will 
convene at 6:15 PM. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard on the following: 

4 Banbury Lane - Application (IWW#1129) of Martin Ringey on behalf of Nancy & Don Hunt, 
(R.O), requesting approval of an Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Permit to conduct cer- 
tain regulated activities which may have an adverse impact on a wetlands regulated area. 
The applicant has submitted a plan to preform site work and associated landscaping. The 
proposed work is partially within the 150 ft. upland review area and no direct wetlands 
impacts are proposed. (Submitted for IWWA receipt on October 7, 2021. Determined to 
be potentially significant and set for public hearing on November 3, 2021. Per applicant’s 
request public hearing was opened and immediately continued to December 6, 2021 and 


again to January 3, 2022.) 


840 North Main Street - Intensive Education Academy — Application (SUP #1351-LB-21) of 
Jeffrey Forman, Executive Director of the Intensive Education Academy, Inc., (R.O.), request- 
ing TPZ review and look-back of compliance with the conditions of SUP #1351. Originally 
approved November 6, 2019 for an expanded and new playground areas. (Submitted for 
TPZ receipt on December 6, 2021. Required public hearing scheduled for January 3, 2022.) 
228 Bloomfield Avenue - University of Hartford — Application (SUP #1353-LB-21) of Chris 
Dupuis on behalf of University of Hartford, (R.O.), requesting TPZ review and look-back of 
compliance with the conditions of SUP #1353. Originally approved November 6, 2019 for 
an outdoor fire pit and landscaping improvements. (Submitted for TPZ receipt on December 
6, 2021. Required public hearing scheduled for January 3, 2022.) 

119 Flagg Road - Westmoor Park — Application (SUP #1352-LB-21) of Helen Rubino-Turco, 
Director of Leisure Services, on behalf of the Town of West Hartford, (R.O.), requesting TPZ 
review and look-back of compliance with the conditions of SUP #1352. Originally approved 
November 6, 2019 for an open-air outdoor classroom structure. (Submitted for TPZ receipt 
on December 6, 2021. Required public hearing scheduled for January 3, 2022.) 

40 Still Road — Application (IWW #1162) of Nadia Wright, Juliano’s Pools, on behalf of 
Jessica Tagliarini, (R.O.), requesting approval of an Inland Wetlands and Watercourse 
Permit to conduct certain regulated activities which may have an adverse impact on a 
wetlands regulated area. The applicant is proposing a 22’ x 36’ in-ground pool with associ- 
ated site improvements including a patio, addition to an existing deck, and screened in 
porch. The proposed work is within the 150 ft. upland review area and no direct wetlands 
impacts are proposed. (Submitted for IWWA receipt on December 6, 2021. Determined to 
be potentially significant and set for public hearing on January 3, 2022.) 

920-924 Farmington Avenue — Application (IWW #1163) of Farmington Avenue Acquisitions, 
LLC, (R.O.), requesting approval of an Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Permit to conduct 
certain regulated activities which may have an adverse impact on a wetlands regulated 
area. The applicant is proposing the demolition and redevelopment existing office build- 
ings to support a mixed-use building with associated parking, landscaping, site and utility 
improvements. The proposed work is within the 150 ft. upland review area and no direct 
wetlands impacts are proposed. A companion SDD application will be submitted to the 
Council and ultimately referred to the TPZ. (Submitted for IWWA receipt on December 6, 
2021. Determined to be potentially significant and set for public hearing on January 3, 


2022.) 


10 Ridgebrook Drive — Application (IWW 1164) of Brad & Liz Normand, (R.O.), requesting 
approval of a map amendment to the Official Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Map of 
the Town of West Hartford. The proposed amendment is based on an onsite soil survey 
prepared by a professional soil scientist. (Submitted for IWWA receipt on December 6, 
2021. Required public hearing scheduled for January 3, 2022.) 

The applications are available for public review in the Town Plan and Zoning Office, Room 
214, Town Hall, 50 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107, or by visiting the Town’s 
website and following this navigation path: Government Tab > Boards & Commissions > 
Town Plan & Zoning / Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Agency > Next Meeting & Agenda 
at: https://www.westhartfordct.gov/government-services/boards-commisions/town-plan- 
zoning-iwwa, or by email request to comment.tpz@westhartfordct.gov. 


VIRTUAL MEETING VIEWING INSTRUCTIONS: 


Members of the public can view the meeting live on YouTube at https://youtu.be/ 
SvXLqixWa_l or on West Hartford Community Television at www.whctv.org and www. 
youtube/whctv5. The meeting is also being recorded for on-demand viewing and will be 
available on the Town’s website for at least 45 days. 


AUDIO COMMENT: 


Any interested person(s) may participate in real-time by calling: 

1 (408) 418-9388 and using the following Access Code: 2349 391 4359, at 6:15 pm. 
Participants using caller ID blocking will not be permitted to participate. Participants will 
be called on in the order in which their call was received. When prompted by the Chair 
and/or Moderator, participants will have the permission to speak on matters germane to 


the hearing. 
WRITTEN COMMENT: 


Any interested person(s) may submit a written comment via email to comment.tpz@west- 
hartfordct.gov or via mail attention: Town Plan & Zoning Commission, Town Plan and Zoning 
Office, Room 214, Town Hall, 50 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107. 

Written comments will be made part of the record at the January 3, 2022 public hearing 
and posted on the Town’s website. In order to be included as part of the record, comments 


must meet the following requirements: 


- Comments must be received no later than 3:30 PM on January 3, 2022. 
- The “subject” of the email shall be: “[Application # and Address], TPZ January 3rd 


Public Hearing”. 


- The body of the email must begin with the interested person(s) full name and street 


address. 


- Comments must be germane to the application and no longer than 500 words.. 


Kevin Ahern, TPZ/IWWA, Chairman 


Todd Dumais, Town Planner/IWWA Administrative Officer 

“Any individual with a disability who needs special assistance to participate in a meet- 
ing or public hearing should contact Suzanne Oslander, Department of Social Services, 
860.561.7580, seven days prior to the meeting or public hearing.” 

Posted to Town Website on 12/20/2021; Published on 12/23/2021 and 12/30/2021 


12/23, 12/30/2021 7110723 


Get more out of your subscription 
by setting up your digital account 


It’s easy to start your online access! Visit: go-activate.com 


| TRIBUNE 
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Staying in the 
Know IS easy. 


Each weekday, 
you Il get the 
latest stories 

Curated by our 

editors on your 

smart speaker or 
streaming service. 


Available on 
Amazon Echo, 
Apple Music, 
Google Home, 
Spotity 
and more. 


Start now at 
PlayOurNews.com 


Chicago Cribune 
THE MORNING CALL 
DAILY8NEWS 
Hartford Courant 
THE BALTIMORE SUN 
Orlando Sentinel 
Daily Press 
Che Virginian-Pilot 


SOUTH FLORIDA 


SunSentinel 
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YOUR PERFECT 


JOB 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


IS WAITING 


Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. 


FIREFIGHTER-BLS/ALS (lateral) 
Newport, Rl a 
Navy Region Mid-Atlantic: Naval Station 
Newport (RI). Firefighter EMT: $60,396 
to $95,016/yr. (DOQ) 

Firefighter Paramedic: $60,396 to 
$115,914/yr. (DOQ) 

Minimum FF-2, HazMat Ops, EMT or 
NRP required. Excellent Federal ben- 
efits, plus Tuition Assistance, Paid C.E., 
IAFF shop. Email DirectHireFire@navy. 
mil and put “RI Firefighter BLS-ALS” 
in subject line for benefits informa- 
tion and Federal employment resume 
guide. Equal Opportunity Employer. 


CT 





























— , 


courant.com/jobs 





NEWS UPDATES 24/7 | TOWNS | WEATHER | LIFE & FAMILY | SPORTS | MONEY | JOBS 


To advertise, call 860-525-2525 


or placeanad.courant.com 








BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


CANOE 17FT' FIBERGLASS~ w/ 
Paddles $275 OBO 860-212-8340 


CRAFTSMAN TABLE SAW W/JOINER 
$125 OBO 860-212-8340 


EISENHOWER ‘53 INAUGURAL 
POSTER $99 OBO 860-212-8340 


FENDER Mustang GT 100 Pristine, 
mint $275. 860-262-0512 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 




















SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 









SNOWSHOES NEW MAGNESIUM W/ 
BINDINGS $59 860-212-8340 


SOCKETS QUARTER AND HALF-INCH 
50 cents each 860-212-8340 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 





TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


www.courant.com/pets 





Dogs 


AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES 
Purebred Akc Registered,hip&health 
guar. blk/red,blk/tan,sable 

978-249-3724 $1400 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 









COCKAPO0 
5 cockapoo available. great family 
dogs. Parents on site. Ready jan 8th 





> 8 0 





ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 








ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 


Get Comfy. 


Every Friday. 





dD ~ 





A , a Se /) 


BUYING ALL MILITARY ITEMS 


Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 





BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 






Buy. Sell. Save. 






SPORTS CARDS WANTED Baseball, 
Football, Basketball, Hockey. Cash 
Paid. Please call (860) 692-2164 





=) Announcements 


Lost/Found 


IMPOUND - #141 Shih Tzu, Male, 
White & Tan. #142 Pitbull Mix, Male, 
Black & White. Call Hartford PD at 
860-757-4000. 





Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 








Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 


Courant 


Local properties 
on the market and 
real estate 
transactions. 


Every Friday. 








PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


Notice Of Democratic Caucus 


To enrolled members of the Democratic Party 
of the 

Town of East Granby, Connecticut. Pursuant 
to the rules of the 

Democratic Party and State Election Laws, 
you are hereby notified that a caucus will be 
held on January 10th 2022 at 7:15 pm in 
the East Granby Library large meeting room, 
24 Center St, East Granby, Connecticut to 
endorse candidates for the Democratic Town 
Committee and to transact other business as 
may be proper to come before said caucus. 
Dated at East Granby, Connecticut, on the 
27th Day of December, 2021. 


Michael S. Malloy / Chairman 
12/30/21 7117712 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 












Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





Connecticut 


NOTICE OF DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 


To enrolled members of the Democratic Party 
of the Town of Farmington, Connecticut. 
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic 
Party and State election laws, you are 
hereby notified that a caucus will be held 
on: Thursday, January 6, 2022, at 6:30 pm 
at the Farmington Community and Senior 
Center, 321 New Britain Avenue, Unionville, 
Connecticut 06085 to endorse candidates 
for the Democratic Town Committee, and to 
tranact other business as may be proper to 
come before said caucus. 

Dated at Farmington, Connecticut on the 
27th day of December, 2021. 

Democratic Town Committee of Farmington 
Michael Daly, Chairperson 

12/30/2021 7117807 








NOTICE OF DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 


To enrolled members of the Democratic Party 
of the Town of Barkhamsted, Connecticut 
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic 
Party and State election laws, you are hereby 
notified that a caucus will be held on: January 
5, 2022, at 7:00pm, at Barkhamsted Town 
Garage 33 New Hartford Rd, Barkhamsted 
CT to elect town committee members and to 
transact other business as may be proper to 
come before said caucus. 

Dated at Barkhamsted, Connecticut, on the 
December 29, 2021. 

Democratic Town Committee of Barkhamsted 
Matthew J. Kelly 
Chairperson 
12/30/2021 7117756 





Legal Notice — West Hartford Republican 
Town Committee Caucus 


Notice is hereby given that there will be a 
caucus of all enrolled Republicans electors 
of all districts in the Town of West Hartford 
on Monday, January 10, 2022 at The West 
Hartford Town Hall, 4th Floor, Room 400 at 
7:00pm ET; this applies to all West Hartford 
districts, (districts 1 — 9) to endorse candi- 
dates for the Republican Town Committee. 
12/29/21-1/1/22, 1/3, 4/22 7116097 





NOTICE OF DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 


To enrolled members of the Democratic Party 
of the Town of: Simsbury, Connecticut 
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic 
Party and State election laws, you are hereby 
notified that a caucus will be held on: January 
6, 2022, at 7:00 PM, at Eno Hall, 754 
Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury, CT 06070 to 
endorse candidates for the Democratic Town 
Committee and to transact other business as 
may be proper to come before said caucus. 
Dated at Simsbury, Connecticut, on the 28th 
of December 2021 


Democratic Town Committee of Simsbury 
Lori Fernand 

Chairperson 

12/30/2021 7117824 








Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





Liquor Notices 


LIQUOR PERMIT 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 


This is to give notice that I, BINGHUI 
YANG, 26 RED BUSH LN MILFORD, CT 
06461-2739. Have filed an application plac- 
arded 12/27/2021 with the Department 
of Consumer Protection for a RESTAURANT 
LIQUOR PERMIT for the sale of alco- 
holic liquor on the premises at 71 WILLIAM 
SHORTY CAMPBELL ST HARTFORD CT 
06106-3401. The business will be owned 
by CAJUN RESTAURANT HARTFORD LLC. 
Entertainment will consist of: No Live 
Entertainment Objections must be filed by: 
02-07-2022. 


12/27/2021 
BINGHUI YANG 
12/30, 1/6/2022 7117708 
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Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. 


Extend your reach. 
Access customized technology. 
Simplify your search. 
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YOUR PERFECT 


IS WAITING 


Stop wasting time searching for talent. 
Find the right talent with tribune publishing 
recruitment services. 





courant.com/jobs 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Bristol Out of State 
James A. Gingras Luigi J. J. Secondo 
Barbara P. Kasabucki Plainville 
Burlington Elizabeth Witkowski 
Elizabeth Witkowski Rocky Hill 
East Hartford Maria Coelho 
Katherine Elliott South Windsor 
Enfield Salvatore J. 
Marie S. Miller Carilli, Jr. 
Luigi J. J. Secondo Southington 
Hartford Carol E. Bennett 
Maria M. Lopes Charles S. Gay 
Marie S. Miller Regina Wolak 


Alfred Narcisse 
Marilyn Roessler 


Stafford Springs 
Christine A. Denette 


Manchester Vernon 
Carlos G. Benavides Salvatore J. 

New Britain Carilli, Jr. 
Anthony Cistulli Joseph G. Tarvano 
James A. Gingras West Hartford 


Maria Coelho 
Anthony Riccio, Sr. 
Marilyn Roessler 
Wethersfield 
Anthony Riccio, Sr. 


Helen Verrier 
Newington 
Ronald Poulin 
Helen Verrier 
Other Towns in CT 
Anthony Cistulli 
Christine A. Denette 
Charles S. Gay 


* Denotes name listing only. 


y 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


ialacaatig Carlos G., MD 


Carlos Roberto Gonzalo 

Andres Benavides, MD, in clas- 

sic form, chose Christmas Day 

to cross over, back to God. He 

was born June 16, 1934 into 

the arms of Elena Spikula 

Benavides and Jaime 

Benavides, MD of Laurelton, 

NY. He spent his childhood in 

NY and Costa Rica, walking 

uphill to school both ways. 

When he was 14 he drove with 

his mother and sister, Nena, 

across the country and boarded a ship to 

join his father in Japan. There he graduated 

High School as Valedictorian in his class of 

one. He received his BS from the University 

of Michigan and went on to medical school at the 

University of Pennsylvania. While completing his in- 

ternship he met the love of his life, Elizabeth Watts. 

After serving 3 years as a lieutenant/physician in the 

Navy, he married Betty in 1964, whisking her away from 

the wedding in a helicopter. They returned to NYC 

where he completed his residencies at Lenox Hill 

Hospital and the NY Eye & Ear Infirmary. The family 

moved to Glastonbury, CT in 1971 and he began prac- 

ticing as an ENT in Manchester “stomping out disease 

and suffering” until his 80th birthday. He may have 

been behind schedule every day in the office, but he 

practiced old-school medicine, listening and caring 

deeply for all he treated no matter how long it took. He 

ran 44 Manchester Road Races and 4 marathons. We 

will miss him dearly. He is survived by his wife Betty 

and his children Caroline & Lincoln Woodard of 

Glastonbury, Elizabeth & Jeffrey LoVetere of Colchester, 

Maria Benavides & Will Sharp of Bend, OR, and Rob & 

Becca Benavides of West Hartford. He was also the 

best Bubba to his 10 grandchildren: Elena, Ben, Anna, 

Shawn, Brayden, Ryan, Ethan, Sonora, Taylor and 

Mason. A Celebration of Life is planned for early Spring. 

In lieu of flowers, please send scholarship contribu- 

tions to the MCC Foundation. For online condolences, 
please visit www.mulryanfh.com 


MULRYAN 


“FUNERAL HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Elliott, Katherine 


a Katherine (Kathy) Farris 

ete Elliott, 88, of East Hartford, 

am 4CT and Dover-Foxcroft, ME, 
passed away at Capitol City 
Manor in Augusta on 
Thursday, December 16, 
2021. She was born in 
Bridgton on December 12, 
1933 to Margaret (Sawtelle) 
and Raymond Hilton, later to 
deeicteete: be adopted by Hollis B. Farris. 
oe She graduated from Bridgton 
High School. 
She married Lawrence (Larry) Elliott on June 19, 1952. 
They moved to East Hartford, CT and she started work- 
ing at Travelers Insurance with Avis Ford. Ralph Ford 
worked with Larry at Grossman’s Lumber. The Ford's 
became lifelong friends of theirs. While she worked at 
Food Mart, Kathy was instrumental in training clerks to 
use scanners. When the concept was introduced to her, 
she could not believe all food companies would agree 
to put a code on all the items sold in a grocery store, 
but the rest is history. After she retired, she enjoyed 
attending Food Mart reunions as well as reunions with 
classmates of Bridgton High School. She kept in touch 
with many friends, colleagues and classmates. Kathy 
enjoyed traveling to see many sites with her sister, 
Barbara Coffin. She was a member of Dover-Foxcroft 
Congregational Church, First Congregational Church 
of East Hartford and First Congregational Church of 
Bridgton. Kathy moved back to Maine to stay with her 
niece, Donna Coffin and while she was able to, enjoyed 
going to many bingo games in the area. She also loved 
giving treats to Monty the cat and Raymond the dog. 
Kathy is survived by her son Mark Elliott of East 
Hartford, CT; nieces Donna Coffin of Dover-Foxcroft, 
ME, Bonnie Coffin and Randy Bertrand of Dover, NH, 
Darlene Elliott Thomas of Oxford, ME; nephew David 
Coffin of Dover-Foxcroft, ME. She is predeceased by 
her husband Larry Elliott; sister Barbara Hilton Farris 
Coffin; brother-in-laws Paul and Gordon Elliott and 
Vaughn Coffin. 
A celebration of life will be held in Bridgton in the spring. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Maine 
Alzheimer’s Association or Maine Lung Association. 
Arrangements are under the care of Chandler Funeral 
Home, 8 Elm Street, Bridgton. Online condolences may 
be shared with her family at www.chandlerfunerals. 
com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Every life story 
deserves to be told. | 


Share your loved one’s story at 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
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OBITUARIES 


Coelho, Maria 


Maria Esmeralda Coelho, 91, 
of West Hartford, widow of 
Jose Da Costa, passed away 
peacefully Sunday, December 
26, 2021. Born March 5, 1930 
in Ponta Delgada Sao Miguel 
Portugal she was the daugh- 
ter of Sarafin and Cesaltina 
Coelho. 
Maria will be missed by her 
children, Jose Maria Costa 
| “= (Alda) of Somerset MA, Maria 
Fatima Ferreira of Hartford CT, Maria Eduarda Costa 
of West Hartford CT, Eduardo Jorge Costa (Ada) of 
Newington CT, Maria Cidalia Vasconcelos Antonio Joao 
of Fall River MA, Duarte Costa (Lucia) of Rocky Hill CT, 
and Carlos Alberto Costa (Estrela) of Manchester CT. 
Her 16 Grandchildren, 22 Great Grandchildren, and 
several Nieces and Nephews. 
She was predeceased by her sons Jorge and Roberto 
Costa and her daughter Helena Maria Augusto 
Graveside Funeral Service will be held Thursday, 
January 6, 2022 at 11:30 am at West Meadow Cemetery, 
679 Willard Ave, Newington. 
Arrangements are being handled by The Ahern Funeral 
Homes, Inc. To send online condolences to the family, 
please visit www.ahernfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Cistulli, Anthony 


Anthony Cistulli, 57, of New 
Hartford, husband of Melissa 
Cistulli, passed away = on 
-~ Monday, Dec. 27, 2021 at 
R Charlotte Hungerford Hospital 
in Torrington. 
Hs Born in New Britain, he was a 
“ “4 long time New Britain resident 
before moving to New Hartford 
Six years ago. Anthony was 
employed as a grocery man- 
ager at Stop and Shop, most 
recently working at the Pine St. Bristol location. He 
was a member of St. Joachim Parish, St. Ann Church 
and the Run 169 Towns Society. 
Surviving are his wife, Melissa (Cruikshank) Cistulll; a 
daughter, Maria Cistulli; a step-daughter that resided 
with him, MacKenzie Seymour; his parents, Jerry and 
Lucy Cistulli; three additional step children, Alex 
Steele, Julia Steele, and Nicholas Steele; two brothers, 
Peter Cistulli and his wife Pamela, John Cistulli and his 
wife Carla; nieces and nephews, Bryan Cistulli, Daniel 
Cistulli, Casey Cistulli (Madison), Kaitlyn DeGennaro 
(Steve), and Amber Cistulli; and several aunts, uncles 
and cousins. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on 
Tuesday at 11 AM at St. Joachim Parish, St. Ann Church. 
Entombment will follow in St. Mary Cemetery. Calling 
hours are Monday from 4-7 PM at Erickson-Hansen 
Funeral Home of Berlin/Porter’s, 111 Chamberlain Hwy, 
Kensington. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to Fight Colorectal Cancer, or to the Cancer 
Care Fund of the Litchfield Hills, Inc. Please share a 
memory of Anthony with the family in the online guest 
book @ www.ericksonhansenberlin.com 


ERICKSON-HANSEN 


Berlin 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Denette, Christine A. 


Christine A. Denette, 76, of Stafford Springs, CT, and 
formerly of East Hartford, CT, passed away on Monday, 
December 27, 2021 at Evergreen Health Care Center, 
Stafford Springs, CT. She was born in Holyoke, MA, 
raised in Springfield, MA, and was the daughter of the 
late Clarence and Edna (Driscoll) Denette. A gradu- 
ate of Cathedral High School and A.I.C. College, she 
earned advance degrees from UCONN. Chris often said 
“Teaching is my joy and musicals are my passion’. Her 
joyful career covered 38 years as a teacher of English 
at Stafford High School and 30 years as director of 
plays and musicals. It is with joy and gratitude that we 
acknowledge the love, generosity, and kindness that 
She shared with family, friends, and students. She is 
Survived by her partner and best friend, Ellen Anderson, 
and her family; brother, Richard Denette and his wife 
Colette of Ludlow, MA; and many nieces and nephews 
and their families. She also leaves special friends, Kathy 
Bachiochi, Kathy Witkowski, Marilyn Morhardt, Janyce 
Wininger, Holly Coppinger, Peggy and John Marchetti, 
and Andy and Deb Anderson. She was predeceased by 
her sister, Cathy Paul. A time for friends, relatives, col- 
leagues, and former students to gather and celebrate 
Chris’s life will be held at a later date to be announced. 
Memorial donations may be made to the Stafford High 
School Music and Drama Boosters, 145 Orcuttville Rd., 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076. Introvigne Funeral Home, 
Inc., Stafford Springs, CT, has care of the arrangements. 
To leave a condolence online for the family, please 
visit: www.introvignefuneralhome.com 


lntrovigne 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Gingras, James A. 


James A. Gingras, 72, of 
Bristol, CT, died Monday, 
December 27, 2021 at Bristol 
Hospital. James was born in 
Plantsville, CT and was the son 
of the late Arthur and Anna 
(Sova) Gingras. He served his 
country honorable in the 
United States Army. James 
worked for many years as a 
programmer He was a member 
of the Masonic Free Mason. 
James leaves his wife Linda 
(Elia) Gingras and many friends and rela- 
tives. James was predeceased by his son 
James J. Gingras and his daughter Christine 
Gingras. 
Funeral rites for James will be held Tuesday, January 
4, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. with the procession departing 
at 10:00 a.m. from the Paul A. Shaker Funeral Home, 
764 Farmington Ave., New Britain, CT followed by a 
Liturgy of Christian burial at 11 a.m. at Holy Apostolic 
Catholic Assyrian Church, 120 Cabot St., New Britain, 
CT. Burial with full military honors rendered the United 
States Army will be in St. Thomas Assyrian Cemetery, 
Barbour Rd., New Britain, CT. The American flag will be 
presented to James’ wife, Linda. Relatives and friends 
may call at the Paul A. Shaker Funeral Home, Monday 
January 3, 2022 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. To extend condo- 
lences to the Gingras family or to share a memory of 
James, please visit SHAKERFUNERALHOME.COM 


Paul A. Shaker 
Guneral home... 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 



































Gay, Charles S. 


Charles Gay passed away from 

heart failure and COVID-19 on 

December 27th 2021. He grew 

up in Wallingford and attended 

local schools and was a gradu- 

ate of Lyman Hall High School. 

While attending St. Lawrence 

University, he majored in 

English, with minors in history 

and psychology. Having taken 

ROTC courses throughout col- 

ren lege, he was commissioned a 

second lieutenant in the Army 

Reserve upon graduation. Later that year, 

he was stationed at Fort Gordon, Georgia 

for a nine-week Signal Officer Basic Course, 

and then spent two years’ active duty sta- 

tioned in Okinawa. After returning home he was em- 

ployed by Aetna Life Insurance Company for over 

twenty years. The family moved to Southington in 

1976. After leaving Aetna, he was employed by the 

State of Connecticut Judicial Branch, serving in the 

clerk's office of Hartford Superior Civil Court, retiring 

in 2009. Surviving him are his son Michael of Temecula, 

California and his wife Nancy and his grandchildren 

Ethan and Jacob and a daughter, Deborah Holyst and 

several cousins, nieces and nephews. He was prede- 

ceased by his daughter Susan and by his wife Jean 

Egan Gay and his older brothers Roger and David Gay. 

A memorial service and calling hours will be held on 

Saturday, January 22nd 2022 from 11 AM to 1 PM at 

Erickson-Hansen Funeral Home, 411 So. Main St., New 

Britain. Please share a memory of Charles with the 

family in the online guest book @ www.ericksonhan- 
sen.com 


ERICKSON-HANSEN 
New Britain 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Lopes, Maria M 


Maria Madalena Lopes, 84, of 
Hartford, beloved wife of the 
late Manuel J. Lopes, passed 
away on the bitter-sweet night 
of Christmas eve and wedding 
anniversary, Friday, December 
24, 2021, at St. Francis 
Hospital, in Hartford. 
She was born in Gouveia, 
Portugal, daughter of the late 
Antonio and Rosa (Cavacas) 
. Belino. Maria immigrated 
to the United States in the late sixties with her hus- 
band, to follow an American dream which she found 
in Hartford, CT. Here she was able to continue in her 
Catholic faith and became a communicant of Our Lady 
of Fatima Church where she also worked, for over 25 
years. The children of the Church’s Child Day Care 
Center were one of her greatest joys in life. She was 
thoughtful, giving and kind. In her caring and tender 
ways, she touched many families within the Portuguese 
community. Her love of music, dancing and good food 
were fulfilled in both the OLF Church and Portuguese 
Club of Hartford's festivals and dinners. She and the 
love of her life husband, “Manny” also enjoyed many 
a weekend trap/skeet & clay shooting, as members 
of the Andover Sportsman Club, winning tournaments 
and becoming a true trend setter for her time. She was 
unique, eccentric and funny. In retirement, she joined 
various local senior centers where long time friend- 
Ships were quickly made over games of fun and bingo. 
Maria is survived by what she always said were her “3 
reasons for living”: her two daughters; Isabel C. Lopes 
and husband Michael Mastrangelo of Pomfret, CT and 
Susana M. Lopes of Wethersfield and the light of her 
life grandson, Ezekiel B. Ortiz. She also leaves a sister, 
Palmira B. Cardoso, a brother Antonio Belino, a brother 
in law, Ligio T. Coelho, several nephews, nieces, Cous- 
ins, good neighbors and thoughtful friends. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Monday, 
January 3rd, 2022 at 11:00 AM at Our Lady of Fatima 
Church, 50 Kane St. Hartford, CT 06106. Burial will 
follow in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford. Visiting hours 
will be held on Monday, January 3rd, 2022 prior to the 
mass, at 9:00 to 10:30 AM, at the Dillon Baxter Funeral 
Home, 1276 Berlin Tpke. Wethersfield, CT 06109. To 
share a memory with the family, please visit www.dil- 
lonbaxter.com 
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an Marie S (St. Martin) 


Marie “Rona” Miller who was 

the beloved wife of the late 

Joseph Miller, passed away at 

St. Francis Hospital on 

Monday December 28, 2021, 

at the age of 86. Rona resided 

in Windsor Locks with her 

daughter and son in law 

Marie and Kenny Alford, who 

ee along with their two daugh- 

©@s ters Kaitlynn and Megan pro- 

vided care and a loving home. 

Rona’s greatest joy was cooking and spending time 

with her family. Rona is survived by her son Thomas 

Miller and daughters Patricia Ruel, Deborah Miller, 

Brenda Friedrich and Judy Ziemnicki. Her 12 grandchil- 

dren and 6 great grandchildren. Predeceased by her 

granddaughter Michelle. Rona will be greatly missed by 

all her family and friends. A special thank you for her 

tireless dedication to her daughter Marie who was also 

her best friend. A Memorial Mass Celebrating Rona’s 
life will be held at a later date. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Narcisse, Alfred 


Alfred Narcisse, 83, of Windsor, 
CT gained his heavenly wings 
on Saturday, December 25, 
2021. Alfred was born on 
March 6, 1938 to the late 
Ceasar and Eunice Narcisse in 
New Iberia, LA. 
-A celebration of Alfred’s life 
m will take place on Monday, 
January 3, 2022 at 11:00am 
with a calling hour from 
10:00am - 11:00am at Henry 
L. Fuqua Funeral Service (A 
Division of Howard K. Hill Funeral Services), 
94 Granby Street, Bloomfield, CT 06002. 
Interment will be held at Elmwood Cemetery 
with Military Honors, at 18 Nicholson Road, 
East Granby, CT 06026. To leave a message of comfort 
for the Narcisse family and view the full obituary please 
visit, www.hkhfuneralservices.com 
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Poulin, Ronald 


Ronald Poulin, 66, of 

Newington, passed away on 

Saturday, December 25th 2021 

at Hartford Hospital. Born in 

- Hartford, he was the son of 

_ Jeannine (Tardiff) and the late 

' Gerard Poulin. Ron graduated 

—_ from Central Connecticut 

State University and worked 

as an accountant for the State 

of CT until his retirement. He 

truly loved being retired, tak- 

ing the time to immerse himself in the things he en- 

joyed. Ron was an avid reader and took pleasure in 

following and discussing his favorite TV shows. He 

loved playing board and card games with family and 

friends and also enjoyed playing computer games and 

made many friends online. He was a huge fan of the 

New York Giants and loved managing his fantasy foot- 

ball teams. Ron took pleasure in hiking and being out- 

doors, was very fond of animals, and had many pets of 

his own. Ron was a 7th degree black belt in Tae Kwon 

Do qualifying him as a Grandmaster. He was also a 2nd 

degree black belt in Hapkido. He was especially proud 

to instruct and teach children and adults the skills he 

possessed. Ron loved trying different ethnic foods and 

would fondly remember his favorite vacations to Hawail 

and Korea. In addition to his loving mother Jeannine, 

he leaves his sisters; Lynne Smith, Donna Ericson and 

her husband Jeffrey; and his brother John Poulin and 

his wife Joan, all of Newington. He also leaves his be- 

loved nieces and nephews; Erica, Melissa, Michael, 

Patrick, Derek, Kathleen, Bryan and Brooke and his 

great niece and nephew; Savannah and Salvatore. In 

lieu of funeral services, memorial donations in Ronald's 

name may be directed to the American Cancer Society 

at https://donate3.cancer.org or to the ASPCA at 

https://secure.aspca.org. Duksa Family Funeral Homes 

at Newington Memorial is serving the family. To share 

a memory with his family, please visit us at www.duksa. 
net. 
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Riccio, Sr., Anthony 


Anthony Riccio Sr., 84, beloved 
husband of 49 years to the 
late Beverly (Fitzsimmons) 
Riccio, passed away peacefully 
at the Hebrew Home in West 
Hartford on Thursday, 
December 16th surrounded by 
his family. Anthony was born 
in Hartford on September 7, 
1937 to the late Joseph Riccio 
and Rose (Puntillo) Riccio and 
¥ was a lifelong resident of 


< 


Wethersfield. A dedicated educator, he taught in the 
Hartford school system for more than 30 years. 
Anthony was a 50 year communicant of Corpus Christi 
Church, and he also enjoyed playing the organ for ser- 
vices at St. Peter's Church in Hartford over 10 years. 


A devoted family man, Anthony is survived by his 
daughter, Annemarie Hutchinson of Lakewood, Ohio, 
his sons, James and his wife Jennifer of Glastonbury 
and Anthony Jr. and his wife Cynthia of Wethersfield. 
He is also survived by his six grandchildren: Andrea 
Riccio Jackie of Plainville, Maria Petty and her husband 
Arcie of Cleveland, Ohio, Maryellen Riccio of Boston, 
Massachusetts, Josef Riccio of Rocky Hill, Anthony 
Riccio, lll of Wethersfield and Nicholas Riccio of 
Wethersfield, as well as three great-grandchildren, 
Kayla, Russell and William. 

In addition to his wife and parents, Anthony was pre- 
deceased by his infant son Joseph in 1962 and his son 
Michael in 2013. 

The family will receive relatives and friends on 
Monday, January 3rd, from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. at the 
D'Esopo Funeral Chapel, 277 Folly Brook Boulevard, 
Wethersfield. Masks are requested. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. on Monday, January 
3rd, at Christ the King Parish (Corpus Christi Church), 
601 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield. Burial to follow 
in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to the CT Humane 
Society, 701 Russel Road, Newington, CT 60111. For 
Online expressions of sympathy to the family, please 
visit www.desopofuneralchapel.com. 


Roessler, Marilyn 


i)"; On Monday, December 13, 
, 2021, Marilyn Joyce Roessler 
of Kennett Square PA and 
Ocala FL passed away at age 
86. She was a loving wife, 
mother and sister, and a 
cherished grandmother. 
Marilyn was born on June 25, 
1935 in Burlington, lowa to 
Dr. Carl and Dorothea 
Tambert. She attended 
Carthage College and re- 
ceived a ae in education, later earning a master’s 
degree in education from Rider University. 
In 1956 she married H Carl Roessler, and they spent 
the early years of their marriage in California before 
moving to Princeton Junction, NJ. Marilyn was a be- 
loved teacher for 44 years, 40 of those in the West 
Windsor Plainsboro School District in New Jersey. In 
her retirement, Marilyn developed a love of painting 
and print-making and split her time between Kennett 
Square PA and Ocala FL. 
She is survived by her loving spouse Carl, her two sons, 
Curt and Eric, her three grandchildren, Kathryn, lan 
and Allison, and her sister Marcia Cox. Another sister, 
Janeene (Tambert) Conter preceded her in death. A 
memorial service will be held at St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church, 109 East Doe Run Road, Unionville, PA. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in her name 
to the New Jersey Association for Gifted Children’s 
Javits-Frasier Scholarship fund, which provides profes- 
sional development training for Title | teachers and 
counselors. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Tarvano, Joseph Genarino 


Joseph Genarino Tarvano, 73, 
of Vernon, husband of the late 
Pamela (Ring) Tarvano, passed 
away on Friday, December 24, 
2021 at Glastonbury 
Healthcare Center. Born in 


Hartford, the son of the late 
Genarino and Dorothy (DeMay) 


i Tarvano, he grew up and was a 
. longtime resident of Vernon. 
Joseph was a graduate of 
> | Rockville High School, and he 
proudly served his country in 


the U. S. Air Force. He worked at CREC and 

several group homes in the area helping 

people. In his younger years, he was very 

athletic. Joseph was a huge New York 
Yankee fan, and he was a slow pitch softball pitcher. 
He enjoyed bowling leagues, playing cards and trips to 
the casino. He is survived by his children, Kristy 
McClure of Vernon, and Jason Hills-Nevin; three grand- 
children, Dylan, Aidan and McKenna; his longtime 
friend and companion, Bonnie Jones-Riker of Vernon; 
his step mother, Marion Kahrmann of Windsor; two step 
sisters, Mary Whipple of Windsor, and Laurel Bergen of 
Granville, MA; a step brother, William Kahrmann of 
Florence, MA, several nieces and nephews, and his 
longtime best friends, Mike and Krista Ryan of 
Manchester. Joseph's family would like to thank all the 
Staff at Glastonbury Health Care Center and Athena 
Hospice for the wonderful care that he received, and 
he really enjoyed his visits with Keysha Fontaine. His 
family will receive friends for calling hours on Monday, 
January 3, 2022 from 4 - 6 p.m. followed by a funeral 
service beginning at 6 p.m. at the Ladd-Turkington & 
Carmon Funeral Home, 551 Talcottville Road (Route 83), 
Vernon. Burial will be held at a later date and time to 
be announced. For online condolences and guest book, 
please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 
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Verrier, Helen 


eee... Helen G. Verrier, 95, of 

Newington and formerly of 

; New Britain passed away on 

» 4 December 23, 2021. Helen 

_-——— _ was predeceased by her hus- 

‘= band of 52 years, Walter S. 

55 Verrier. Helen was a sweet and 

~~ loving woman who always had 

a kind word to share with ev- 

— eryone she met. Her favorite 

pastime was knitting and cro- 

cheting, creating many beauti- 

ful pieces. She enjoyed art, music and loved to read. 

She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law 

Rosemary and Steven Karpinski of Manchester, grand- 

children Michael Albaitis of Newington, Samantha 

Albaitis of New Britain, sister-in-law Beatrice Margelot 

of Pennsylvania as well as her godson Robert Johnson 

of Colorado and several cousins, nieces and nephews. 

Besides her husband, she was predeceased by her 

parents Michael and Mary (Wojculewicz) Gabrynowicz, 

her brothers, Richard, Edward and John. There are no 

calling hours. Private burial will be at the convenience 

of the family. Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Newington 

Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave., Newington is serving the 

family. To share a memory with Helen’s family, please 
visit us at Www.duksa.net 
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_ Witkowski, Elizabeth 


Elizabeth Mae Witkowski, 80, 
of Burlington, beloved wife of 
Casimir Witkowski passed 
away peacefully December 
26, 2021. Born in Meriden CT, 
June 27, 1941 the daughter of 
Wesley and Etta (Mitchell) 
Root. 
Betty worked at Lewis S. Mills 
High School in Burlington in 
the cafeteria for many years. 
; Besides her husband, Betty 
leaves her daueheer Brenda and her husband Nick 
Lapierre of Burlington, and her son Edward Witkowski 
of Colorado, her sisters Rose Davis of Plainville, CT, 
and Jacqueline Pechot of New Britain, CT. She is also 
Survived by her four beloved grandchildren, Breanna 
Witkowski, Samantha, Jamie, and Olivia Lapierre. 
Friends may call at the Ahern Funeral Home 111 Main St, 
Rt 4, Unionville on Sunday, January 2nd, 2022 from 1-3 
pm. A prayer service will be held in the Funeral Home 
at 3:00 pm. In lieu of flowers please consider a dona- 
tion in Elizabeth's name to the Burlington Volunteer 
Fire Department and EMS, P.O. Box 1285 Burlington, CT 
06013 
To send online condolences to the family, please visit 
www.ahernfuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory Of 
JOHN C ‘JACK’ BROADWELL 





01/05/36 12/30/19 


It's been 2 long years since Heaven gained our Angel. We 
are missing you each time we hear your name. We've cried 
many tears and our hearts are Broken just the same. We 
miss our times together and nothing fills the emptiness 
now you are no longer here. We have so many precious 
moments to last our whole lives through. Each reminds us 
of how much we learned from you and how much we are 
missing you. LOVE your wife & sons. Josie , Mark , Brian 
and Gary 
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Matthew Curtin, who learned he had prostate cancer in 2019, is seen Dec. 2 with Dr. Channa Amarasekera at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago. YOUNGRAE KIM/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


By Steve Kenny 
The New York Times 


CHICAGO — Matthew 
Curtin learned he had 
prostate cancer after a 
routine physical exam- 
ination in October 2019, 
when test results indicated 
there was a problem. A 
biopsy confirmed the news, 
and doctors told him that 
surgery to remove his pros- 
tate was the best option. 

The surgery went well, 
and, two years later, there 
is no indication that the 
cancer has returned. But 
for Curtin, 66, diagno- 
sis and surgery were only 
the beginning of a “clini- 
cal and psychological and 
emotional adventure” — 
one he felt that many urol- 
ogists were not equipped to 
handle, because he was gay 
and most doctors and their 
patients were not. 

Post-treatment symp- 
toms are similar for all 
prostate cancer patients, 
including urinary inconti- 
nence, erectile dysfunction, 
diminished libido and loss 
of ejaculate. But research- 
ers are finding that those 
changes may echo through 
the lives of gay and bisexual 
men in unexpected, and 
sometimes more difficult, 
ways. 

The obstacles can be 
physical and emotional, 
and may be reflected in 
patients’ relationships with 
their partners. And they 
may present a challenge to 
medical professionals more 


A big unmet need’ 


Program focuses on gay, bisexual men with prostate cancer left grappling 
with aftermath of treatment in ways that are rarely appreciated by doctors 


attuned to the relationship 
needs of straight men. 

Curtin said he was about 
three months into treat- 
ment when he was struck 
that “there is a lot going 
on here — the emotional 
and psychological effect — 
that is not being treated.” 
His doctor’s first response, 
Curtin said, was, “My office 
isn’t prepared for this.” 

Curtin’s search for a 
different approach led him 
to Dr. Channa Amarase- 
kera, director of the Gay 
and Bisexual Men’s Urol- 
ogy Program at Northwest- 
ern Medicine in Chicago. 
The program, which 
began taking patients in 
August, is the first of its 
kind in the United States, 
and Amarasekera, who 
has focused his career on 
urologic care for gay and 
bisexual men and other 
sexual minorities, is the 
program’s first leader. 

It is an emerging field 
of study driven in part by 
the increasing number of 
prostate cancer patients 
who identify as gay or 
bisexual. “Historically, the 


medical system has sort 

of operated in a don’t-ask- 
don’t-tell environment, and 
that’s been problematic,” 
Amarasekera said. “Fortu- 
nately, that’s changing. 
Patients are increasingly 
open about who there are.” 

The gay and bisexual 
men in their 50s and 60s 
who are now entering 
the prime demographic 
for prostate cancer also 
lived through the worst of 
the AIDS epidemic. That 
experience has left many 
of them more experienced 
in dealing with the medical 
establishment — and more 
distrustful of it. 

“Tt’s important now to 
reassure patients who came 
of age through that time 
that things are different, 
and they can expect better 
care,” Amarasekera said. 

The problem, experts 
in the field say, is that the 
research about gay and 
bisexual men and pros- 
tate cancer is still woefully 
inadequate. 

“Historically, most of 
the research on gay health 
was focused on HIV and 


in young gay men, because 
that was the biggest killer,’ 
said Simon Rosser, a profes- 
sor of epidemiology and 
community health at the 
University of Minnesota, 
who led a 2017 study of 

gay and bisexual men with 
prostate cancer. 

“Tt’s only now that as 
the AIDS generation grew 
older, and aged into health 
problems like prostate 
cancer, that specialists are 
starting to see gay patients,” 
Rosser said. “But they 
have not trained in sexual 
minorities and health care.” 

Dr. Edward Schaef- 
fer, chair of the urology 
department at the Fein- 
berg School of Medicine 
at Northwestern Univer- 
sity and chief of urology at 
Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital, said he sensed 
the importance of anew 
approach about three years 
ago. 

“T felt it was a big unmet 
need,” said Schaeffer, 
whose work has focused 
mostly on the disparities 
among men with pros- 
tate cancer, particularly 


Muscle mass linked to hot flash severity in women 


HealthDay News 


Older women with 
muscle loss are less likely 
to have menopause-related 
hot flashes, anew study 
finds. 

The loss of muscle mass 
and function (sarcopenia) 
is one of the most signifi- 
cant changes that occurs 
with age, and older women 
are at increased risk due 
to sex hormone changes 
after menopause. Other 
risk factors for sarcopenia 
include inactivity, lower 
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protein intake, changes in 
growth hormone levels and 
increased inflammation. 

There’s a known link 
between age-linked loss of 
muscle and menopause, but 
the connection between 
sarcopenia and various 
menopause symptoms such 
as hot flashes has been less 
clear. 

In this study of nearly 
300 Korean women ages 
40 to 65, researchers led by 
Dr. Hyuntae Park, from the 
Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at Korea 


a 


University’s College of 
Medicine in Seoul, inves- 
tigated the association 
between body composition 
— including fat and muscle 
— and hot flashes and other 
menopause symptoms. 
Park and colleagues 
found that hot flashes are 
less common in women 
with sarcopenia, accord- 
ing to the study recently 
published online in Meno- 
pause, the journal of the 
North American Meno- 
pause Society (NAMS). 
The new findings are 
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“particularly important 
given the aging popula- 
tion and the links between 
sarcopenia in older women 
and decreased mobility, 
increased risk of falls and 
reduced health span, and 
quality of life,” Dr. Stepha- 
nie Faubion, NAMS medi- 
cal director, said in a news 
release. 

Older women with 
muscle loss are at an 
increased risk of reduced 
mobility, diminished qual- 
ity of life, heart disease and 
fall-related injuries. 


between Black men and 
others. So he created the 
program with Amarase- 
kera. 

Many of the men 
Amarasekera sees at the 
program’s two clinics 
are unprepared to face 
yet another health crisis. 
Among them is a 59-year- 
old lawyer in Chicago who 
is HIV-positive and said 
he was not fully warned 
about how the removal of 
his prostate would affect 
his body. 

“There is a wasting,” 
said the lawyer, who asked 
not to be quoted by name 
because not all of his rela- 
tives were aware of his 
HIV status. The health care 
system, he said, “marginal- 
izes gay men, particularly 
when it comes to sexual 
health, and the prostate is 
so linked to sexual health in 
gay men. It’s a sexual organ, 
and it’s been removed. 

“A previous urologist 
simply said, ‘Go forward 
and enjoy your life, and 
bye,” the lawyer said. 

Gary Dowsett, emeritus 
professor at the Austra- 


Hot flashes are one of 
the most common meno- 
pause symptoms and are 
associated with several 
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lian Research Centre in 
Sex, Health and Society 

at La Trobe University in 
Melbourne, said such treat- 
ment, while not meant to 
be callous, is not uncom- 
mon. It’s just that many 
urologists don’t realize that 
the prostate is “kind ofa 
male ‘G spot,” and gay men 
more often are aware of it. 

Schaeffer and Amarase- 
kera said the informa- 
tion gathered through the 
Northwestern program 
would benefit urol- 
ogy as a whole. After all, 
straight men, too, often are 
distressed by the sexual 
consequences of treatment 
and feel that they were not 
adequately warned. 

The Chicago lawyer said 
his experience with the 
program “goes a long way 
to address the mistrust that 
many gay men feel toward 
medical institutions.” 

He is still together with 
the man he began dating 
right before his diagno- 
sis, and they are planning 
a wedding. Sex remains a 
“tremendous pleasure,’ he 
said. 

That’s the outcome 
Amarasekera wants for all 
his patients. 

“After treatment, many 
men with prostate cancer 
focus on the warmth in 
their relationships rather 
than the heat,” he said. 
“We’re here to say: ‘Yes, it’s 
important to pay attention 
to the warmth. But the heat 
isn’t over. We can still get 
you back?” 
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chronic disorders, includ- 
ing obesity, insulin resis- 
tance, osteoporosis and 
heart disease. 
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White lucky to ‘feel so good at this age’ 


From news services 


Betty White will turn 
100 on Jan. 17 — and she’s 
looking forward to the big 
day with much joy. 

In anew interview, the 
comedic actor and bona- 
fide Hollywood star said 
she’s “so lucky to be in 
such good health and feel 
so good at this age.” 

“It’s amazing,” she 
added about the upcoming 
centennial. 

So what’s the key to 
longevity for the Emmy 
Award winner known for 
her roles on “The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show” and 
“The Golden Girls”? 

White said being “born 
a cockeyed optimist” is the 
key. “I got it from my mom, 
and that never changed,” 
she said in an exclusive 
interview with People 
Magazine for its Jan. 10 
edition. “I always find the 
positive.” 

As far her diet, “I try to 
avoid anything green,” the 
Oak Park, Illinois, native 
joked to People in an issue 
that hit newsstands Tues- 
day. “I think it’s working.” 

A few of the star’s 
famous friends — includ- 
ing Carol Burnett, Sandra 
Bullock and Ryan Reyn- 
olds — also share their 
experiences working with 
White in the cover story. 


Gorman writes end-of- 
year poem: Amanda 
Gorman is ending her 
extraordinary year ona 
hopeful note. 

The poet, 23, whose 
reading of her own “The 
Hill We Climb” at Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s January 
inauguration made her 
an international sensa- 
tion, released a new work 
Wednesday to mark the 
end of 2021. “New Day’s 
Lyric” is a five-stanza, 
48-line resolution with 
themes of struggle and 
healing known to admir- 
ers of “The Hill We Climb” 
and of her bestselling 
collection “Call Us What 
We Carry.” 

When asked what 


TV REVIEW 





Actor Betty White said, “It’s amazing,” about her upcoming 
100th birthday on Jan. 17. KEVIN WINTER/GETTY 2018 


inspired “New Day’s 
Lyric,” Gorman said in 

an email she “wanted to 
write a lyric to honor the 
hardships, hurt, hope and 
healing of 2021 while also 
harkening the potential of 
2022.” 

“This is such a unique 
New Year’s Day, because 
even as we toast our 
glasses to the future, we 
still have our heads bowed 
for what has been lost,” 
she wrote. “I think one of 
the most important things 
the new year reminds us 
is of that old adage: This 
too shall pass. You can’t 
relive the same day twice 
— meaning every dawn is 
anew one, and every year 
an opportunity to step into 
the light.” 


Jackman tests posi- 

tive: Hugh Jackman has 
COVID-19, he announced 
Tuesday on social media. 
The actor was fully vacci- 
nated and got his booster 
shot at the beginning of 
December. 


“T just wanted you to 
hear from me that I tested 
positive this morning for 
COVID,” said the star of 
Broadway’s “The Music 
Man” ina brief video. “My 
symptoms are like acold. I 
have ascratchy throat and 
a bit of arunny nose, but 
I’m fine.” 

Jackman said he was 
going to do all he could to 
“set better, ASAP” 

After announcing shows 
were canceled through 
Saturday, “The Music 
Man” company tweeted 
that Jackman would be 
back onstage Jan. 6. 


Dec. 30 birthdays: Actor 
Russ Tamblyn is 87. Singer 
Noel Paul Stookey is 84. 
Singer Patti Smith is 75. TV 
host Meredith Vieira is 68. 
Actor Sheryl Lee Ralph is 
65. Actor Tracey Ullman is 
62. TV host Sean Hannity 
is 60. Actor Daniel Sunjata 
is 50. Singer Tyrese is 43. 
Actor Eliza Dushku is 41. 
Singer Andra Day is 37. 
Singer Ellie Goulding is 35. 


‘Emily in Paris’ ultimate fantasy 
TV for those who like ‘Bachelor’ 


By Neal Justin 


Minneapolis Star Tribune 


The Golden Globes 
might have avoided scru- 
tiny if it hadn’t made one 
glaring mistake: It slob- 
bered over “Emily in 
Paris.” 

According to a report 
from the Los Angeles 
Times, voters were flown 
into France and pampered 
on set. They subsequently 
gave two major nomina- 
tions to the series, which 
was panned by many crit- 
ics, including me. 

That, along with the lack 
of Black representation 
in its membership, led to 
NBC dropping coverage of 
the 2022 award ceremo- 
nies and for the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
to do amajor overhaul. 

But then something even 
weirder happened. The 
more prestigious Academy 
of Arts & Sciences granted 
the sitcom an Emmy 
nomination for outstand- 
ing comedy series. Did I 
miss something? No. But 
after watching the second 
season, now streaming 
on Netflix, I have a better 
understanding of why 
certain viewers fell in love. 

For those who have 
avoided the show, a quick 
recap: Emily (Lily Collins) 
is amarketing executive 
who makes the temporary 
move to France in hopes 
of fattening up her resume 
and landing a promotion 
back home in Chicago. 

She winds up spending 
most of her time abroad 
wriggling out of one mess 
after another. It’s like Lucy 
Ricardo’s European vaca- 
tion but without the physi- 
cal shtick. 

“Ever since I moved 
to Paris, my life has been 
chaotic and dramatic and 
complicated,” Emily says 
in one of the new episodes. 

For viewers who prefer 
“The Bachelor” to Marvel 
movies, this is the ultimate 





Lily Collins in “Emily in Paris.” CAROLE BETHUEL/NETFLIX 


in fantasy TV. 

Emily gets to choose 
among three suitors: an 
aristocrat who can afford 
first-class accommo- 
dations for a weekend 
getaway in Saint-Tropez on 
the French Riviera, a gour- 
met chef and a hottie who 
looks like the dude from 
“Bridgerton.” 

Her wardrobe, which 
boasts more colors than a 
bag of Skittles, wouldn’t 
fit into Carrie Bradshaw’s 
closet. Emily snags front- 
row seats at both fashion 
shows and male strip clubs. 
Workdays seem to revolve 
around martini lunches. 

Her best friends are 
the daughter of one of 
China’s richest tycoons 
and the heir to a Cham- 
pagne company. In a scene 
this season, one of those 
friends ends up singing 
“Diamonds Are a Girl’s 
Best Friend” aboard a 
yacht. In another, our 
hero tools by the Louvre 
in a Vespa. To make the 
trip even more luxurious, 
everyone around Emily 
seems perfectly willing to 
speak English. 

If you’re not swooning, 
yow’re not the audience 
for “Emily.” You’re also 


not creator Darren Starr’s 
target audience. As he did 
with “Melrose Place” and 
“Sex and the City,” Starr 
has built a utopia for those 
who would rather go on 
high-end shopping sprees 
than fight alongside the 
Avengers. The Hollywood 
elite are not immune to 
this catnip. 

But there are some fun 
twists in the new episodes. 
Kate Walsh (“Private Prac- 
tice”) makes a great neme- 
sis when she enters as an 
executive determined 
to shake up the French 
branch of her company. 
There’s also an amusing 
battle between fashion 
designers that could have 
been lifted from “America’s 
Next Top Model.” 

Collins is seven kinds of 
adorable, although I can’t 
help wondering what a 
more adept comic actor 
like Zooey Deschanel 
would have done with the 
role. 

But let the “Emily” fans 
have their fun. Let’s just 
not pretend the show is 
anything more than candy 
corn masquerading as a 
macaron. 


Where to watch: Netflix 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Husband's lies are delaying confrontation 


Dear Amy: My husband of 
many years, “Franklin,” has 
a strategy of lying to me 

in order to get his way or 
avoid confrontation. 

Three examples, all this 
week: 

M@ We make an annual, very 
substantial contribution to 

an arts organization where 

he’s on the board. 

When I reviewed this, 
he told me that most of the 
board members give this 
amount (if not more). 

I then discovered that 
we give 20 times more 
than most of the other 
board members. 

@ Franklin was planning 
a party. I have some social 
anxiety and asked him 
about the growing guest 
list. 

He told me that the 
caterer had a minimum 
requirement of 20 people. 
I asked the caterer — no 
minimum. 

H One of Franklin’s broth- 
ers will be in our area for 
one night. 

Franklin neglected to tell 
me that not only will his 
brother and wife be staying 
with us for a full week, but 
that other members of his 
family will also be staying 
with us for the week. 

When I found out 
about the family invasion, 
Franklin’s response was he 
was looking for the right 
moment to tell me, in order 
to avoid an argument. 

This has been going on 
for decades, including lies 
that I found out about 10 
years later. 

On his part, I get the 
feeling that he sees me 
as an impediment that 
he has to figure out ways 
of manipulating his way 
around. 

Everything else in our 
relationship is pretty 
wonderful, but this is 
gnawing at me more and 








more. Is there anything I 
can do? 
— Tired of Being Lied to 


Dear Tired: You are (some- 
what kindly) seeing this as 
manipulation. 

Manipulation is persua- 
sion plus pressure. 

Outright lying saves 
“Franklin” the trouble of 
trying to manipulate you. 

And inviting family 
members to stay for days 
on end in your home with- 
out your consent is a flat- 
out power grab. 

You don’t trust Franklin, 
but he also doesn’t trust 
you to react predictably to 
his various schemes. 

Lying or hiding the 
truth from you until it is 
too late for you to have a 
say is cowardly. Because 
you two have an otherwise 
wonderful relationship, I 
sincerely believe you can 
work this out, especially 
with the help of a qualified 
counselor. 

Mediation can show 
each of you how to 
communicate differently. 
You can practice truthful 
conversations where you 
resolve challenges and 
where you compromise. 


Dear Amy: I’m in my 30s. 
Almost four months ago, I 
ended a very serious five- 
year relationship with the 
man I thought I would 
marry one day. 

These last few months 
have been hard, but I 
firmly believe I am better 
off having left the relation- 
ship. 

My question is: Is it too 
soon to move on and start 
dating again? 

I have been in therapy 
and no longer cry regularly 
about the breakup. 

I will probably always 
love this man, but I’m no 
longer in love with him. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
Remaining in a profes- 
sional frame of mind, even 
if you don’t have any real 
work in front of you, isa 
good idea today. Pick out 
the proper path and follow 
it to a pot of gold. Just try 
to not run anyone over in 
your race to the finish! 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
You’ve got a bird’s-eye 
view of the world today. A 
very poignant or power- 
ful message could come 
your way — this might 
completely alter how you 
perceive the world around 
you. Your sign is known to 
be somewhat stubborn, but 
try to give your opinions 
room to evolve. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Today you could feel like a 
detective trying to unravel 
a tangled web. If there are 
any complicated matters in 
your life, this might be the 
perfect day to tackle them. 
You'll likely be more adept 
than usual. Stand up for 
yourself — just not at the 
expense of someone you 
care about. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Don’t be shocked if some- 
one says or does something 
that has a big impact on 
your day today. Someone 
you consider an equal or 
partner could decide to 
rock the boat. It should 
be all right if you’re on 
the same page about the 
matter, but if not, it could 
create some friction for 
you 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Dec. 30, 1813, British 
troops burned Buffalo, 
New York, during the War 
of 1812. 


In 1903, about 600 people 
died when fire broke out 
at the recently opened 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s 
a good day to get serious 
about life and how you live 
it. If you’ve been putting 
your wellness on the back 
burner, you could receive 
a sharp reminder that this 
sort of thing has conse- 
quences — you can’t let 
things slide indefinitely! 
Start planning how you 
want to improve. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
The planets are offering 
you the chance to show 
off today, but its important 
you don’t get carried away 
in the process. You might 
feel the need to put your- 
self front and center, even 
if other people aren’t quite 
giving you the space to do 
so. Don’t try and make the 
whole day about you. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Family relations might be a 
bit extreme at the moment. 
A combustible aspect 
occurring in your home 
could make it impossible 
for you to see eye-to-eye 
with someone who shares 
your living space. It’s one 
thing to make your point 
heard, but watch out for 
losing your temper. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Conversations take ona 
very serious tone today. 
This aspect could make 
your tongue razor sharp! 
While it’s good to say 
your piece and hold your 
ground, be careful you 
aren’t so forceful that it 
hurts anyone’s feelings. Be 
prepared to defend your- 
self as needed from any 
unfair accusations. 


Iroquois Theater in 
Chicago. 


In1922, Vladimir Lenin 
proclaimed the estab- 
lishment of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, 
which lasted nearly seven 
decades before dissolving. 


In1954, Olympic gold 
medal runner Malvin G. 
Whitfield became the 
first Black recipient of the 
James E. Sullivan Award. 


I feel ready and excited 
to move on, but some have 
advised me to wait longer. 

What do you think? 

— Ready 


Dear Ready: If you’re 
ready and excited, then 
Godspeed! 

However, I think it’s 
wisest to approach this 
next period of your life as 
one where you continue to 
get to know yourself. 

I hope you don’t set your 
goal to quickly find another 
partner, but to learn how 
to date, how to get to know 
new people and how to be 
a good communicator and 
a great listener. Apply all of 
these skills to your various 
friendships, too. 

Dating involves explora- 
tion, discernment, commu- 
nicating, coping with 
disappointment and — fun. 


Dear Amy: “I’m not Cheap” 
was a self-described “mini- 
malist” who didn’t know 
what to give a child who 
already had everything. 

I loved your suggestion 
of giving “coupons” for 
experiences to share with 
this child. 

I had an aunt who used 
to take me out — away 
from my siblings — and 
do fun things with me. We 
went to the ballet once (I 
felt so grown up!) and out 
to dinner afterward. 

I’m sure she also gave 
me gifts, but honestly, I 
don’t remember any of 
them. 

— Grateful 


Dear Grateful: I had an 
aunt like that. And I’ve 
tried to be an aunt like that. 


Copyright 2021 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Money matters 

might be on your mind, 

or perhaps its what you 
can do with said money 
that occupies you today. 
Defend what you see as 
rightfully yours. If you feel 
you’ve been denied your 
just reward, that energy 
could bubble up today, but 
be careful. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You could say some- 
thing that seems fine to 
you, but totally rubs some- 
one else the wrong way at 
this time. It’s alright to be 
honest, but not if it means 
being unnecessarily rude 
or harsh. If someone hasn’t 
asked for constructive crit- 
icism, then you probably 
don’t need to supply it. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): It’s important to not 
force yourself in any one 
particular direction today, 
because there’s a good 
chance that you’re not 
going to have a perfect 
understanding of whats 
actually going on. Reserve 
any judgments for another 
day, as it’s too easy to miss 
the mark right now. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Issues in group dynamics 
could get blown out of all 
sense of proportion today. 
Someone, or perhaps quite 
afew people, might decide 
to assert their position — 
which may leave you and 
everyone else feeling like 
no one can get a word in 
edgewise. Try to make sure 
you’re helping make equal 
space for everyone. 


In 1972, the United States 
halted its heavy bombing 
of North Vietnam. 


In1999, George Harrison 
fought off a knife-wield- 
ing intruder who’d broken 
into his mansion west of 
London and stabbed him. 


In 2015, Bill Cosby was 
charged with drugging 
and sexually assaulting 
a woman at his home in 
2004. 


BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 


SUDOKU 


Level: 11 |[2| 3 | 


Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk. 
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BOGGLE 


INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as you can by linking 
(3[U]P]H} letters up, down, side-to-side and diagonally, writing words 
Ww} Olls] on a blank sheet of paper. You may only use each letter box 

once within a single word, Play with a friend and compare 
@© ‘Ot K] [3] word finds, crossing out common words. 





AIG LIM) BoGGcLe’ YOUR BOGGLE” 

= POINT SCALE RATING 
1151+ = Champ 
101-150 = Expert 
61-100 = Pro 


31- 60 = Gamer 
21 - 30= Rookie 
11- 20 = Amateur 
0-10 = Try again 


6 letters = 4 points 
7 letters = 6 points 
8 letters = 10 points 


Boggle BrainBusters Bonus 


We put special brain-busting words into the grid 
of letters. Can you find them? 


Find AT LEAST FIVE GASES in the 
grid of letters. 





word reading clockwise or counterclockwise 


SADVSNVS 


@2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 


BOGGLE is a trademark of Hasbro, Inc. 10-8-19 
© 2019 Hasbro, Inc, Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All Rights Reserved 
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TV CROSSWORD 
by Jacqueline E. Mathews 










“|| me 
“aan 6 
ane Zee eee 
2a Bee Bee 

ZZ Bee 
“Ti | | | 
“| | Z| | | 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 11/22/15 











Insert the missing letter to complete an eight-letter 
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pool time 
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Scan QR code to 


WORD SEARCH 


Wordsearch: poo! time 252 


Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 


XWGORKEMSWIMS UIT ROD 
RQDERODLE BLOCK SXAG 
LJTEEEDDSHALLOWL YR 
XACGWEDLCKOBMH TD IW 
WAFNOPAERCNBBITODE T 
RSLITVPYKPENTIROLHC 
GEATUFEOZBEYJYODFODX 
ODGAETBREGODEKICHA T 
GIsSOMERSAULTVBGCSR 
GLELZSTXARTEOSYRLA 
LSAFEPENMSMANADAA | 
FPTTGLKNYURTLGSWIHIN 
So! tf |!DICPADSEAKTLCE 
NK FMUNINLLERIKOMH IR 
TEZIJETJIRVJIDCRSOMEFT 
OVI NDIVIDBUALQEAHF I 
STHGILZ2NOT!TITEPMOC 
COS TUMEFREES TY LEGP 
BLOCKS FLOATING MEDLEY SLIDES 
BOARD FREESTYLE MUSIC SOMERSAULT 
CHLORINE GOGGLES OFFICIAL SWIMSUIT 
CLOCK HAT OVERARM TEAM 
COMPETITION — INDIVIDUAL PADDLE TICKET 
COSTUME JUDGE PIKE TIMING 
CRAWL LANES RACE TOWER 

DEEP LENGTH RELAY TRAINER 

DIVE LIGHTS SEAT TURN 

EDGE LINE SHALLOW WATER 

FLAGS MARKERS SHOP WIDTH 

JUMBLE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


JO WU L's 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 





C} CX) 
NA, NARA 
©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 





THE POLITICIAN WHO WENT 
FOR A HIKE WAS ON THE --- 










Now arrange the circled letters 


YN YN iY YN 

GEeres to form the surprise answer, as 

NA N | A NA suggested by the above cartoon. 

CK KK KO KO Ce XO 

NRHA AL AY AK AK AK AA A KA A A ALS 
Jumbles: ABACK PIZZA MINGLE RELENT 


Answer: The politician who went for a hike was on 
the — CAMPAIGN TRAIL 


ACROSS 37 At a great distance ARROW WORDS 
1 Abbott and Collyer 38 TV chef 
5 “__ Tree Hill” 40 Glenn or Eric 


8 Baseball’s Slaughter 

9 “American __ Warrior” 

12 Soup server’s implement 

13 Lavin and Ronstadt 

14 “How __ Your Mother” 

15 “The Amazing __” 

16 Expert accountant, for short 

18 Suffix for command or auction 
19 Betty White’s role on “The 

Golden Girls” 
20 Enjoys a winter sport 
21 “The A-__” 
23 Actress Susan 
24 Traditional circle dance at a Bar 
Mitzvah 

25 Jethro Bodine’s portrayer 
26 “CSI: Crime __ Investigation” 
28 Actress Kudrow of “Friends” 
29 Actor George _ 
30 “Family __” 
32 “_ Wants to Be a Millionaire” 
35 Long __; in the distant past 
36 Actor Christian __ 
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41 Actor Jason __ 

42 Marge and Homer’s boy 

43 McKinley and Rushmore: abbr. 

44 “The Blind __”; movie for Sandra 
Bullock and Tim McGraw 


DOWN 
Late mayor of New York City Abe 


ooh 


Mike Vogel sci-fi drama series 

Idiot 

180° from NNW 

In reserve until needed 

“Star Trek: Deep Space __ 

“Pirates of the Caribbean: At 

World’s __”; Johnny Depp movie 

10 Laurence Fishburne’s role on 
“Hannibal” 

11 Gelatin made from meat stock 

12 “__ to Me”; Tim Roth series 

13 “_ Vegas” 

15 Actress Downey 

17 “__ walked out in the streets of 
Laredo...” 

19 “The __ Breed”; movie for James 
Stewart and Maureen O’Hara 

20 Takes to court 

22 Very long periods 

23 __-back; relaxed 

25 “__ Bloods” 

26 “Voyage to the Bottom of the __ 

2/7 Nicolas and others 

30 Is unsuccessful 

31 Building annex, often 

33 Waste maker of proverb 

34 Miner’s discovery 

36 One of the Maverick brothers 

37 Jai ___; fast-paced game 

39 Actor Marshall’s monogram 

40 “__ Evening News with Scott 


N © O71 B © PO 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


Startled 


Curly 
diacritic 
C a 


12/21/19 


Hammer's 


Stocky 
Stain do partner 


Dissuade 
issu g 


2 
< 


Outmoded 


Rearrange 
playing 
cards 


Native 


Canadian Adversary 


HE 
|} yy fe 
CRENMCREEL! 


Squid's 
Medicinal squirt 


Whiskers maria ire 


Numbered 
work 


Oil 
container 


Make, as 


Put down money 


Badger Big crowd 


Subway Have 
alternative | something 


Financial 


Wear the 
crown 


Like some 
mushrooms 
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Find the seven 
differences between 
the two pictures. 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 


YEA, THEY 


I HEAR THE 





Classic Doonesbury By Garry Trudeau 


Dilbert By Scott Adams 


IS THE 
FLAW 
THAT IT 
DOESN’T 


THERE’S A PROBLEM 
WITH OUR PRODUCT WE 
CLAIM TURNS IDIOTS 
INTO SMART PEOPLE. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 


THE FLAW 
IS THAT 

WE CAN’T 
KEEP UP 


WITH 


DEMAND. 





Ubl..NO. AND IM NOT 
| | LOOKING FORWARD T0 IT. 
:| | UNCLE BERNIES BEEN 
=| | VERY G00D TO ME... 


MAYBE I SHOULD BE 
IN THE ROOM WHEN 
YOU TELL HIM, HED 
NEVER GO BALLISTIC 





BUT 
DOES IT 
WORK? 


WE DIDN'T 
HAVE A 
COMPELLING 
REASON TO 
TEST Tt. 





A MSS ANO A MAKE FROM THE 


FREE-THROW LINE, AND THEN A— 






ALL SAINTS 
WITH THE 
PICK-AND- 



















FOUL ON CLAXTON-5 
HIS FIFTH-BUT IT 3 
WAS THAT OR AN 3 
EASY LAYUP FOR | 

THE SAINTS! 


Garfield By Jim Davis 


NOW WHERE'S MY WHITE 
BELT AND GOLD CHAINS?! 


SEE YOU 
AT 8:05 
£ 


0 


MN 


I'M PICKING OP LIZ AT 
8 O'CLOCK TONIGHT 
TO GO DANCING! 


GUESS WHAT, 
GARFIELD?! LIBBY AND PIERRE..| LOVE TAKING 
CARE OF YOU! | ALMOST WISH 

THAT WILBUR AND ESTELLE 


WOULD EXTEND THEIR CRUISE... 


STELL, DEAR..| HEARD THEY 
HAVE KARAOKE ONBOARD, ARE 
YOU GAME AFTER BRUNCH? 


sl 
\ 


nal 


va 
VAN 
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ACCORDING TO 
THREATENING TO } 
SUE OVER IT. 4. 


Py RENE BELLUSO CLAIMS 

m HE CREATED THE DOGGO 
7 TWINS AND SARAH 
STOLE HIS IDEA!?! 


WHO SAYS 1 DONT 
HAVE CHILDREN? 


ANY REGRETS, NOT 
HAVING CHILDREN? 


UNLESS WE SE77LE 
WITH A B/G FAT 
PAYCHECK, RIGHTP | 














HOW ABOUT YOU V zm TELLING SOPHIE, WE ALWAYS HAVE peoz.ems \] 
DUSTIN? ANY YOU— HERE. AND WHEN THINGS GET RESOLVED, 


SOMETHING'S IT'S LIKE SIX SECONDS BEFORE 


















NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTIONS? LIKE RIGHT 







OING ON 
SONS NOW, ENJOY 

WITH SAM. 

: THE VICTORY. 

WE’RE NOT 

Ee BE HAPPY IN 
ere, THE MOMENT! My 
FULL STORY. “ Min 
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Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis 


Dear Oxford Engl ish 
Dictionary, 
You recently declared 
the word of the 
Year to be 'vax.’ 


YOU GET TO AND GO ON LONG = 
WEAR os laa SNUGGLE-WALKS WITH YOUR 


FAVORITE PEOPLE/ A 


The word of the 

year iS 'CPappo.’ 

As in, This year 
Was CfappPo.' 


This was In 


PUT ON YOUR 
FAVORITE COAT... 
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AND WERE DOING 
THIS FOR ENVIRON - 


WE'D HAVE 
To CONSUME 
A LOT More 


PRINCE CHARLES CAN 
RUN HISCARON FUEL 
DERIVED FROM WINE 


| bli lle 
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SOR iff www.gooomics.convlio -€¥48'9:: 





© 2021 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features Syndicate 


alexhallatt.com 


Jump Start By Robb Armstrong 


Wizard Of Id By Johnny Hart and Brant Parker 


ao 4 





AND MOU WANT To 
AOD Got Sets OF 
IN-LAWS, 1007 


SERIOUSLY? 


NOU GUYS HAVE 
FOUR YOUNG CHILDZEN, 
Tuat'S SIX PEOPLE 
VACATIONING TOGETHER! 


@©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserve 


Wizardofld.com 
Dist. by Creators 
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IT'S CALLED “ HAME” 





you KNOW... \ 






; IT'S THE STORY OF A 

I'M BEGINNING 

TO THINK THAT SO OUT OF 
DISNEY WONT CHAPE... 





TAKE MY LOOK AT 


THIS SPARE. 


PRINT AT RHYMESWITHORANCE. com .¢ 


walk more 
and drive 
ess 


ae 
©2009 


~ \ 


Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall 
| THESE ARE FOR YOU 


! LOVE 
BAGELS 


\/ 


4 UNDOUBTEDLY, BUT LIHINK 


RRRICER, L KNOW 
s 0 VUTAKES TINE T0 SINK IN... 


YOU'RE THROWIN’ A 


Oe |W eT DD 
NEW YEAR'S PAR. AU] E-ty 


I 
FORWARD TO ENJOYING THOSE AN (NVCTE:, 
: THIS YEAK.... 


BAGELS! 


rved 


PUTT 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 


HERE COMES GRAMPA! 
HE TOOK THE. Do 
FOR A WALK ! 


\\ \ \\ \ 
JohnHartStudios.com Dist. by Creators J\\\\\\\\\ 


ILL TEST YOU NOW. 
WHAT DO THOSE TWO 
BLACK SPLOTCHES 
LOOK LIKE TO YOU? 


THEY LOOK LIKE TWO 


BLACK SPLOTCHES Yeu col ebm 


YOU GAVE AWAY 
THE ANSWER 


Walker and Chance Browne 
IT'S GOING | 
TO GET ALL 
FILLED WITH 


SORRY, DITTO, I'M NOT 
GETTING STORM WINDOWS 
FOR YOUR TREE FORT. 


— eS 
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1 ALWAYS DREAMED OF 

LIVING IN A BIG CASTLE F CASTLE 

DUNGEON 
OFFICE 


AANA 


fi 


lh sg 


STRINGS AND 
\NINDS OP FRONT, 
THEN IN THE 
BACK WE ANE 
PERCUSSIONS 
AND 
REPERCUSSIONS, 
FEATURING OUR 
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Curtis By Ray Billingsley 
eZ SI 


=] /POR THREE DANS, THE THREE 
JEALOUS MAIDENS FOLLOWED THE 
ONE MAIDEN, HOPING SHE'D LEAD 
THEM TO HER 
SECRET SOURCE 
OF WATER. 


AS THEY DRANK THEIR OWN FOUL, 


BUT FOR THREE DANS, THE 
ONE MAIDEN WOULD SIT rain hea eal DETERMINED 


BYTHESTUMPAND THEN | \ 
RETURNTOHERHUT TO | MAGIC JAR«... 
POUR FRESH WATER. 


AND WHEN THEY DID, 
THEN PLOTTED TO KEEP 
WW FOR THEMSELVES ! 






mee, Bury Aq 1z0z @ 






077 Sc" 

We owes 
pum, % ° 7 

{e' yl Bh 


peruesea s}YyHu PyoAA ‘OU ‘eyeaIpUuAS se 





AND THAT THEY 
————*_ WOULD STEAL IT! 















NOT REALLY, ALL 
I'VE GOT IGA 
NOISEMAKER, 


ARE You ALL READY 


ARE YOU READY 
FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE, 
NELSON? 


FOR NEW YEARS 
EVE, GRAMMA? 


UH HUH. ('VE Gor 
A PARTY HAT, A BAG 
OF CONFETTI, AND 
A NOIGEMAKER. 
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ag he NG 


«SO I SAVED THIS ONE 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 65 Actlikea ll Really dig 36 American vodka 
1 Spanish gal pal human? 12 Where to get brand 
6 Bygone dictator 66 Ember off 38 __ music: small 


10 “__ Guy”: 2019 67 Loses one’s grip, 15 Miniature vehicle talk 


Billie Eilish #1 hit in a way with aremote, 39 Malepseudonym 
13. Winter warmer briefly used by all three 
14 Troll, at times Down 18 Tandoori bread Bronté sisters 
16 Summer cooler 1 Surveillance 19 “Critique of 40 Heart-to-heart 
17 *1971 road movie system, for Pure Reason”  =§44 Genealogy chart 
co-starring short writer 45 Frequency unit 
James Taylor 2 Suffragist Julia 24 City witha 46 Madly in love 
20 Peddle Ward __ notable tower 47 Ma 
gnacum __ 
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insulator member known 33 Something to Gmail 
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32 “That was Carey products network 
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Zane Bee 


By August Miller Tribune Content Agency 12/30/21 


BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


South dealer. 
East-West vulnerable. 


succession of plays. What can East do 
when the eight of diamonds is led from 


NORTH 
4363 dummy? If he ruffs, declarer follows low 
c ea and later discards a heart from dummy on 
&AI83 the queen of diamonds. He eventually ruffs 
o ae a ee his losing heart in dummy, so the only trick 
¥31093 ¥OQ64 he loses is East’s diamond ruff. 
Tle . > If East does not trump the eight of 
HI74 &K 10652 | aE eee 
SOUTH diamonds, South wins with the queen and 
te : : . 
¥ Ue ruffs the diamond seven in dummy with 
#AQ76 the jack of spades. The only trick declarer 
&O : 
The bidding: loses against this defense is a heart. 
South West North East From the outset, South aims to extract 
2 de® Pass 2NT** Pass 
or Pass re Pass every ounce of mileage out of his trumps. 


6 7 Two rounds of trump are exactly the 
strong, artificial right number to draw before starting the 


**pnositive, natural 
Opening lead — jack of hearts. diamonds. The suggested method of play is 


Trum p management by no means guaranteed to win, but it gives 
declarer a much better chance of making 
The question of when to draw trump, the slam. 
and how many rounds to draw, is the Tomorrow: Bidding quiz. 


central issue in many hands. 

Take this deal where West leads a 
heart against six soades. South wins with 
the ace, and if he draws three rounds of 
trump, he goes down one, losing a heart 
and a diamond. By drawing all the missing 
trumps immediately, declarer more or less 
banks his hopes on a 3-3 diamond division. 
Since the odds on this are almost 2-1 
against, South should search for greener 
pastures. 

He can increase his chances 
substantially by drawing only two rounds 
of trump with the A-K. He then leads a 
diamond to the king, a diamond back to 
the ace, aclub to the ace and another ©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC —_ to form the surprise answer, as 
diamond toward ihe 0-7 All Rights we a <r = a _ — 

In the actual deal, as well as against "Viens. oes £3ee6 
several other possible distributions, the ihetete eda al ol 


Jumbles: OUNCE WHILE ISLAND NORMAL 
defense is rendered helpless by this Answer: When their son began to learn addition, his 


proud parents thought it was — “AWE-SUM” 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Everything 
is goin 
You're eanctle We've 
doing great! got this 
Thanks! Keep it up! 





THEY PASSED OLIT WATER 
AT THE MARATHON $0 
THE RUNNERS COULD --- 
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Now arrange the circled letters 


Yesterday’s 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3box [H]1]P]SHMS|H] | |v Mulalclel 
in bold borders) contains ‘O[M|A]H|AMMO/B/O/EMSIO/AIK 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- PTA[P[ATL. IsfolulN[p] By {Tle 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk EE ae 
ANSWER TO M{I[REMR] | (G/O|REML| I [M/B{s| 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE [A|N|/OMMS|T/O|WISMMA|V/E[RIT| 
'S{L|U|MBBBH/O/R{A|S ME! MIR] 
KIA|T| | [EM G/O[T|T/AMMO/DIE 
IS|WIE}L | L| FRIE|W 
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COVID compounding age-related loss of smell 


But it also spurred 
wave of research 
into sense decline 


By Judith Graham 
Kaiser Health News 


The reports from 
COVID-19 patients are 
disconcerting. Only a few 
hours before, they were 
enjoying a cup of pungent 
coffee or the fragrance of 
flowers in a garden. Then, 
as ifa switch had been 
flipped, those smells disap- 
peared. 

Young and old alike are 
affected — more than 80% 
to 90% of those diagnosed 
with the virus, according 
to some estimates. While 
most people recover in 
afew months, 16% take 
half a year or longer to do 
so, research has found. 
According to new esti- 
mates, up to 1.6 million 
Americans have chronic 
smell problems due to 
COVID-19. 

Seniors are especially 
vulnerable, experts suggest. 
“We know that many older 
adults have a compromised 
sense of smell to begin 
with. Add to that the insult 
of COVID, and it made 
these problems worse,” said 
Dr. Jayant Pinto, a profes- 
sor of surgery and specialist 
in sinus and nasal diseases 
at the University of Chicago 
Medical Center. 

Recent data highlights 
the interaction between 
COVID-19, advanced age 
and loss of smell. When 
Italian researchers eval- 
uated 101 patients who’d 
been hospitalized for mild 
to moderate COVID-19, 

50 showed objective signs 
of smell impairment six 
months later. Those 65 or 
older were nearly twice as 
likely to be impaired; those 
75 or older were more than 
2 % times as likely. 

Most people aren’t aware 
of the extent to which smell 
can be diminished in later 
life. More than half of 65- 
to 80-year-olds have some 
degree of smell loss, or 
olfactory dysfunction, as 


it’s known in the scientific 
literature. That rises to as 
high as 80% for those even 
older. People affected often 
report concerns about 
safety, less enjoyment 
eating and an impaired 
quality of life. 

But because the abil- 
ity to detect, identify and 
discriminate among odors 
declines gradually, most 
older adults — up to 75% of 
those with some degree of 
smell loss — don’t realize 
they’re affected. 

A host of factors are 
believed to contribute to 
age-related smell loss, 
including a reduction in 
the number of olfactory 
sensory neurons in the 
nose, which are essen- 
tial for detecting odors; 
changes in stem cells that 
replenish these neurons 
every few months; atrophy 
of the processing center for 
smell in the brain, called 
the olfactory bulb; and the 
shrinkage of brain centers 
closely connected with 


the olfactory bulb, such as 
the hippocampus, a region 
central to learning and 
memory. 

Also, environmental 
toxic substances such as 
air pollution play a part, 
research shows. “Olfac- 
tory neurons in your nose 
are basically little pieces 
of your brain hanging out 
in the outside world,” and 
exposure to them over time 
damages those neurons 
and the tissues that support 
them, explained Pamela 
Dalton, a principal investi- 
gator at the Monell Chem- 
ical Senses Center, a smell 
and taste research institute 
in Philadelphia. 

Still, the complex work- 
ings of the olfactory system 
have not been mapped 
in detail yet, and much 
remains unknown, said Dr. 
Sandeep Robert Datta, a 
professor of neurobiology 
at Harvard Medical School. 

“We tend to think of our 
sense of smell as primar- 
ily aesthetic,” he said. 





“What’s very clear is that 
it’s far more important. 
The olfactory system plays 
a key role in maintaining 
our emotional well-being 
and connecting us with the 
world.” 

Common consequences 
of smell loss include a loss 
of appetite (without smell, 
taste is deeply compro- 
mised), difficulty moni- 
toring personal hygiene, 
depression and an inability 
to detect noxious fumes. In 
older adults, this can lead to 
weight loss, malnutrition, 
frailty, inadequate personal 
care, and accidents caused 
by gas leaks or fires. 

Jerome Pisano, 75, of 
Bloomington, Illinois, has 
been living with smell loss 
for five years. Repeated 
tests and consultations 
with physicians haven’t 
pinpointed a reason for 
this ailment. Before he 
became smell-impaired, 
Pisano was certified as a 
wine specialist. He has an 
800-bottle wine cellar. “I 
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DREAMSTIME 


can’t appreciate that as 
much as I’d like. I miss the 
smell of cut grass. Flowers. 
My wife’s cooking,” he said. 
“It certainly does decrease 
my quality of life.” 

Smell loss is also asso- 
ciated in various research 
studies with a higher risk of 
death for older adults. One 
study, authored by Pinto 
and colleagues, found that 
older adults with olfactory 
dysfunction were nearly 
three times as likely to die 
over a period of five years 
as seniors whose sense of 
smell remained intact. 

“Our sense of smell 
signals how our nervous 
system is doing and how 
well our brain is doing 
overall,” Pinto said. Accord- 
ing to areview published 
earlier this year, 90% of 
people with early-stage 
Parkinson’s disease and 
more than 80% of people 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
have olfactory dysfunction. 

There is no treatment 
for smell loss associated 


with neurological illness or 
head trauma, but if some- 
one has persistent sinus 
problems or allergies that 
cause congestion, an over- 
the-counter antihistamine 
or nasal steroid spray can 
help. Usually, smell returns 
in afew weeks. 

For smell loss follow- 
ing a viral infection, the 
picture is less clear. It’s not 
known, yet, which viruses 
are associated with olfac- 
tory dysfunction, why they 
damage smell and what 
trajectory recovery takes. 
COVID-19 may help shine 
a light on this since it has 
inspired a wave of research 
on olfaction loss. 

“What characteris- 
tics make people more 
vulnerable to a persistent 
loss of smell after a virus? 
We don’t know that, but I 
think we will because that 
research is underway and 
we've never had a cohort 
(of people with smell loss) 
this large to study,’ said 
Dalton. 

Some experts recom- 
mend smell training, noting 
evidence of efficacy and 
no indication of harm. 

This involves sniffing four 
distinct scents twice a day 
for 30 seconds each, usually 
for four weeks. 

The theory is that “prac- 
tice, practice, practice” 
will stimulate the olfactory 
system, said Charles Greer, 
a professor of neurosurgery 
and neuroscience at Yale 
School of Medicine. 

Richard Doty, director 
of the University of Penn- 
sylvania’s Smell and Taste 
Center, remains skeptical. 
He’s writing a review of 
smell training and notes 
that 20% to 30% of people 
with viral infections and 
smell loss recover in a rela- 
tively short time, whether 
or not they pursue this 
therapy. 

“The main thing we 
recommend is avoid 
polluted environments and 
get your full complement 
of vitamins,” since several 
vitamins play an import- 
ant role in maintaining the 
olfactory system, he said. 





7 


In partnership with Newspapers 





RIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 





-cOomMm 


by lancestry 


Search millions of pages of content from the 
Tribune Publishing newspaper archives with the 
ability to download pages and clippings. Find 
birth announcements, marriage notices, 


Chicago Cribune 
SunSentinel Orlando Sentinel Hartford Courant 


The Virginian-Pilot Dailyf ress THE MORNING CALL 


obituaries, local news and much more! 


THE BALTIMORE SUN DATLY®NEWS 


RELIVE HISTORY at 
tribpub.com/archives 

















UCONN MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Huskies’ COVID 


Matchup with Butler 
canceled by Big East; 
conference will attempt 
to reschedule later 


By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


The Big East Conference 
announced that Saturday’s UConn 
men’s basketball game against 


Butler was canceled due to COVID 
issues within the UConn program. 
The game was schedule to be 
played at the XL Center. 

Per the Big East game cancel- 
lation policy, the conference 
office will attempt to reschedule 
the game in accordance with the 
parameters of the policy. 

On Monday, UConn men’s 
basketball team announced that 
its Big East Conference game at 
Xavier on Tuesday was canceled. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PINSTRIPE BOWL 


GATORADE | 5 
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issues nix another game 


UConn head coach Dan Hurley 
was among those testing posi- 
tive. Currently, he is in isolation at 
home. 

As the omicron variant rages, the 
Big East Conference announced a 
change to their COVID-19 policy 
regarding games last Thurs- 
day. According to new Big East 
COVID-19 policy, the teams need 
at least “seven scholarship players 
and one countable coach” for the 
games to not be canceled. Games 
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will be rescheduled for later in 
the season, according to Big East 
release, unless schedules do not 
allow, in which case the games will 
be ruled no contest. 

UConn announced that if a 
game is canceled due to COVID- 
19, season ticket holders will retain 
access to their seats for resched- 
uled contests. If the game cannot 
be rescheduled, UConn will credit 
the account of the ticket holder at 
the end of the season. If a three- 
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A BRONX 
BLOWOUT 


Virginia Tech quarterback Connor Blumrick (4, above) passes 
against Maryland during the first half of the annual 

Pinstripe Bowl at Yankee Stadium. Maryland, led by 
quarterback Taulia Tagovailoa (right), defeated the 

Hokies, 54-10, on Wednesday. See Page 4 


GIANTS 


Barkley finally speaks, won't 
shut it down for last 2 games 


By Pat Leonard 
New York Daily News 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — 
Saquon Barkley said he didn’t speak 
to the media on Sunday or Monday 
after the Giants’ loss to the Eagles 
because of “the timing.” 

“T’m pretty sure you guys got in 
contact with our media team, just 
the timing of after the game with 
treatment and everything. Wouldn’t 
have aligned, “ Barkley said after 
sitting out Wednesday’s practice 
for maintenance on his left ankle. 
“(It was] kind of a similar situation 
to what happened earlier in the year 
with a [game against] Washington, 
as you would know. 





Up next 

Giants 

at Bears 

1 p.m. Sunday 


m Inside: Patriots coach Bill 
Belichick honors Hall of Famer and 
“good friend” John Madden. Page 2 


“The next day [Monday], timing 
wasn’t gonna happen again,” he 
added, “and I kinda know that you 
guys would be able to talk to me 
Wednesday, so here I am, guys.” 

Barkley’s postgame absence in 
Philly was described as nothing 


Turn to Giants, Page 2 


Did you know? 


Black ice forms when the air temperature is below 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit but warmer than the pavement temperature. This 
condition can cause moisture to rapidly freeze and create a thin, 
transparent and dangerous layer of ice on the roadway. 
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Giants running back Saquon Barkley 
takes the field to face the Cowboys 
on Dec. 19 in East Rutherford, N.J. 
Barkley’s postgame absence after 
Sunday’s loss to Philadelphia was 
described as nothing out of the 
ordinary. ADAM HUNGER/AP 


HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 


game mini-plan or single game 
ticket has been purchased for a 
canceled game, the same ticket can 
be used for the rescheduled game. 

Per release, fans can manage 
their tickets by logging into 
their account at UConnTickets. 
com. For any additional ques- 
tions fans can contact UConn 
Athletics Ticket Office via email 
athtickets.uconn.edu or by calling 


Turn to Huskies, Page 4 


UCONN ROWING 
Lawsuit 
settled: 
program 
extended 


through ’26 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


UConn reached a settlement 
Wednesday with 12 members of 
the women’s rowing team who 
had filed a Title IX lawsuit when 
the university had eliminated the 
program amidst budget cuttingin 
the athletic department. As part 
of the agreement the school has 
agreed to keep the team through 
at least the end of the 2026 spring 
season. 

UConn also agreed to a 
number of upgrades, including 
installing two indoor rowing 
tanks in the field house, renovat- 
ing the boathouse on Coventry 
Lake Gncluding installing bath- 
rooms and new docks) and main- 
taining 20 scholarships (up from 
14). 

“We were hoping for this 
outcome,” said Maggie Mlynek, 
one of the plaintiffs who was a 
captain and has since graduated. 
“It was a lot of work, but it was 
so worthit. The future of UConn 
rowing has never been better. To 
see where it goes, it’s really, really 
exciting” 

The school also agreed to 
an audit of its entire sports 
program, which will assess Title 
IX compliance for all UConn 
women’s sports. 

“T’m extremely proud to have 
represented those 12 plaintiffs,” 
said Felice Duffy, the lead counsel 
on the case. “For them to have the 
courage and resilience in a really 
crazy year with COVID to fight 
for what they wanted is a real 
testament to their character.” 

“The monitoring part of it — 
that’s what the plaintiffs cared 


Turn to Rowing, Page 4 


Teams struggling with 
COVID postponements 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


As the COVID-19 numbers 
have risen in the state, many 
high school sports contests have 
been postponed due to the lack of 
healthy players. 

As of late Wednesday after- 
noon, 60 girls basketball games 
listed on the Connecticut Inter- 
scholastic Athletic Conference 
website had been postponed 
or canceled, along with 38 boys 
basketball games and eight boys 
hockey games. 

The Bloomfield boys basket- 
ball team has been shut down 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


until Jan. 6 because there were 
not enough healthy players to 
field a team. 

“In the CCC, we’re trying 
to say if there’s seven healthy 
players and a coach, we’d play 
the games,” Bloomfield athletic 
director Tammy Schondelmayer 
said. “But we’re not even able to 
accomplish that.” 

Bloomfield (3-0) had to post- 
pone games against Bulkeley 
Dec. 23, Granby Dec. 30 and 
Newington Jan. 3 and also had 
to postpone a rescheduled game 
on Jan. 5 against MLC after that 
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Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: Jaguars, 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

Giants: at Bears, Sunday, 
1.m. 

Jets: Buccaneers, 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

UConn MBB: Butler (XL), 
Saturday, 4 .m.; at Seton 
Hall, Jan. 8, noon; St. 
John’s (Gampel), Jan. 12, 
3:30 Dn: 

UConn WBB: at 
Georgetown, Wednesday, 
7p.m.; at Villanova, Jan. 7, 
7p.m.; Creighton, Jan. 9, 

1 p.m. 

Celtics: Suns, Friday, 
1p.m.; Magic, Sunday, 

6 p.m.; Sours, Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m. 

Knicks: at Thunder, 
Friday, 8 p.m.; at Raptors, 
Sunday, 3:30 p.m.; Pacers, 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Nets: 76ers, Thursday, 
7p.m.; Clippers, Saturday, 
7:30 p.m.; Grizzlies, 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
UConn hockey: at 
Harvard, Sunday, 7 p.m.; 
at Boston Coll., Jan. 8, 

4 p.m.; Boston Univ., 
Jan.14, 7 p.m. 

Bruins: Sabres, Saturday, 
1p.m.; at Red Wings, 
Sunday, 1 .m.; Devils, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Rangers: at Lightning, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Lightning, 
Sunday, 12:30 p.m.; Oilers, 
Monday, 7 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: Providence, 
Friday, 3 p.m.; Rochester, 
Sunday, 3 p.m.; at 
Rochester, Jan. 7, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

MEN’S COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL 

1p.m.: Maine at Rutgers. 
BIGTEN 

5 p.m.: Prairie View A&M 
at Northwestern. BIGTEN 
7p.m.: Brown at 
Maryland. BIGTEN 

7 p.m.: Dayton at Rhode 
Island. CBSSN 

7 p.m.: Michigan at UCF. 
ESPN2 

7p.m.: East Tennessee 
State at UT-Chattanooga. 
ESPNU 

9 p.m.: Marshall at 
Louisiana Tech. ESPN2/ 
ESPNU 

WOMEN’S COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL 

3p.m.: lowa at Penn 
State. BIGTEN 

4)p.m.: Syracuse at North 
Carolina. ACC 

7p.m.: Duke at Virginia 
Tech. ACC 

7 p.m.: South Carolina at 
Missouri. SEC 

8 p.m.: Indiana at 
Rutgers. FS1 

9 p.m.: Purdue at 
Wisconsin. BIGTEN 

9 p.m.: Vanderbilt at 
Texas A&M. SEC 

NBA 

7 p.m.: Philadelphia at 
Brooklyn. (Live), YES 
9:30 p.m.: Golden State 
at Denver. NBA 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
11:30 a.m.: Duke’s Mayo 
Bowl: North Carolina vs 
South Carolina. ESPN 

3 p.m.: Transperfect 
Music City Bowl: 
Tennessee vs Purdue. 
ESPN 

7 p.m.: Chick-fil-A Peach 
Bowl: Pittsburgh vs 
Michigan State. ESPN 
10:30 p.m.: SRS 
Distribution Las Vegas 
Bowl: Wisconsin vs 
Arizona State. ESPN 
SOCCER 

3:10 p.m.: Premier 
League Soccer: Man- 
chester United vs Burnley. 
NBCSN 


KNICKS 94, PISTONS 85 
Burks, bench power past 
short-handed Detroit 


Associated Press 


DETROIT — Alec Burks 
scored a season-high 34 
points to lead a huge night 
from New York’s bench and 
the Knicks beat the short- 
handed Detroit Pistons 
94-85 Wednesday. 

Burks was a point shy of 
his career high and Imman- 
uel Quickley added 18 points 
as the Knicks’ reserves 
combined for 65 points. RJ 
Barrett was the only starter 
in double figures at 15 points, 
and New York outscored 
Detroit 30-14 in the fourth 
quarter. 

Saddiq Bey had a career- 
high 32 points for the 
Pistons, while Hamidou 
Diallo had a season-high 31 
points with 13 rebounds. 

The Pistons have lost 
four in a row and 18 of 19. A 
COVID-19 outbreak has left 
them with just four play- 
ers from their usual 15-man 
roster, with seven replace- 
ments in on 10-day contracts 
and another on a two-way 


JETS 


Coach Saleh clears COVID-19 protocols, 
returns to team along with key players 


By DJ Bien-Aime II 
New York Daily News 


FLORHAM PARK, N.J. 
— The Jets got their head 
coach back on Wednesday. 
And a few key players, too. 

With new NFL COVID 
protocols going into effect 
on Tuesday night, Robert 
Saleh and multiple players 
were able to return to the 
team’s Florham Park prac- 
tice facility. 

The returning players to 
the active roster included 
starting slot cornerback 
Michael Carter II, defen- 
sive lineman and former 
UConn standout Foley 
Fatukasi, backup QB Joe 
Flacco, defensive tackle 
Jonathan Marshall, line- 
backer Hamsah Nasiril- 
deen and tight end Kenny 
Yeboah. 


Lamar Jackson and defen- 
sive lineman Tanzel Smart 
returned to the practice 
squad. 

The NFL and NFLPA 
agreed to alter the league’s 
COVID protocols on Tues- 
day after new CDC guide- 
lines were released. The 
CDC cut the isolation 
period after a positive test 
for asymptomatic individ- 
uals from 10 days to five 
days. 

That’s why the Jets were 
able to activate so many 
players Wednesday after 
playing Sunday’s game 
against the Jaguars with 19 
players unavailable due to 
NFL protocols. And most 
importantly, Saleh is back 
after missing a 26-21 win 
over the Jaguars after test- 
ing positive last Wednesday. 

“It’s like the first day of 


Saleh returned to the 
building after having 
isolated himself at a local 
hotel, but the Jets were still 
meeting virtually. They 
only gathered as a group 
for practice and the rookie 
head coach said he was 
pleased with the profes- 
sionalism the Jets demon- 
strated amidst the chaos. 

“What I love is the char- 
acter of our locker room. 
The way they’ve attacked 
this and the way they’ve 
kept the spirits up and the 
way the zoom meetings 
have been very interactive. 
And now we'll get to see 
practice here in a minute, 
but guys have a tremendous 
mindset to them. They’ve 
been completely locked in. 


~ “The locker room is in 
a good place and ready to 


ful” other players on the 
COVID-19 list will return 
this week as the Jets 
prepare for Tom Brady and 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
(11-4) on Sunday after- 
noon at MetLife Stadium 
eft guard Alijah Vera- 
Tucker, right guard Laurent 
Duvernay-Tardif and wide 
receiver Vyncint Smith on 
the offensive side of the 
ball along with defensive 
ends John Franklin-Myers 
and Hamilcar Rashed and 
safety Ashytn Davis). 

Saleh was less optimistic 
about the remaining group 
still in COVID protocols for 
Sunday’s game. He labeled 
this group — tight end Tyler 
Kroft, cornerback Bryce 
Hall, defensive lineman 
Jabari Zuniga, defensive 
tackle Quinnen Williams 
and practice squad line- 


Linebacker Noah 
Dawkins, cornerback 


PATRIOTS 


Belichick 
honors late 
Madden 


By Andrew Callahan 
Boston Herald 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — During 
a video press conference Wednesday, 
Bill Belichick spoke for five consecu- 
tive minutes honoring the late John 
Madden. 

And that was only his opening state- 
ment. 

Over most of the 20-minute session, 
Belichick recalled all that made 
Madden, a Hall of Fame coach and 
broadcaster, so great. 

“It’s a huge loss for the NFL and 
professional football. John is just a 
tremendous person to be around,” 
Belichick said, before later calling 
Madden a good friend. “I think we all, 
probably, set out to try to have a good 
professional career. John had about 
five of them. He set the standard for 
coaching in his era. They had the best 
record, best teams, championships, 
and all that. 

“He certainly did a lot for the league 
and the competitiveness of the league. 
He was a great champion for minori- 
ties and minority scouting. Some of 
the great players that they had with 
the Raiders from the smaller black 
colleges, he and [Al] Davis brought 
into the organization. Then he 
moved to broadcasting and, certainly, 
increased the popularity of the game, 
singlehandedly, by quite a bit.” 

Belichick recounted coaching 
against Madden in the late 1970s, 
when he led the Raiders to a Super 
Bowl title. Belichick used the word 
“mystique” to describe the experi- 
ence of facing those Oakland teams, 
a term opponents have used before 
playing his Patriots for years now. 
Madden broadcast several of Beli- 
chick’s most formative games as a 
head coach, including one of his first 
preseason games in Cleveland and 
the Pats’ famous upset of the Rams in 
Super Bowl XXXVI. They also collab- 
orated over the NFL’s Top 100 players 
list two summers ago. 

“Any time he spoke, I listened,” 
Belichick said. “Whether that was in 
private conversation, group meeting, 
or aforum where other people spoke. 
... you could always see where he was 


deal. 

One of the four players on 
the main roster, Frank Jack- 
son, injured his ankle in the 
first half and didn’t return. 

New York led 48-41 at 
halftime. Detroit scored the 
first 11 points of the second 
half and also had a 14-2 run 
in the third quarter. 

Burks scored 10 points 
during the Knicks’ 14-0 run 
to start the fourth quar- 
ter. That gave New York a 
seven-point lead, and it led 
the remainder of the game. 

Notes: The Knicks have 
won seven straight against 
the Pistons. ... New York’s 
three-game winning streak 
matches its longest this 
season. The Knicks also 
won three straight Oct. 
26-30. ... Knicks guard Evan 
Fournier was a late scratch 
due to asore right ankle. ... 
Justin Robinson made his 
Pistons debut after play- 
ing a combined 20 games 
for Milwaukee and Sacra- 
mento this season. He had 
three points in 11 minutes. 


school,” Saleh said. “Ready 
to go another 18 weeks.” 


... Detroit’s Trayvon Palmer 
made his NBA debut in the 
first half. Palmer, 27, signed minutes. 


attack some of this.” 
The Jets are “hope- 


backer LaRoy Reynolds — 
“50-50.” 





The Patriots’ Rhamondre Stevenson celebrates his touchdown during second half 
against the Browns on Nov. 14 at Gillette Stadium in Foxboro, Mass. MATT STONE/ 


MEDIANEWS GROUP/BOSTON HERALD 


coming from. And it was always, I felt 
like, what was best for the game anda 
very unselfish view. 

“He presented it that way, and I think 
that’s why he was so respected, because 
his motivation was for the game, the 
fans, the entertainment, the safety, and 
all the things that are right about foot- 
ball. That’s what he stood for.” 

Belichick even admitted to playing 
the Madden NFL video game, which 
helped elevate the league’s popularity 
greatly in the 1990s and early 2000s. 
Belichick said he played a few times 
with his kids, including sons, Steve 
and Brian, who are now on staff. More 
recently, Belichick sat down for an 
on-camera interview as part of the “All 
Madden” documentary that will air 
Thursday on FOX at 8 p.m. and detail 
the life and career of an all-time foot- 
ball icon. 

“He was a Hall of Fame coach and 
then, all the other stuff that came on 
top of it, what a man,” Belichick said 
of Madden. “What a career.” 

Stevenson returns, no new COVID 
cases: Rookie running back Rhamon- 
dre Stevenson and backup linebacker 
Harvey Langi were activated off 
COVID-19 reserve Wednesday and 
returned to practice. 

Stevenson sat out last weekend’s 





Pistons forward Saddiq Bey drives as Knicks forward Julius 
Randle defends during the first half Wednesday in Detroit. 
CARLOS OSORIO/AP 


a 10-day contract on Tues- 
day. He went scoreless in 17 


kickoff against Buffalo, while Langi 
has missed several weeks between 
stints on COVID-19 and injured 
reserve. Before testing positive, 
Stevenson earned the right to split 
carries with starter Damien Harris. 
This season, the Oklahoma product’s 
averaged 4.2 yards per carry, while 
rushing for 465 yards and three touch- 
downs. 

The Patriots received more good 
news when zero players tested posi- 
tive Wednesday. Veteran linebacker 
Dont’a Hightower revealed players 
have spoken amongst themselves 
about taking every precaution to 
protect themselves and the team’s 
playoff chances, especially with five 
teammates testing positive this week. 

“T’ll say, we’ve had a discussion,” 
Hightower said. “I won’t go into what 
it all entailed, but I think everyone is 
kind of aware of how contagious it is, 
and once it gets in, it’s in there. We’ve 
had the luxury these last couple of 
weeks of it not being here and seeing it 
hit other teams and seeing how it can 
tear a season down, tear a couple of 
weeks down and put them in a tough 
situation. 

“We know what we have in front of 
us, so we’re hoping everyone does the 
right thing.” 


NHL 


Associated Press 


Brad Marchand is not 
happy. Neither is Vladimir 
Tarasenko. And they are 
not alone. 

A handful of NHL play- 
ers are voicing their frus- 
tration over the league’s 
decision barring them from 
participating in the Beijing 
Olympics. Even though the 
agreement between the 
league and NHL Players’ 
Association was contingent 
on pandemic conditions not 
worsening and disrupting 
the season, many say they 
are upset they were never 
given the choice to go. 

Marchand, Boston’s top 
left winger who would 
have been a shoo-in for 
Canada’s Olympic roster, 
ripped the league and 
union for bringing back 
taxi squads to keep the 
season going but not to 
push through February 
with players given the 
option to go to Beijing. 

“For all of you who want 
to pipe back about forfeit- 


Giants 


from Page 1 


out of the ordinary by the 
Giants’ media team. It was 
normal treatment and the 
buses’ imminent departure. 
Devontae Booker was the 
only non-QB to speak for the 
offense after its horrendous 
performance. 

Head coach Joe Judge said 
he doesn’t “pay alot of atten- 
tion” to which players are 
requested after games. He 
noted Barkley “was with the 
trainers for a good amount 
of time” postgame but also 
called it his “normal treat- 
ment.” 

When Judge was pressed 
ontherule that every player is 
supposed to be available after 
every game, he said: “T’'ll make 
sure [senior VP of commu- 
nications] Pat [Hanlon] 
addresses that and we'll see if 
there’s anything that needs to 
be adjusted based on league 
policy” 

Barkley then appeared ona 
Zoom video call Wednesday. 

The Giants’ running back 
gave a terse answer when 
asked if he has thought about 
shutting it down the last two 
weeks to preserve his ankle. 

“No,” he said. 

He also said he hasn’t 
thought about whether this 
could be his final two games 
as a Giant. 

“No, I don’t,” he said. “I 
can’t control those things. 
I can’t control those. I can’t 
have that thought process.” 

On Sunday, Barkley will 
return to Chicago’s Soldier 
Field, where he tore his right 
ACL in Week 2 of last season. 

But he said: “I’m not think- 
ing like, ‘I hate the field? I’m 
excited that I’m healthy 
enough to be able to go out 
there and be able to play 
another game.” 

Glennon and Fromm 
again?: Judge said he would 
“expect to see both” quar- 
terbacks Mike Glennon and 
Jake Fromm play on Sunday 
at the Chicago Bears. The 
Giants aren’t signing another 
quarterback. The nightmare 
continues. 

“No. We’ve talked about it 
with the personnel depart- 
ment, but no,” Judge said. 

The Giants’ coach said 
there could be a rotation 
depending on “if we think 
one thing is better for one 
guy. We'll see how they prac- 
tice and how we'll go into the 
game.” 

Touchy Toney: Giants 
receiver Kadarius Toney sat 
out Wednesday’s practice 
with a shoulder injury. He 
casually strolled out to the 
sideline in uniform while 
the rest of the team was 
stretching. The list of injuries 
that have cost Toney either 
practice or game time in his 
rookie season is alarmingly 
long: positive for COVID 
twice, hamstring, ankle, 
thumb, quad, oblique and 
shoulder. That’s not counting 
a toe or foot ailment during 
OTAs after he wore cleats 
that didn’t fit. 

Wilson still not available: 
Giants practice squad guard 
Isaiah Wilson still hasn’t 
been made available to the 
media since signing with the 
team Sept. 30. Wilson was 
on Sunday’s active roster in 
uniform on the sideline in 
Philadelphia as a COVID 
replacement and didn’t playa 
snap. His signing was contro- 
versial. The team continues 
to hide him. 


Players vent frustration over 
being barred from Olympics 


ing pay while being gone, 
(yeah) not a problem,” 
Marchand said in a lengthy 
Twitter post. “Let the play- 
ers make their choice.” 
Letting players make 
individual choices to leave 
their NHL teams for the 
Olympics was never on 
the table. The possibility 
broached by Marchand 
and Tarasenko happens 
more in soccer, which 
allows players to go on loan 
to national teams for inter- 
national competition when 
a season is not paused. 
Tarasenko would have 
been one of Russia’s top 
forwards at the Olympics 
and said he would have left 
the Blues to represent his 
country if given the choice. 
Alex Ovechkin said he 
wanted to go to the Pyeong- 
chang Games in 2018 even 
if the NHL did not partici- 
pate. The Capitals captain 
relented before training 
camp in 2017, with he and 
other players begrudgingly 
accepting the Olympics 
would go on without them. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT’ GB 
Brooklyn 23 9 .719 — 
Philadelphia 18 16 .529 6 
Boston 16 18 .471 8 
New York 16 18 .471 8 
Toronto 14 17 .452 8% 
SOUTHEAST Ww  L PCT GB 
Miami 22 13 .629 — 
Charlotte 18 17 .514 4 
Washington 17 17 .500 4% 
Atlanta 15 18 .455 6 
Orlando 7 28 .200 15 
CENTRAL W L PCT’ GB 
Chicago 21 10 «67T _ 
Milwaukee 23 13 .639 WY 
Cleveland 20 14 .588 2% 
Indiana 14 20 .412 8% 
Detroit 5 27 .156 16% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST W LL PCT GB 
Memphis 21 14  .600 _ 
Dallas 16 17 .485 4 
San Antonio 14 19 .424 6 
New Orleans 13 22 371 8 
Houston 10 25 .286 11 
NORTHWEST Ww  L PCT GB 
Utah 24 9 .727 - 
Denver 17 16 .515 r 
Minnesota 16 18 .471 8% 
Portland 13 20 .394 11 
Oklahoma City 12 21. .364 12 
PACIFIC W LL PCT GB 
Golden State 27 T .794 — 
Phoenix 26 7 .788 WY 
L.A. Clippers 17 17 .500 10 
L.A. Lakers 17 18 .486 10% 
Sacramento 14 21 .400 13% 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Charlotte at Indiana, late 

New York at Detroit, late 

L.A. Clippers at Boston, late 
Atlanta at Chicago, late 

L.A. Lakers at Memphis, late 
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, late 
Utah at Portland, late 

Dallas at Sacramento, late 
Miami at San Antonio, ppd. 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Cleveland at Washington, 7p.m. 
Milwaukee at Orlando, 7p.m. 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn, 7p.m. 
Golden State at Denver, 9:30p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Phoenix at Boston, 1p.m. 
Chicago at Indiana, 3p.m. 

Dallas at Sacramento, 6p.m. 
Miami at Houston, 7p.m. 

Atlanta at Cleveland, 7:30p.m. 
L.A. Clippers at Toronto, 7:30p.m. 
New York at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. 
San Antonio at Memphis, 8p.m. 
Minnesota at Utah, 9p.m. 
Portland at L.A. Lakers, 10:30p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Milwaukee 127, Orlando 110 

Miami 119, Washington 112 
Philadelphia 114, Toronto 109 

New Orleans 108, Cleveland 104 
New York 96, Minnesota 88 

L.A. Lakers 132, Houston 123 
Denver 89, Golden State 86 
Sacramento 117, Oklahoma City 111 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at Appalachian St. 3 La Lafayette 
Michigan 4V2 at UCF 
at Chattanooga 8 East Tennessee St 
at Maryland 122 Brown 
at Detroit Mercy 3% Youngstown St. 
Old Dominion 1 at Fla int’l 
at Richmond 11% St. Joseph’s (Pa.) 


at Oakland 14% Robert Morris 
at Coastal Carolina4'2 La Monroe 
at No. Kentucky 9 Green Bay 
at Wright State 8% Milwaukee 
at La Salle 1 Fordham 
atSam Houston 9% Lamar 
Ga. Southern 4’2 at Ark Little Rock 
at UAB 132 UTEP 
at Oral Roberts 14 Denver 


atGrand Canyon 21% Chicago State 
South DakotaSt. 4 atN.DakotaSt. 
at Murray State 19 SEMissouri St. 
South Alabama 2 at Tex Arlington 
at Texas State 9 Troy 
at Utah Valley 2 Abilene Christian 


at Austin Peay 62 Tenn. Martin 
at Montana 10 Idaho State 
at Montana St. v2 Weber State 
Tarleton State 3% at Dixie State 
atLouisianaTech 7 Marshall 
Utah 3 atOregon State 
at Southern Utah 14 Sacramento St. 
at Portland State 1 E. Washington 
UCSB 4 at UCSD 


CSU Fullerton 1 at CS Bakersfield 


NBA THURSDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
Milwaukee 12% (217) atOrlando 
at Brooklyn 3 (217) Philadelphia 
at Washington off (off) Cleveland 
Golden State 4% (213) at Denver 


NHL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG Line 
Nashville -126 atColumbus +105 
at Carolina -280 Montreal +225 
at Florida -120 TampaBay +100 


at NY Islanders-215 Buffalo +176 
Calgary -137 at Seattle +114 
at Los Angeles -134 Vancouver +112 
atSanJose  -134 Philadelphia +112 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl 

North Carolina 10 (57) South Carolina 
Music City Bowl 

Tennessee 6 (65) Purdue 
Peach Bowl 

Michigan State 2% (55%) Pittsburgh 
Las Vegas Bowl 

Wisconsin 6 (41) Arizona State 
Gator Bowl Friday 
Wake Forest 15 (57%) Rutgers 
Sun Bowl 


Washington St. 7 (59) Cent. Michigan 
CFP Semifinal Cotton Bowl Classic 


Alabama 13% (58) Cincinnati 
CFP Semifinal Orange Bowl 

Georgia TV¥2 (452) Michigan 
Outback Bowl Saturday 
Penn State 1 (48) Arkansas 
Fiesta Bowl 


Notre Dame 2¥2 (45/2)Oklahoma St. 
Citrus Bowl 


Kentucky 3 (44) lowa 
Rose Bowl 

Ohio St. 4Y2 (64) Utah 
Sugar Bowl 

Mississippi 1% (552) Baylor 
Texas Bowl Tuesday 
LSU 1 (47) Kansas State 
CFP TITLE GAME EXACT RESULT 
Georgia defeats Alabama 7-4 
Alabama defeats Georgia 43-20 
Alabama defeats Michigan 5-1 


Georgia defeats Cincinnati 
Michigan defeats Alabama 
Michigan defeats Cincinnati 2 
Cincinnati defeats Georgia 2 
Cincinnati defeats Michigan 4 


NFL WEEK 17 SUNDAY 
FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Philadelphia 3% (45) at Washington 
at Buffalo 14% (44) Atlanta 
at Chicago 6 (37%) NY Giants 
Kansas City 5% (50%) at Cincinnati 


at Indianapolis 6% (44%) Las Vegas 
at New England 152 (41%) Jacksonville 


Tampa Bay 13 (45%) atNY Jets 
at Tennessee 3% (40%) Miami 
LA Rams 3% (46%) at Baltimore 
atLAChargers 6 (45/2) Denver 
at San Fran. 12% (44/2) Houston 
at Seattle 7 (42%) Detroit 
at Dallas 5% (512) Arizona 
at New Orleans 7 (381%) Carolina 
atGreen Bay 6% (47%) Minnesota 
MONDAY 
Cleveland 3 (41) at Pittsburgh 
For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Tampa Bay 3121 64 46 103 84 
Toronto 30 20 82 42 98 76 
Florida 29 18 7 4 40 104 87 
Detroit 31 15 13 3 33 88 104 
Boston 26 1410 2 30 71 69 
Buffalo 30 10 15 5 25 82 104 
Ottawa 28 917 2 20 79 101 
Montreal 32 7214 18 71 114 


METROPOLITANGPWL OT PTS GF GA 


Carolina 29 21 7 43 95 62 
Washington 31 18 6 43 108 81 
N.Y.Rangers 30 19 7 42 86 77 
Pittsburgh 3017 8 39 91 76 


OOO oO BN Fe 
No 
Oo 


Columbus 28 14 13 91 95 
Philadelphia 29 12 12 29 77 95 
New Jersey 30 10 15 25 82 105 
N.Y. Islanders26 8 12 22 57 T7 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 


40 112 92 
39. 89 79 
39 106 85 
36 115 91 


Minnesota 3019 9 
Nashville 30 19 10 
St. Louis 3117 9 
Colorado 27 17 8 
Winnipeg 30 14 11 
Dallas 29 15 12 
Chicago 30 11 15 


Arizona 20° 6.21 15 63 117 
PACIFIC GP W L 
Vegas 33 21 12 42 120 101 


Anaheim 32 17 9 
Calgary 28 15. 7 
Edmonton 29 18 11 
San Jose 31 16 14 
LosAngeles 31 14 12 
Vancouver 31 14 15 
Seattle 30 10 17 
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WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 

N.Y. Rangers at Florida, late 
Nashville at Washington, late 
New Jersey at Buffalo, late 
Edmonton at St. Louis, late 
Philadelphia at Seattle, late 
Vancouver at Anaheim, late 
Boston at Ottawa, ppd 
Chicago at Winnipeg, ppd 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders, ppd 
Pittsburgh at Toronto, ppd 
Dallas at Colorado, ppd 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Montreal at Carolina, 7p.m. 
Nashville at Columbus, 7p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Florida, 7p.m. 

Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30p.m. 
Calgary at Seattle, 10p.m. 
Philadelphia at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 
Vancouver at Los Angeles, 10:30p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Tampa Bay 5, Montreal 4(OT) 
Vegas 6, Los Angeles 3 

San Jose 8, Arizona 7(SO) 
Columbus at Chicago, ppd 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
Buffalo 9 6 O .600 427 264 
NewEngland 9 6 0 .600 388 260 
Miami 8 7 0. .533 305 315 
e-N.Y. Jets 4 11 0O .267 276 449 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 10 5 0O .667 357 326 
Indianapolis 9 6 O- .600 420 316 
e-Houston 4 11 0O .267 248 401 
e-Jacksonville 2 13. 0 .133 217 396 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Cincinnati 9 6 O .600 410 324 
Baltimore 8 7 0. .533 355 356 
Pittsburgh 7 7 #1. .500 301 371 
Cleveland 7 8 O .467 314 329 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Kansas City11 4 0 .733 421 306 
L.A.Chargers 8 7 0 .533 408 411 
Las Vegas 8 7 0 .533 316 387 
Denver 7 8 O .467 298 260 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Dallas 11 4 O .733 457 307 
Philadelphia 8 7 0 - .533 398 318 
Washington 6 9 0. .400 297 407 
e-N.Y.Giants 4 11 0. .267 248 365 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-TampaBay 11 4 0. .733 442 312 
Atlanta 7 8 O. .467 278 400 
New Orleans 7 8 0. .467 316 305 
e-Carolina 5 10 0O .333 277 345 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Green Bay 12 3 0 .800 383 324 
Minnesota 7 8 O .467 384 372 
e-Chicago 5 10 0 .333 265 373 
e-Detroit 2 12 1 .167 259 386 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
x-L.A.Rams 11 4 0. .733 416 326 
x-Arizona 10 5 O .667 394 306 
San Francisco 8 7 0 .533 377 334 
e-Seattle 5 10 0 .333 306 307 


e-eliminated from playoffs; x-clinched 
playoff spot; y-clinched division 


WEEK 17 

SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at Buffalo, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at New England, 1p.m. 
Kansas City at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Baltimore, 1p.m. 

Las Vegas at Indianapolis, 1p.m. 
Miami at Tennessee, 1p.m. 

N.Y. Giants at Chicago, 1p.m. 
Philadelphia at Washington, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Jets, 1p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 4:05p.m. 
Houston at San Francisco, 4:05p.m. 
Arizona at Dallas, 4:25p.m. 
Carolina at New Orleans, 4:25p.m. 
Detroit at Seattle, 4:25p.m. 
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8:20p.m. 
MONDAY’S GAME 

Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15p.m. 


CONSECUTIVE GAMES WITH 

90+ RECEIVING YARDS 

PLAYER G YDS FROM 
Cooper Kupp 11 1303 10-7--pres 
Odell Beckham Jr.9 1199 11-3--12-28-14 
Michael Irvin 9 1023 9-4--11-6-95 


MULTIPLE 90+ RECEIVING YARD 


GAMES IN A SINGLE SEASON 

PLAYER YEAR TEAM G 
Cooper Kupp 2021 LARams 14 
Antonio Brown 2014 Pittsburgh 13 
Michael Irvin 1995 Dallas 13 
CalvinJohnson 2012 Detroit 12 
Julio Jones 2015 Atlanta 12 
Marvin Harrison 2002 Indpls 11 
Marvin Harrison 1999 Indpls Lt 
Julio Jones 2018 Atlanta 11 
Rob Moore 1997 Arizona 1} 
Michael Thomas 2019 NewoOrl. 11 
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UPCOMING BOWLS 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 

Pinstripe Bowl, New York City 
Maryland 54, Virginia Tech 10 
Cheez-It Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

#19 Clemson (9-3) vs. lowa St. (7-5), late 
Alamo Bowl, San Antonio 

#14 Okla. (10-2) vs. #15 Oregon (10-3), late 
Fenway Bowl, Boston 

Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), ccd 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Duke’s Mayo Bowl, Charlotte, N.C. 

S. Carolina (6-6) vs. N. Carolina (6-6), 11:30 a.m. 
Music City Bowl, Nashville 

Purdue (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5), 3p.m. 
Peach Bowl, Atlanta 

#11 MichSt. (10-2) vs. #13 Pitt (11-2), 7 p.m. 
Las Vegas Bowl, Las Vegas 

Wisconsin (8-4) vs. Arizona St. (8-4), 10:30 p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Cotton Bowl Classic), Arlington, Texas 
#1Alabama (12-1) vs. 

#4 Cincinnati (13-0), 3:30 p.m. 
College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Orange Bowl), Miami Gardens, Fla. 
#2 Michigan (12-1) vs. 

#3 Georgia (12-1), 7:30 p.m. 

Gator Bowl, Jacksonville, Fla. 
#20Wake Forest (10-3) vs. 

Rutgers (5-7), 10a.m. 
Sun Bowl, El Paso, Texas 
Wash.St. (7-5) vs. C. Mich. (8-4), noon 
Arizona Bowl, Tucson, Ariz., ccd. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 
Outback Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 
#22 Arkansas (8-4) vs. Penn St. (7-5), noon 
Citrus Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#17 lowa (10-3) vs. #25 Kentucky (9-3), 1 p.m. 
Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz. 
#5Notre Dame (11-1) vs. 
#90klahoma St. (11-2), 1p.m. 
Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 
#7 Ohio St. (10-2) vs. #10 Utah (10-3), 5 p.m. 
Sugar Bowl, New Orleans 
#6 Baylor (11-2) vs. #8 Miss. (10-2), 8:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY’S GAME 
Texas Bowl, Houston 
LSU (6-6) vs. Kansas St. (7-5), 9p.m. 
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MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Baylor (12-0) did not play. Next: 
at No. 8 lowa St., Saturday. 

No. 2 Duke (11-1) at Clemson, ppd. 
Next: at Notre Dame, Saturday. 

No. 3 Purdue (12-1) beat Nicholls 
104-90. Next: vs. No. 24 Wisconsin, Mon. 
No. 4 Gonzaga (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at Loyola Marymount, Saturday. 

No. 5 UCLA (8-1) did not play. Next: at 
Stanford, Thursday, Jan. 6. 

No. 6 Kansas (9-1) vs. Nevada. Next: vs. 
George Mason, Saturday. 

No. 7 Southern Cal (12-0) did not play. 
Next: at California, Thursday, Jan. 6. 
No. 8 lowa St. (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 1 Baylor, Saturday. 

No. 9 Arizona (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Washington, Monday. 

No. 10 Michigan State (11-2) beat High Point 
81-68. Next: at Northwestern, Sunday. 
No. 11 Auburn (12-1) beat No. 16 LSU 
70-55. Next: at South Carolina, Tuesday. 
No. 12 Houston (11-3) did not play. 
Next: at Temple, Sunday. 

No. 13 Ohio State (8-2) did not play. 
Next: at Nebraska, Sunday. 

No. 14 Tennessee (9-2) vs. No. 19 
Alabama. Next: vs. Mississippi, Jan. 5. 
No. 15 Seton Hall (9-2) lost to No. 21 
Providence 70-65. Next: vs. No. 22 
Villanova, Saturday. 

No. 16 LSU (12-1) lost to No. 11 Auburn 
70-55. Next: vs. No. 18 Kentucky, Tue. 
No. 17 Texas (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 18 Kentucky (10-2) beat Missouri 
83-56. Next: vs. High Point, Friday. 

No. 19 Alabama (9-3) at No. 14 Tennes- 
see. Next: at Florida, Jan. 5. 

No. 20 Colorado St. (10-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Air Force, Tuesday. 

No. 21 Providence (12-1) beat No. 15 Seton 
Hall 70-65. Next: at DePaul, Saturday. 

No. 22 Villanova (8-4) vs. Temple, ppd. 
Next: at Seton Hall, Saturday. 

No. 23 Xavier (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at Butler, Friday, Jan. 7. 

No. 24 Wisconsin (9-2) vs. Illinois St. 
Next: at No. 3 Purdue, Monday. 

No. 25 Texas Tech (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 8 lowa State, Jan. 5. 


WEDNESDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Fairleigh Dickinson 2, Mt. St. Mary’s 0 
Merrimack 74, St. Francis (NY) 64 
Miami (Ohio) 91, Buffalo 81 
Stony Brook 87, Farmingdale St. 57 
Syracuse 80, Cornell 68 

Wagner 72, St. Francis (Pa.) 64 
SOUTH 

Elon 79, Northeastern 62 

Furman 81, Samford 49 
Gardner-Webb 77, Georgia 60 
Jacksonville 98, Carver 45 
Mississippi St. 81, Arkansas 68 
MIDWEST 

Cent. Michigan 72, Kent St. 69 
Indiana St. 107, Midway 51 
Michigan St. 81, High Point 68 
Purdue 104, Nicholls 90 

Toledo 83, W. Michigan 56 

WEST 

Air Force 49, Utah State 47 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. South Carolina (12-0) didd not play. 
Next: at Missouri, Thursday. 

2. Stanford (8-3) did not play. Next: at 
Washington St., Sunday. 

3. Louisville (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Boston College, Thursday. 

4. Arizona (10-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Washington State, Jan. 7. 

5. NC State (11-2) did not play. Next: at 
Clemson, Thursday. 

6. Maryland (10-3) did not play: at #8 
Indiana, Sun. 

7. Tennessee (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Alabama, Thursday. 

8. Indiana (10-2) did not play. Next: at 
Rutgers, Thursday. 

9. Michigan (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #25 Ohio State, Friday. 

10. Baylor (9-2) vs. Houston Baptist. 
Next: at Kansas State, Sunday.. 

11.. UConn (6-3)vs. Marquette, ppd. 
Next ; at DePaul, Sunday. 

12. Texas (9-1) vs. Alcorn State, ccd. 
Next: at Oklahoma State, Sunday. 

13. Georgia (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #19 LSU, Thursday. 

14. lowa State (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia., Sunday. 

15. Duke (10-1) did not play. Next: at 
Virginia Tech, Thursday. 

16. Georgia Tech (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

17. Notre Dame (11-2) did not play. 
Next: at Virginia, Thursday. 

18. BYU (10-1) did not play. Next: at San 
Diego, Thursday. 

19. LSU (12-1) did not play. Next: at #13 
Georgia, Thursday. 

20. Kentucky (7-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Mississippi State., Monday. 

21. lowa (6-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Illinois, Sunday. 

22. South Florida (10-4) beat Jackson- 
ville 70-57. Next: vs. Memphis, Sunday. 
24. Texas A&M (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Vanderbilt, Thursday. 

24. N. Carolina (11-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Syracuse, Thursday. 

25. Ohio State (9-2) did not play. Next:: 
at #9 Michigan, Friday. 


AWARDS 


RECENT ASSOCIATED PRESS 
FEMALE ATHLETES OF THE YEAR 
2021: Candace Parker, U.S., WNBA 
2020: Naomi Osaka, Japan, Tennis 
2019: Simone Biles, U.S., Gymnastics 
2018: Serena Williams, U.S., Tennis 
2017: Kate Ledecky, U.S., Swimming 
2016: Simone Biles, U.S., Gymnastics 
2015: Serena Williams, u.S., Tennis 
2014: Mo’ne Davis[1, U.S., LLWS Baseball 
2013: Serena Williams, U.S., Tennis 
2012: Gabby Douglas, U.S., Gymnastics 
2011: Abby Wambach, U.S., Soccer 
2010: Lindsey Vonn, U.S., Alpine Skiing 
2009: Serena Williams, U.S., Tennis 
2008: Candace Parker, U.S., WNBA 
2006-07: Lorena Ochoa, Mexico, Gol 
2003-05: Annika S6renstam, Sweden, Golf 
2002: Serena Williams, U.S., Tennis 
2001: Jennifer Capriati, U.S., Tennis 
2000: Marion Jones, U.S., Track and Field 
1999: U.S. women’s soccer Team 
1998: Se Ri Pak, South Korea, Golf 
1997: Martina Hingis, Switzerland, Tennis 
1996: Amy Van Dyken, U.S., Swimming 
1995: Rebecca Lobo, U.S., 

College basketball 
1994: Bonnie Blair, U.S., Soeedskating 
1993: Sheryl Swoopes, U.S., 

College basketball 
1991-92: Monica Seles, Yugoslavia, Tennis 
1990: Beth Daniel, U.S., Golf 
1989: Steffi Graf, WGermany, Tennis 
1988: Florence Griffith Joyner, U.S., 
Track and Field 
1987: Jackie Joyner-Kersee, U.S., 
Track and Field 
1986: Martina Navratilova, U.S., Tennis 
1985: Nancy Lopez, U.S., Golf 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 20 16 2 251 12 50 
Chelsea 20 12 6 243 14 42 
Liverpool 1912 5 250 16 41 
Arsenal 19 11 2 632 23 35 
West Ham 19 9 4 6 34 25 31 
Tottenham 17 9 3 522 20 30 
Man United 17 8 4 527 25 28 
Wolverhampton 18 7 4 713 14 25 
Leicester 18 7 4 731 33 25 
Brighton 18 59 417 18 24 
Crystal Palace 19 5 8 627 27 23 
Aston Villa 18 7 11024 28 22 
Southampton 19 49 620 29 21 
Brentford 18 55 821 25 20 
Everton 17 5 4 821 29 19 
Leeds 18 3 7 818 36 16 
Watford 17 4 11222 35 13 
Burnley 15 18 614 21 11 
Newcastle 19 181019 42 11 
Norwich 19 2 413 8 42 10 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Chelsea 1, Brighton 1 
Manchester City 1, Brentford 0 


THURSDAY’S MATCHES 
Man United vs. Burnley, 3:15p.m. 
Everton vs. Newcastle, ppd 
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Cooper Kupp has 132 receptions so far this season, fifth-most in NFL history. He needs 18 in 
the Rams’ final two regular-season games for the league record. BRUCE KLUCKHOHN/AP 


NFL INSIDE THE NUMBERS 


Catching fire: WRs 
make big impacts 


Several receivers set marks 
amid strong year at position 


By Josh Dubow 


Associated Press 


This season has been another banner year 
for wide receivers, with several hitting mile- 
stones in Week 16. 

Cooper Kupp, Justin Jefferson, Antonio 
Brown, Keenan Allen and rookie Amon-Ra 
St. Brown are among the receivers who 
reached memorable marks this week. 

Kupp had 10 receptions for 109 yards for 
the Rams in a road win against the Vikings 
for his record 14th game this season with at 
least 90 yards receiving, breaking the mark 
held by Brown (2014) and Michael Irvin 
(1995). 

Kupp’s 132 receptions are the fifth-most 
ever and he needs 18 in the final two games 
to break Michael Thomas’ record of 149 set 
in a 16-game season in 2019, 

Jefferson had eight catches for 116 yards 
in that same game, giving him 2,851 yards 
receiving in his two-year career. That 
breaks the mark of 2,755 set by Odell Beck- 
ham Jr. from 2014-15. 

Brown had 10 catches for 101 yards in 
the Buccaneers’ win over the Panthers for 
his record 23rd game with double-digit 
catches, breaking Andre Johnson’s career 
record. 

St. Brown had nine catches for 91 yards 
and one TD, joining Beckham as the only 
rookies to have at least eight catches in four 
straight games. 

Keenan Allen of the Chargers had four 
catches to give him 96 on the season for his 
fifth straight year with at least 95. 

The only other player to do that was 
Brown, who did it six years in a row from 
2013-18. 

The Bengals’ dynamic duo of rookie 
Ja’Marr Chase and second-year star Tee 
Higgins also became the first set of team- 
mates age 23 or younger to each record 
at least 1,000 yards receiving in the same 
season. 

Led by Jefferson, Higgins and the 
Cowboys’ CeeDee Lamb, wide receivers 
from the 2020 draft class have combined 
for 13,505 yards receiving this season, the 


IN BRIEF 


most ever for one draft class in one season, 
topping the 13,333 from the 1996 class in 
1999, 

Another pass catcher also got into the 
mix, with Falcons rookie tight end Kyle Pitts 
recording six catches for 102 yards in a win 
over the Lions. Pitts’ 949 yards receiving are 
the second-most for a rookie tight end, trail- 
ing only Mike Ditka’s 1,076 in 1961. 


Burrow’s big day 


Joe Burrow had a record-setting perfor- 
mance against the Ravens. 

Burrow threw for 525 yards and four TDs 
in the Bengals’ 41-21 victory, the fourth- 
most yards in league history. 

Only Norm Van Brocklin (554 in 1951 
against the New York Yanks), Warren Moon 
(527 in 1990 against the Chiefs) and Matt 
Schaub (527 in 2012 against the Jaguars) 
had more ina game. 

But with Burrow also throwing for 
416 yards in the first meeting of the season, 
he had arecord 941 yards against the Ravens 
this year, breaking the mark held by Dan 
Marino (874 yards against the Jets in 1988) 
and Joe Montana (874 against the Falcons 
in 1990). 

Burrow has three career games with at 
least 400 yards passing and three TDs, tying 
Marino for the most in a player’s first two 
seasons. 

Burrow’s big day capped the Bengals’ 4-0 
sweep against division the rival Ravens and 
Steelers, marking just the fourth time one 
team swept those traditional powers. The 
Bengals also did it in 2009, the Jags in 1999 
and the Houston Oilers in 1998. 


Big man TDs 


There has never been a day quite like 
Sunday for offensive linemen in the NFL. 

The Jags’ Will Richardson, Jets’ Conor 
McDermott, Eagles’ Lane Johnson and 
Cowboys’ Terence Steele all scored touch- 
downs, doubling the season total for offen- 
sive linemen from the first 15 weeks. 

It was the most TDs scored in a week 
by offensive linemen since at least 1949, 
according to Sportradar, with the previous 
mark of two last being done in Week 14 of 
the 2010 season. 


Cavs PG Rubio out rest of season 


News services 


Point guard Ricky Rubio suffered a 
season-ending left knee injury, a devastat- 
ing blow to a Cavaliers team that he helped 
moved into playoff contention in the East- 
ern Conference. 

The Cavs said an MRI taken Wednesday 
confirmed atorn anterior cruciate ligament, 
which was feared after Rubio got hurt late 
in Tuesday’s 108-104 road loss the Pelicans. 

The 31-year-old Rubio had a big impact in 
his first season with Cavs, providing leader- 
ship and depth to a young squad. They’ve 
won 20 games after going 22-50 last season. 

Rubio’s injury is the second significant 
one to the Cavs’ backcourt. Collin Sexton 
suffered a season-ending knee injury Nov. 
7, At the time, Sexton was the team’s lead- 
ing scorer. 

Rubio, on a one-year deal with the Cavs, 
averaged 13.1 points, 6.6 assists and 4.1 
rebounds in 34 games this season. 

It’s the second time Rubio has torn his 
left ACL. 

@ PG Kyrie Irving practiced with the Nets 
for the first time since the preseason. Irving 
hasn’t been with the Nets on a regular basis 
since practicing with the team for a week 
in San Diego during training camp in early 
October. With New York City mandating 
that players get vaccinated in order to play 
at Barclays Center, the Nets in October 
decided against having Irving be with the 
team for road games and practices as well. 
But with the team decimated recently by 
a COVID outbreak, Nets management 
decided to bring Irving back for road games. 
Irving went into the league’s health and 
safety protocols the day after and cleared 
protocols, along with Kevin Durant and 
LaMarcus Aldridge, on Tuesday. Durant 


and Aldridge also practiced Wednesday. 
Coach Steve Nash has said that the 29-year- 
old Irving will need to ramp up for a week 
or two before he can play ina road game. ... 
Former All-Star G Isaiah Thomas agreed 
to al0-day hardship deal with the COVID- 
decimated Mavericks. Thomas, 32, aver- 
aged 9.3 points in four games for the Lakers 
on a hardship deal earlier this month. 


College basketball: ESPN analyst Dick 
Vitale will rest his voice and be away 
from game broadcasts for the foreseeable 
future. Vitale, 82, said he recently met with 
a throat specialist who diagnosed him with 
“pre-cancerous Dysplasia on the vocal 
cords.” Vitale, who has undergone cancer 
treatments this year, said the latest condi- 
tion is not life-threatening. 


Hockey: The NHL is modifying its COVID- 
19 protocols, shortening the standard isola- 
tion period for players who test positive for 
the virus from 10 days to five days, ESPN 
reported. The updated protocols align with 
new CDC recommendations. ... Canadiens 
first-round pick Logan Mailloux will be 
reinstated to the Ontario Hockey League 
on Saturday. Mailloux, 18, was suspended 
indefinitely by the OHL on Sept. 2 because 
of an incident that took place while the 
defenseman was on loan to SK Lejon in 
Sweden in November 2020. He was fined 
by Swedish authorities after admitting to 
two charges related to sharing, without her 
consent, a photo of a woman during sex. 
.. The ITHF canceled the remainder of its 
2022 World Junior Championship because 
of a rising number of COVID cases among 
players. Three tournament games had been 
forfeited in the last 24 hours because of 
positive tests. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Jan. 5: at Georgetown, 
7p.m., SNY 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Jan. 8: at Seton Hall, 
noon, FOX 
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AP FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 








Associated Press 


Candace Parker wrestled 
with the decision to make a 
huge change in her life and 
leave Los Angeles — where 
she had played her entire 
WNBA career — and head 
home to Chicago. 

In the end, the appeal ofa 
homecoming was too much 
for Parker to ignore, and it 
couldn’t have worked out 
better. 

The 35-year-old Parker 
staved off Father Time to 
help the Chicago Sky win 
the franchise’s first WNBA 
championship and capped 
off 2021 by being named 
Associated Press’ Female 
Athlete of the Year for a 
second time. 

“There was something 
about going to where you 
started playing the game,” 
Parker said in a phone 
interview. “It’s exciting to 
play in front of the people 
who first saw me pick up a 
basketball. To win at home, 
I’m just now recognizing it 
a little bit. How special that 
really is. Something that is 
top on my list.” 

It’s a list that keeps the 
working mom and basket- 
ball analyst for TNT pretty 


propels Sky to WNB 


busy. Parker is finally begin- 
ning to appreciate bringing 
a title to her hometown in 
the twilight of her career. 

As the final seconds 
ticked off the clock in the 
WNBA Finals, Parker 
sprinted to the corner of 
the court where she hugged 
family and friends, cele- 
brating becoming one of the 
rare elite athletes to return 
home and win a champion- 
ship. 

It was a long shot ending 
not many saw coming when 
Parker made the move. 
Winning it all seemed an 
even more remote possibil- 
ity at the start of the WNBA 
season when the Sky lost 
seven of their first nine 
games. Parker was side- 
lined with an ankle injury, 
but when she returned, 
Chicago started winning 
and earned a No. 6 seed in 
the playofts. 

“T’m really thankful for 
those who made my jour- 
ney and the people who 
supported me making it 
as smooth as possible. My 
daughter, my wife, my 
immediate family, we rolled 
with it. We wanted it,’ she 
said. “Things are going to 
get hard, but stick with it.” 


—————— 


Parker honored after return 
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title 


Chicago Sky forward/center Candace Parker speaks during 
a celebration of the Sky’s WNBA title Oct. 19 in Chicago. 
ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


It is an approach to life 
that made Parker second- 
guess her decision. 

Parker was concerned 
that she would be viewed 
as a quitter by leaving 
Los Angeles. This despite 
being named the AP award 
winner her rookie year 
with the Sparks in 2008, 
when she was honored as 
the WNBA’s MVP and top 
rookie. She also guided the 
Sparks to the championship 
in 2016 and is one of 14 play- 
ers to have won a college, 
WNBA and Olympic title. 
She played college ball at 
Tennessee, where she won 
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two titles. 

“l’m a big believer when 
you start something you 
finish it. When you say 
something, you do it. I’m 
not perfect, as I do say stuff 
and don’t follow through,” 
said Parker, a two- 
time Olympic gold medal- 
ist. “My parents taught 
me don’t quit. I wanted 
to finish my career in LA, 
but I also finished my 
contract, I committed to 
that amount of time. I didn’t 
ask to be traded. The better 
opportunity for me and 
my family was to go back 
home.” 





Maryland quarterback Taulia Tagovailoa scrambles during the first quarter of the New Era Pinstripe Bowl against Virginia Tech 
on Wednesday at Yankee Stadium in New York. DUSTIN SATLOFF/GETTY 


PINSTRIPE BOWL MARYLAND 54, VIRGINIA TECH 10 


Fearing the turtle 





Tua Tagovailoa’s brother 
leads Maryland to rout 
at Yankee Stadium 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Tarheeb Still 
returned a punt 92 yards for a touch- 
down, Taulia Tagovailoa threw touch- 
down passes of 70 and 32 yards to 
Darryl Jones, and the sudden scores 
sparked Maryland to a 54-10 rout of 
Virginia Tech in the Pinstripe Bowl 
on Wednesday. 

The game belonged to Tagovailoa, 
an Alabama transfer and younger 
brother of Miami Dolphins QB Tua 
Tagovailoa. He threw for 265 yards 
and the two TD passes brought his 
season total to 26, which tied Mary- 
land’s single-season record. 

The game’s MVP, Tagovailoa helped 
the Terrapins (7-6) get the better of 





the Hokies at Yankee Stadium — and 
even on TV. 

Brent Pry was hired last month 
as Virginia Tech’s coach — J.C. Price 
served as interim coach — and went on 
ESPN during the game to hype the 2022 
season. Pry boasted, “ We are gonna 
play a great brand of defense. “Seconds 
later, Tagovailoa connected with Jones 
for the deep play and a 14-3 lead. Pry 
was good-naturedly roasted on social 
media, and Maryland even tweeted the 
clip with a grimacing face emoji. 

Pry must have grimaced when 
Tagovailoa hit Jones again in the third 
quarter for a 34-10 lead that helped 
send the Terps to their first bowl win 
since 2010. 

Jones, a senior wide receiver, had 
never caught a touchdown pass over 
his first 40 games. He had two and 
finished with 111 yards receiving 
against the Hokies (6-7). 

Antwain Littleton II added a 4-yard 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


rushing TD for Maryland and Joseph 
Petrino answered the Hokies’ lone 
touchdown with a 44-yard field goal 
with 59 seconds left in the first half for 
a 24-10 lead. Roman Hemby scored on 
a 2-yard run in the third quarter. 

Yankee connection: The Hokies 
have a special bond with the Yankees 
following the April 16, 2007, shoot- 
ing on the Virginia Tech campus that 
left 32 dead. The Yankees made a 
$1 million donation to the Hokie Spirit 
Memorial Fund and followed up the 
next season with an exhibition game 
against Virginia Tech on the Blacks- 
burg campus. The Yankees wore caps 
in the Hokies’ orange and maroon, 
their “NY” emblem on the front and 
a “VT” logo on the side. 

The Hokies returned the favor in 
the Pinstripe Bow] and wore the inter- 
locking “NY” on their helmets. The 
winner of the Pinstripe Bowl receives 
the George M. Steinbrenner Trophy. 
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Huskies 


from Page 1 


1-877-AT-UCONN. 

The news comes just one 
day after the UConn women’s 
basketball team canceled its 
game against DePaul due to 
COVID-19 issues within the 
program. Earlier this week, 
they also had a home game 
canceled again Marquette due 
to COVID-19 issues within 
the Marquette program. 


Rowing 


from Page 1 


about. They didn’t care just 
about rowing, they cared 
about gender equity:” 

If the case had not been 
settled, it would have gone to 
trial, in a process that would 
likely have lasted multiple 
years. Given the evidence 
presented at a temporary 
restraining order hearing in 
May, Judge Stefan R. Under- 
hill stated in his ruling that 
the rowers would have likely 
prevailed in the case. 

Inthe summer of 2020, the 
university announced that 
women’s rowing was set to be 
eliminated, along with men’s 
swimming and diving, tennis 
and cross country, after the 
2020-21 season. A group of 
rowing alumnae filed a Title 
IX complaint in the spring 
and on April 28, the 12 rowers 
filed a federal Title IX lawsuit 
in US. District Court against 
UConn, asking for a tempo- 
rary restraining order to keep 
the program alive past the 
spring season. 

Underhill granted the order 
in late May that prevented the 
school from cutting the team 
until an August hearing on 
the motion for a preliminary 
injunction. In his decision, 
Underhill cited irreparable 
harm to the plaintiffs and 
noted that according to 
testimony of Title IX expert 
Donna Lopiano, UConn had 
not been in compliance with 
Title IX since 2008. 

Title IX, enacted in 1972, 
is the federal law that guar- 
antees equal participation 


COVID 


from Page 1 


team couldn’t play earlier in 
the season. 

Executive director Glenn 
Lungarini said the CIAC is 
keeping an eye on the situ- 
ation and that the organi- 
zation has been monitoring 
transmission due to game 
competition throughout the 
pandemic. So far, he said that 
has been “very low.” 

“We expected as we came 
indoors that postponements 
would be part of the winter 
season and when we were 
going through the holiday 
season we would see a bump 
in positive cases, although I 
don’t think anybody antic- 
ipated it to be where we are 
right now in terms of positiv- 
ity,” he said. 

Connecticut’s seven-day 
COVID-19 positivity rate is at 
nearly 13% as of Wednesday 
and cases are at an all-time 
high throughout the state. 

“We still have a signifi- 
cant amount of time left in 
the winter season so there’s 
not cause for concern at this 
time. The winter season is one 
of our longer seasons so we 
have plenty of time to make 
up games.” 

The Canton girls basket- 
ball team was supposed to 
host a holiday tournament 
but the team was unable 
to play Wednesday after 
Hall, its opponent, pulled 
out. So Farmington and St. 
Joseph-Trumbull played 
Wednesday at Canton 
High and Canton is scheduled 
to play Farmington Thursday. 

“Farmington could get 


The next opportunity to 
play agame for the men’s side 
will come on Jan. 8 when 
they head on the road to face 
Big East foe Seton Hall. The 
Huskies last played game 
dates back to Dec. 21, when 
UConn defeated Marquette 
78-70. In that game, Huskies 
star Adama Sanogo returned 
from a four game absence 
due to abdominal strain and 
played 12 minutes. Sanogo 
put up six points and two 
rebounds. 


opportunities for women in 
education. 

In July, UConn announced 
it would keep the rowing 
program for the next two 
years so the program could 
continue and the coaches 
could continue to recruit 
while the lawsuit was pend- 
ing. 

With the upgrades, coach 
Jen Sanford envisions UConn 
becominga high-level rowing 
program. 

“With these resources in 
place UConn could become 
a top 20 team, could go to 
NCAAs,” Sanford said. “Things 
like having rowing tanks and 
20 scholarships, it makes a big 
difference. I’m excited for the 
future of the program.” 

While Sanford was pleased 
with UConn and its decision 
to settle, she also felt that 
the case sent a message to 
other universities thinking of 
cutting women’s teams. 

“A university is going to 
look at what happened at 
UConn and hopefully do a 
little more research before 
they make a decision to cut 
another women’s rowing 
team,” she said. 

As a student at UConn in 
the late 1970s, Duffy filed a 
Title IX complaint that led 
to the university forming a 
women’s soccer team in 1979 
and she was the one of the 
team’s first All-Americans. 

“As a UConn alum, I’m 
really proud that UConn’s 
doing this and they can be 
on the forefront of creating 
a place that is really treating 
women the best they can and 
having high quality athletic 
programs,” Duffy said. 


two games and I get one and 
it’s my tournament,’ Canton 
coach Brian Medeiros said. 
“Ts crazy.” 

Medeiros also said a flu bug 
went through his team before 
Christmas and Canton had to 
play Rockville. Both teams 
had eight players each. 

“We canceled JV and 
played a varsity game,” 
Medeiros said. “It was prob- 
ably more a JV-varsity game. 
I started two freshmen. Four 
of my major varsity players 
couldn’t play.” 

The Simsbury girls, who 
are 5-0, were also supposed 
to host a holiday tourna- 
ment, which was eventually 
canceled after the three other 
teams pulled out. 

“We went from a tourna- 
ment to two games to one 
game to zero games,” coach 
Sam Zullo said. “We thought 
about rescheduling the whole 
thing to a Saturday-Sunday in 
late January but that might 
put people in a tough spot, 
having 4-5 games in a week, 
which you can’t do.” 

Zullo was at least able to 
schedule a scrimmage with 
Sacred Heart Academy this 
week. 

Manchester boys basket- 
ball coach John Reiser’s 
team is healthy but he hasn’t 
played since Dec. 20 against 
Newington. Hall pulled out of 
a game scheduled for Tuesday 
against Manchester. 

“Hopefully we’ll play 
against RHAM on Monday,” 
Reiser said. “It will be nice 
to play somebody other 
than Manchester. Honestly, 
though the preseason is so 
short, it gave us a chance to 
work on some things.” 


Safety Tip of the Day 


lf you're ever in a car accident, or must stop on the 
shoulder for an emergency, don’t count on other drivers to 
see you or be careful. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


SHORTS 


Colts reached out to retired Rivers 


When Carson Wentz tested positive 
for COVID-19 this week, Frank Reich 
reached for the phone and called along- 
time friend for help. That friend was 
Philip Rivers. A one-year starter for 
the Colts last season, Rivers has been 
enjoying retirement with his nine kids 
in California after a 17-year career. The 
40-year-old hung it up after the Colts told him last spring 
they were exploring other options, before they traded a 
first-round pick to the Eagles for Wentz. But now that 
Wentz was out with COVID-19, slated to miss 10 days and 
at least one game as an unvaccinated player, Reich decided 
to check in. Rivers was a unique but specific option as an 
eight-time Pro Bowler who led the Colts to an 11-5 record 
with 24 TDs and 11 interceptions last season. “Yes, I have 
talked to Philip. ... I’m close to him,” said Reich. “We’ve 
talked all year long.” Reich emphasized that talks were 
about the Colts’ “situation” with Wentz. Rivers had left the 
door cracked toa possible late-season return with a playoff 
contender. Rookie QB Sam Ehlinger will start this week 
against the Raiders if Wentz remains out for the Colts. 
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— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 


City strengthens grip on EPL title 


Manchester City’s grip on its Premier League title hasn’t 
been this strong all season. A 1-0 win at Brentford, coupled 
with Chelsea conceding a stoppage-time goal to draw 1-1 
against Brighton, left the defending champions with an 
eight-point lead heading into the new year. It has been an 
almost perfect 24 hours for City, which saw Liverpool — 
another rival for the title — surprisingly lose 1-0 at injury-hit 
Leicester on Tuesday. Chelsea has moved a point ahead 
of third-place Liverpool before their meeting at Stamford 
Bridge on Sunday, when at least one of the teams will drop 
points. Liverpool has a game in hand, but will soon lose star 
forwards Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mane to the African 
Cup of Nations. City wasn’t at its fluent best against Brent- 
ford — Pep Guardiola’s team came into the match having 
scored 17 goals in its last three matches — but still did enough 
to earn a 10th straight win in the league. “I am not going to 
believe you when you say it is already done,” Guardiola said. 
“There are 54 points still to play for” Yet City is even winning 
when not playing its best. Phil Foden grabbed the only goal 
in the 16th minute, diverting a cross from Kevin De Bruyne 
into the net from close range. Video review showed Foden 
was just onside when he applied the finish. 
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Freshman tight end Brock Bowers, a second-team All-American, leads Georgia in receiving yards and TDs. JOHN BAZEMORE/AP 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


Target rich at tight end 


Position may seize spotlight 
in Friday’s semifinal games 


By Ralph D. Russo 


Associated Press 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Too 
big to be covered by the fast guys and 
too fast to be covered by the big guys. 

Great pass catching tight ends have 
always been a part of football, but the 
position and players who play it have 
evolved to where they’re often the 
most difficult matchup on the field. 

The NFL is in the midst of tight end 
boom, with players such as Travis 
Kelce, Mark Andrews, Zach Ertz and 
Rob Gronkowski frequently taking 
over games. 

College teams haven’t quite 
unlocked the full potential of the 
position as effectively as the pros, but 
Friday’s College Football Playoff with 
No. 1 Alabama facing No. 4 Cincinnati 
in the Cotton Bowl and No. 2 Michigan 
playing No. 3 Georgia in the Orange 
Bow] will put players with potential 
to be part of the next wave of dominate 
tight ends on display. 

“The bottom line is the size and 
speed combination that people put out 
at those tight end positions where they 
can play as a wide receiver or get in the 
box and be physical, yeah, that makes 
life tough,” Cincinnati defensive coor- 
dinator Mike Tressel said. 

Michigan and Georgia have 
combined this season to play 46% of 
their offensive snaps with multiple 
tight ends on the field, according to 
data tracked by Sports Info Solutions. 

The Bulldogs run 48% of their 
offense from two or three tight end 


sets, and in a season where injuries 
took a toll on their wide receivers, 
freshman tight end Brock Bowers 
emerged as their leading receiver and 
a second-team All-American. 

“Typically, nowadays, the tight ends 
that you recruit, four- and five-star 
type tight ends, are big receivers with 
great ball skills,” ESPN analyst and 
former NFL QB Todd Blackledge said. 

The 6-foot-4, 230-pound Bowers 
fits that mold. He has 47 catches for 
791 yards (third in the nation among 
tight ends) and 11 touchdowns (second 
among tight ends). 

The Northern California native 
caught the Georgia coaching staff’s 
attention even before he officially 
signed by sending them videos of 
himself running hills during the 
pandemic shutdowns in 2020. 

“We knew he had the run-af- 
ter-catch ability,’ Georgia offensive 
coordinator Todd Monken said. “They 
used him in the backfield out of high 
school, but he’s got a little more range 
than we thought and he’s continued to 
develop as a route runner.” 

Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh 
fondly tells the story of his college 
coach, the late Bo Schembechler, 
being so pleased to hear that as three- 
and four-receiver sets were becom- 
ing more prevalent in the early 2000s, 
tight ends still played a prominent role 
in Harbaugh’s attack. 

The Wolverines have had two or 
three tight ends on the field for 43% of 
their snaps this year. Offensive coordi- 
nator Josh Gattis’ version of the spread 
is run-heavy. Michigan’s tight ends 
are blockers first and foremost, but far 
from exclusively. 

Erick Allis second on the team with 
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34 receptions and is responsible for 
maybe the single most important pass 
play of Michigan’s season: He went 
47 yards for a go-ahead TD in the 
fourth quarter of a 21-17 victory at Penn 
State in November. 

“Coach Gattis has done a great job 
with getting us all involved with so 
many ways to attack defenses,” Mich- 
igan’s Luke Schoonmaker said. 

Alabama and Cincinnati haven’t 
been quite so tight end dependent, 
combining to run 31% of their offensive 
plays with two or three, but they seem 
to be trending toward bigger roles for 
the tight ends in the Cotton Bowl. 

Cincinnati’s Josh Whyle came into 
the season billed as the school’s next 
big-time tight end prospect following 
Kelce and Brent Celek, but he had just 
seven catches in the first six games. 

“We remained who we were. 
I remained who I was. I just said 
throughout the season that I just try to 
be in the right spots at the right times 
and I know (QB Desmond Ridder) will 
find me eventually,’ Whyle said. 

Whyle had 18 catches and five TDs 
in the final seven games. Whyle and the 
6-5, 250-pound Leonard Taylor have 
combined for 10 TD catches. 

Considering the problems Alabama 
had dealing with Bowers in the SEC 
championship game (10 catches for 139 
yards), Whyle and Taylor could see an 
uptick in targets Friday. 

Alabama could also turn to its tight 
ends more against Cincinnati to make 
up for the loss of second-leading 
receiver John Metchie, who’s out with 
a knee injury. Cameron Latu is a 6-5, 
250-pound converted defensive end 
who has six TDs among his 20 catches 
for 299 yards. 


Djokovic withdraws from ATP Cup 


Novak Djokovic withdrew from the 
ATP Cup in Australia ahead of the first 
Grand Slam tournament of the season, 
organizers said Wednesday. No reason 
was given, but the top-ranked Serb has 
declined to comment on his vaccination 
status in recent months and Australia’s 
strict regulations require all players, 
officials and fans to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 
ATP Cup organizers disclosed Djokovic’s withdrawal ina 
roster update that included France replacing Austria in the 
16-country event. Dusan Lajovic will replace Djokovic for 
Serbia. Fifth-ranked Andrey Rublev of Russia also pulled 
out, as did teammates Aslan Karatsev and Evgeny Donskoy. 
The ATP Cup begins Saturday in Sydney. The Australian 
Open men’s entry list announced in early December had 
the 34-year-old Djokovic at No. 1 in what was seen as a 
further indication that he'll be playing at Melbourne Park 
beginning Jan. 17 despite Australia’s tight regulations. The 
nine-time Australian Open champion is tied with Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal for the men’s record of 20 Grand 
Slam singles titles. —News services 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Ground game lifts 
Gophers to victory 


Associated Press 


Ky Thomas ran for 144 yards and a touchdown, 
Mar’Kiese Irving added 129 yards rushing and Minnesota 
shut down West Virginia on defense to win the Guaranteed 
Rate Bow] 18-6 on Tuesday night in Phoenix. 

Thomas and Irving became the Gophers’ 1-2 punch after 
Mohamed Ibrahim and Trey Potts sustained season-end- 
ing injuries earlier this season. The two running backs 
carried most of the load offensively against West Virginia 
(6-7), accounting for 273 of Minnesota’s 358 total yards. 

The Gophers (9-4) overwhelmed the Mountaineers 
defensively, holding them to 206 total yards to win their 
fifth straight bowl game, third under coach P.J. Fleck.It 
wasn’t much of a surprise. Minnesota finished fourth 
nationally in total defense, allowing 284.8 yards per game, 
and was ninth against the pass and run. 


Bennett to start for Georgia: If there was any doubt left 
about who will be starting at quarterback for No. 3 Geor- 
gia against No. 2 Michigan in the College Football Playoff, 
Bulldogs coach Kirby Smart put an end to it Wednesday. 

“Stetson (Bennett) is our starting QB,” Smart said. 

Smart added that whether backup JT Daniels plays 
Friday in the Orange Bow] will be determined by the game 
situation and Daniels’ health. 

Daniels began the season as the starter but an injury 
opened the door for Bennett. 

As for his current health, Daniels didn’t travel with the 
team to Miami and arrived a day later. 

Smart said the Bulldogs dealt with some COVID-19 
issues, but gave no specifics.Assistants back with Bama: 
Alabama offensive coordinator Bill O’Brien rejoined the 
team Tuesday after isolating for a period of time following 
a positive COVID-19 test. 

Offensive line coach Doug Marrone also was back with 
the team after having tested positive. Both coaches had 
attended every staff meeting virtually. “Coach (Nick) Saban 
made everything normal,’ said O’Brien, the former Penn 
State and Texans head coach. O’Brien and Marrone took 
advantage of the SEC’s recently adjusted COVID-19 proto- 
cols, which fell in line with the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention announcement Monday of reduced isola- 
tion times from 10 days to five days. 


Today’s bowl games 


Co le DUKE’S MAYO BOWL 


UNC (6-6) vs. South Carolina (6-6) 
KEY MATCHUP 


11:30 a.m., ESPN 
North Carolina OB Sam Howell vs. South Carolina 
secondary: A projected first-round NFL draft pick, 
Howell looks to wrap up his college career with a splash. 
Considered a dynamic passer with outstanding arm 
strength and mobility, Howell has thrown for 2,851 yards and 
23 touchdowns with nine interceptions this season, while 
rushing for a career-high 824 yards and 11 TDs. He'll face a 
very good Gamecocks secondary that allowed just 179 yards 
passing per game and finished tied for 10th nationally with 
15 interceptions. 





MUSIC CITY BOWL 


3 p.m., ESPN 


Purdue (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 








KEY MATCHUP 

Tennessee’s up-tempo offense vs. Purdue’s defense: 
The Volunteers not only score fast, they have outscored 
opponents 169-44 in the first quarter this season. Purdue 
ranks 19th nationally allowing 20.5 points a game. The 
Boilermakers also have 14 takeaways over the last seven 
games after having only two combined through the first 
five games. 
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KEY MATCHUP 

Pitt WR Jordan Addison vs. Michigan State secondary: 
The Panthers won’t have QB Kenny Pickett, who finished 
third in the Heisman Trophy voting before opting out of the 
bowl game, but they have Addison, who won the Biletnikoff 
Award as the nation’s top receiver. Meanwhile, the Spartans 
rank last in the nation in pass defense, allowing 337.7 yards 
per game through the air. 


wie 


KEY MATCHUP 

Wisconsin RB Braelon Allen vs. Arizona State LB Kyle 
Soelle: It took a month for the freshman Allen to get 
significant playing time before ripping off seven consecutive 
100-yard games, totaling 1,013 yards and 11 TDs in that span 
to make his case for being the next great Badgers tailback. 
Soelle, who leads the Sun Devils with 82 tackles, will aim to 
contain Allen. 

— Associated Press 


PEACH BOWL 
No. 12 Pittsburgh (11-2) vs. 
No. 10 Michigan St (10-2) 7 p.m., ESPN 








| LAS VEGAS BOWL 
Arizona State (8-4) vs. Wisconsin (8-4) 
10:30 p.m., ESPN 
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A couple breaks of sunshine are possible Thursday morning, but overall 
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CONNECTICUT = WEATHER 


For the latest weather news 
ughout your day. 
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courant.com/weather 


there will be a mostly cloudy sky and high temperatures in the 40s. A light 
and variable wind this morning will become north around 5 mph in the 
afternoon. An afternoon shower or some sprinkles are also possible. Clouds 
will remain on Friday with high temperatures in the 40s. Some areas of fog 
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BRISTOL CENTRAL (3-0): Jaysun Domin- 
guez 0-2-2, Victor Rosa 3-0-6, Mike 
Allen 0-1-1, Damion Glasper 4-1-10, Tre 
Blair 0-2-2, Steve Alseph 3-0-6, Mason 
Stokes 2-0-5, Harry Ross 1-0-2, Carson 
Rivoira 1-0-2, Donovan Clingan 11-0-23, 
Julius Powell 4-0-8, Jayeson VanBev- 
eren 3-0-6. Totals 32-6-73. 


BE 3 7 5 9— 24 
BC 22 22 22 7— 73 


SOUTH WINDSOR 70, WOLCOTT 54 
WOLCOTT (0-1): Terrance Stevens 
9-2-21, Devin Fuegen 5-0-10, Alex Forte 
3-2-10, Matt Cole 4-1-9, AJ Martinez 
2-0-4. Totals 23-5-54. 

SOUTH WINDSOR (3-2): Hakim Mont- 
gomery 9-7-27, Ben Brochu 11-7-35, 

JP Dargati 1-5-8, Colby Carr 0-0-0, Ty 
Casey 0-0-0. Totals 21-19-70. 


Ww 17 8 9 20— 54 


SW 25 13 17 15— 70 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
CTC 


PRINCE TECH 40, PLATT TECH 30 
PLATT TECH (2-1): Brianna Almezy 
6-2-18, A’Raiya Smith 1-0-2, Ceondra 
Parks- Smith 1-0-2, Natalie Krochko 
1-0-2, Tiffany Rosado 1-0-2, Angelina 
Tocci 2-0-4. Totals 12-2-30. 

PRINCE TECH (4-0): Asia Harper-Mc- 
Queen 3-4-10, Shivani Roach 2-1-7, 
Yariely Rodriguez 1-0-2, Shanay Thoms 
8-2-21, Gracemar Hernandez-Ortiz 
0-0-0. Totals 14-7-40. 


PL 12 210 6— 30 
PR 8 9 914— 40 
Others 

MORGAN 42, GRANBY 41 


MORGAN (1-3): Maeve Madura 0-4-4, 
Caeley Ayer 6-5-18, Ava Johnson 2-1-7, 
Sofie Passante 0-0-0, Victoria O’Neill 
6-1-13. Totals 14-11-42. 

GRANBY (2-2): Fem Jansen 1-2-5, 
Savannah Rijkse 5-5-15, Katie Murach 
2-0-4, Layla Bolduc 2-0-4, Liz Squier 
2-1-5, Kayla Davis 1-1-3, Alyssa Bordon- 
aro 1-3-5. Totals 14-12-41. 


M 10 13 8 11— 42 
G 15 8 8 10- 41 


5-3-13, Nyasia Dogans 6-2-14, Tanae 
Spears 0-0-0, Marcelle James 5-3-13, 
Kyelah Smith 5-2-13, Janae Webb 0-0-0. 
Totals 21-10-53. 


A 6 3 710-— 26 
B 12 11 21 9— 53 


E.0. SMITH 50, BACON ACADEMY 38 
E.O. SMITH (4-1): Jill Dingler 0-2-2, 
Olivia Verboven 1-0-2, Paige Raynor 
1-0-2, Madeline Greene 0-0-0, Kate 
McAvoy 2-0-5, Claire Greene 5-1-13, 
Lili Clark 4-0-9, Maddie Hughes 6-0-13, 
Bella Mallory 2-0-4. Totals 21-3-50. 
BACON ACADEMY (6-1): Ashley Lizotte 
1-3-5, Emily Ferrigno 0-0-0, Ariel Nair 
0-0-0, Valerie Luizzi 3-2-10, Marissa 
Nudd 4-5-13, Cara Shea 3-0-7, Emma 
Mancuso 1-1-3. Totals 12-11-38. 


EOS 11 16 13 10— 50 
BA 13 9 9 7T— 38 


ROCKY HILL 53, ELLIS TECH 13 

ROCKY HILL (3-1): Abigail Boutin 1-0-2, 
Fiona Ndoni 1-0-2, Nicole Polites 1-2-4, 
Alyssa Gau 6-0-13, Maleena Muzio 
4-1-9, Angelina Daley 2-2-6, Christina 
DeNovellis 8-1-17. Totals 23-6-53. 

ELLIS TECH (4-1): Brooke Montecalvo 
1-0-2, Liliana Wong Kam 1-0-2, Kylie 
Damble 2-1-5, Jordan Daoust 2-0-4. 
Totals 6-1-13. 


RH 18 11 20 4— 53 
ET 4 40 5- 13 


Of note: DeNovellis had 9rebounds, 7 
steals and Muzio had 8rebounds, 4 
steals. 

HADDAM-KILLINGWORTH AT 
IMMACULATE, PPD. 

Holiday Tournaments 

Canton 

ST. JOSEPH 73, FARMINGTON 41 

Fred Kelly Tournament (North Haven) 
POMPERAUG 53, COGINCHAUG 42 
POMPERAUG (3-2): Emma Pfeifer 1-0-2, 
Sophia Zahran 1-0-2, Taylor Brennan 
3-0-6, Claudia Schneider 6-3-16, Alexis 
Mackenzie 3-2-8, Megan Riley 6-3-16, 
Juliette Rafferty 1-0-3. Totals 21-8-53. 
COGINCHAUG (2-1): Allison Sambor 
0-0-0, Sophie Farr 3-0-6, Katie Farr 
6-3-17, Alyssa Woodward 2-0-4, Allison 
Strang 2-0-4, Chloe Shafir 4-2-11. Totals 
17-5-42. 


P 13 11 16 13— 53 
C 10 5 13 14— 42 


Goals: E—Colin Tavernier (2), Declan 
Higgins (2), Jack Mikan-Jones, Colby 
Perkins, Luke Arsenault, Kyle Cox 
RH—Jacob Nelson (2), Noah MacDon- 
ald, Charlie Maxwell, Owen Davidson. 
Saves: E—Tommy Terhune, 25 
RH—Phillip Beaulier and Andrew 
McLeod, 18. Rec.:E—1-4 RH—2-2. 


SCC/SWC 

SHEEHAN 5, CHESHIRE 3 

C 210-3 
s 311-5 


Goals: S—Max Festa (3), Kyle Roberts, 
Anthony DeFilio C—Damon 
Zurolo (2), Drew DePodesta. Saves: S— 
Justin Lyon, 17 C—Amaan 
Chaudhry and Jack Falk, 50. Rec.: 
S—5-0 C—1-4-1. 

LYMAN HALL 3, GUILFORD 2 

XAVIER 6, HAMDEN 0 

Others 

HALL 5, SGWL 4 


GIRLS HOCKEY 


SCC 
WEST HAVEN/SHA 2, HAND CO-OP 0 


THURSDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE 


>To) 6-9 =7-0-) 4-35-71 BE 


CCC-East: East Hartford at East Catho- 
lic, 6:45p.m. 

NCCC: Bolton at SMSA, 4:30p.m. 

ECC: Bacon Academy at Windham, 7 
p.m. 

Others: Ellis Tech at Hale-Ray, 12:30 
p.m.; Enfield at Aerospace, 1:30p.m.; 
Putnam at Sheehan, 2:30p.m.; Griswold 
at Berlin, 3:45p.m.; Cromwell at Rock- 
ville, 5p.m.; Windham Tech at Windsor 
Locks, 6:45p.m.; Lyman Memorial at 
Westbrook, 7p.m.; East Hampton at 
Shepaug, 7p.m. 

Holiday Tournaments 

Holiday Classic (Bristol Central): 
Wolcott vs. Bristol Eastern, 3p.m.; 
South Windsor vs. Bristol Central, 6 


p.m. 
Shelton: New Milford vs. Southington, 5 
p.m.; New Canaan vs. Shelton, 7p.m. 
Platt: Wolton vs. East Lyme, 1p.m. 
Westhill: Bridgeport Central vs. Hard- 
ing, 4p.m.; Stamford vs. Westhill, 6p.m. 
Weston: Woodlands (N.Y.) vs. New 
Fairfield, noon; Blind Brook (N.Y.) vs. 
Weston, 2p.m. 


CCC-Inter: Middletown at Rocky Hill, 
9a.m. 


GIRLS GYMNASTICS 


Others: Haddam-Killingworth co-op, 
Mercy, Stonington at Valley Regional, 
10a.m. 


TUESDAY’S LATE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


ST. MARY’S 87, YALE 60 

MEN’S HOCKEY 

‘Kwik Mart Holiday Face-Off (Milwau- 
kee, WiSC.) 

WISCONSIN 3, YALE 2 


WEDNESDAY’S 


Q 
O 
es 
c 
Er 
Q) 
ay 
”) 
: 
- 
~) 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


BRYANT AT CENTRAL, LATE 

LIU AT SACRED HEART, LATE 
Franklin & Marshall Tournament 
(Lancaster, Pa.) 

WESLEYAN 108, WILKES 87 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
BRYANT 60, CENTRAL 54 
MEN’S HOCKEY 


‘Kwik Mart Holiday Face-Off (Milwau- 
kee, Wisc.) 
BOWLING GREEN 2, YALE 1 


THURSDAY’S 
COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Franklin & Marshall Tournament 
(Lancaster, Pa.) 

Wesleyan vs. TBD, time TBD 

Eastern Holiday Invitational (Willi- 
mantic) 

Anna Maria at Eastern, 3p.m. 
Bowdoin vs. Bridgewater State, 5p.m. 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Albany at Hartford, 5p.m. 

Trinity at Lebanon Valley, 6p.m. 

lona at Fairfield, 7p.m. 

Babson Classic (Babson Park, Mass.) 
Wesleyan vs. Framingham State, 1p.m. 
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HARTFORD AT BRIDGEPORT, LATE 
W-B/SCRANTON AT HERSHEY, LATE 
COLORADO AT IOWA, LATE 
PROVIDENCE AT ROCHESTER, LATE 
ONTARIO AT BAKERSFIELD, LATE 
UTICA AT SPRINGFIELD, PPD. 


THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Toronto at Belleville, 7p.m. 


odo] BM = c) =a -7.N-) qa - 7.1 BB 


Big East basketball standings 


MEN’S 

Team CONF CPCT OVR_ PCT 
Providence 1-0 1.000 11-1 917 
Creighton 1-0 1.000 9-3 .750 
Xavier 1-1 500 11-2 #846 
UConn 1-1 500 10-3 .769 
Villanova 1-1 .500 84 _ .667 
DePaul 0-0 000 9-1 + .900 
SetonHall 0-0 .000 9-1 .900 
St.John’s 0-0 000 83 .727 
Butler 0-0 .000 7-4 .636 
Georgetown 0-0 .000 6-5 545 
Marquette 0-2 .000 8-5 615 
WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 

BUTLER 63, DEPAUL 59 


SETON HALL AT PROVIDENCE, LATE 


REGIONAL DIGEST 


Rensselaer at Vermont, 2p.m. 
Ledyard Bank Classic (Hanover, N.H.) 
Mercyhurst vs. Boston College, 4p.m. 
New Hampshire vs. Dartmouth, 7:30 
p.m. 


|e Ved , [oled ¢ = 


TUESDAY’S 
LATE RESULT 


‘Kwik Trip Holiday Face-Off (Milwau- 
kee, Wisc.) 
WISCONSIN 3, YALE 2 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


UMASS LOWELL AT ST. LAWRENCE, 
LATE 

‘Kwik Trip Holiday Face-Off (Milwau- 
kee, Wisc.) 

BOWLING GREEN 2, YALE 1 


THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Rensselaer at Vermont, 2p.m. 
Ledyard Bank Classic (Hanover, N.H.) 
New Hampshire vs. Dartmouth, 7:30 
p.m. 


Central rallies, falls short to Bryant 


The Central Connecticut State men’s basketball team, 
trailing by 12 with 1:44 to play, closed the gap to two but 
came up short in an 80-76 Northeast Conference loss to 
Bryant on Wednesday night in New Britain. Elisias Hall led 
all scorers with 25 points and added 10 rebounds for the 
Bulldogs. Davonte Sweatman came off the bench to lead the 
Blue Devils with 16 points. Joe Ostrowsky and Ian Krishnan 
each had 14 and Andre Snoddy 13 for CCSU (3-10 and 0-1). 


Bryant is 5-7 and 1-0. 


Late goal lifts Wolf Pack: Justin Richards’ goal at 17:39 ofthe 
third period lifted the Hartford Wolf Pack to a 3-2 AHL Atlan- 
tic Division win at the Bridgeport Islanders at Webster Bank 
Arena. Bridgeport’s Kyle MacLean gave the Islanders abrief 1-0 
lead at 3:37 of the second period. Zach Berzolla tied the game 
at 5:35 and Cristiano DiGiacinto put Hartford up 2-1 at 15:27. 


— Staffreports 
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Crispy shrimp cakes with chile-lime mayo. For an untraditional binder, crushed-up rice cakes are mixed in with the shrimp for a crisp result. 
DAVID MALOSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Lightest, crispiest 
SHRIMP CAKES 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


is the binder — or lack thereof. 
Some traditional recipes skip 
it, mashing and pounding the 


hether bite-size Thai 

shrimp patties spiked 

with fish sauce, Viet- 
namese shrimp paste packed 
onto sugar cane or Southern 
American shrimp burgers shot 
through with mayonnaise, 
savory shrimp cakes are a tasty 
staple in coastal regions all over 
the world. 

Unsurprisingly, their flavors 
vary depending on where 
they’re made. You’ll find them 
spiced with the likes of white 
pepper in China, chiles in Latin 


shrimp until they stick together 
on their own. This results ina 
firm, bouncy texture after cook- 
ing, with a pleasing chew. Other 
recipes lace some combination 
of eggs, flour, cornstarch, bread 
or cracker crumbs, or rice into 
the shrimp batter, making for 
airier, crumblier cakes that are 
easier to brown when cooked at 
high heat (usually deep-fried, 
pan-fried or grilled). 

In my somewhat untradi- 
tional rendition, I’ve bound 
the batter with something 


America or Old Bay seasoning 


in South Carolina. 


Another point of difference 


Spiced paste 
transforms 
cauliflower 


By Christopher Kimball 


For Associated Press 


We rarely appreciate 
cauliflower for what it 
is. We grill slabs of it and 
pretend it’s steak. We mash 
it like potatoes. We even 
mangle it into pizza crusts. 

But cooks around the 
world, from Greece to 
Israel to China, have shown 
us how good it can be. That 
is, when we stop fussing so 
much with it. 

Roasting it whole with 
a spiced paste slathered 
all over creates a flavor- 
ful browned exterior, 
with crispy edges that 
offer textural contrast to 
the tender interior. And it 
couldn’t be easier. 

For this recipe from 
our book, “COOKish,” 
which limits recipes to just 
six ingredients without 
sacrificing flavor, we took 
flavor inspiration from 





else entirely: crumbs pulver- 
ized from puffed, crunchy rice 
cakes. 


gobi Manchurian, an Indo- 
Chinese dish of deep-fried 
and seasoned cauliflower. It 
is widely popular partly for 
its crisp-saucy quality, but 
also for its addictive savory- 
sweet spiciness. 

A spiced paste made 
from a few big-flavor 
pantry ingredients adds 
plenty of complexity, 
including the Indian 
spice blend garam masala, 
Chinese chili-garlic sauce 
and — don’t judge — 
ketchup. The tomato in 
the ketchup concentrates 
in the oven for a savory 
umami boost, and its sugars 
encourage flavorful 
browning. 

Sliced into wedges and 
sprinkled with sliced scal- 
lions for an allium bite, 
this cauliflower shows 
off all the things it can be: 
naturally sweet and savory, 
while at once meaty and 
light. 


Although this may not seem 
intuitive, it does make sense, 
given that both rice and crack- 
ers are common binders. Rice 
cakes just combine the two. You 
get the mild flavor and gluten- 
free qualities of the rice along 
with the crispness of crackers. 

Make sure to use the pebbly 
kind of rice cakes here (either 
thick or thin), the ones that 
vaguely resemble popcorn or 
plastic foam. While you could 
crush up smooth, waferlike rice 
crackers for this, the shrimp 
cakes won’t be quite as airy. The 
beauty of the rice cakes is how 
all that air trapped in the puffed 
rice gives the shrimp cakes a 
lighter, more ethereal texture. 

To make the crumbs, grind 


the rice cakes in a food proces- 
sor or blender. Then the shrimp 
and aromatics (I use a bracing 
mix of garlic, basil, cilantro and 
chiles) can be whirled together 
in the same container, no need 
to wash it first. 

Chilling the batter for at least 
an hour (or overnight) makes 
it easier to form into cakes. 

And the fried cakes freeze 
reasonably well, although they 
won’t be as crisp after thaw- 
ing. Running them under the 
broiler helps restore them. 

I like to serve these with an 
herby, chile-flecked mayon- 
naise that’s sort of like a tartar 
sauce, but spicier. Then I nibble 
them hot from the pan and 
dream of the beach. 





A spiced paste made from a few pantry ingredients, including the Indian spice blend garam masala, 
Chinese chili-garlic sauce and ketchup, adds plenty of complexity to the whole cauliflower. 
MILK STREET 
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Crispy shrimp cakes 
with chile-lime mayo 


Total time: 45 minutes 

Makes: 3 to 4 servings 

3 to 5 large original or lightly salted rice 
cakes, or 6 to 10 thin cakes (see note) 
1 pound shelled large raw shrimp (20 
to 24), coarsely chopped 

¥, Cup minced shallot (or use onion or 
scallion) 

6 tablespoons chopped cilantro 

6 tablespoons chopped basil leaves, 
more for serving 

3 tablespoons minced jalapeno or red 
chile pepper 

2 V2 teaspoons fish sauce 

Fine sea salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

Y2 Cup mayonnaise 

1 lime 

Safflower, peanut or grapeseed oil, for 
frying 

1. In the bowl of the food processor 
(or you can use a blender), add the 
rice cakes and pulse until you get 1 

¥, cups rice cake crumbs. Return “% 
cup crumbs to the food processor, 
reserving the remaining 1 cup for 
coating the cakes. 

2.Add shrimp, shallot, 4 tablespoons 
each of cilantro and basil, and 2 
tablespoons jalapeno to crumbs. Add 
2 teaspoons fish sauce and a pinch 
each salt and pepper. Pulse until the 
mixture forms a coarse, chunky paste. 
(Be careful not to overprocess; if using 
a blender, scrape down the sides 
frequently.) Transfer to a bowl, cover 
and refrigerate while you make the 
sauce (at least 15 minutes and up to 
24 hours). 

3. In small bowl, whisk together 
mayonnaise, remaining cilantro, basil, 
jalapeno and fish sauce. Zest lime into 
bowl, then cut naked lime into wedges 
and squeeze in some juice. Salt to 
taste. Reserve extra lime wedges for 
serving. 

4. Spread remaining 1 cup rice cake 
crumbs out onto plate or sheet pan. 
With wet hands to keep shrimp paste 
from sticking, form 2 tablespoons of 
shrimp mixture into ¥%2-inch-thick patty 
and put it on top of crumbs. Repeat 
with remaining shrimp mixture, re- 
wetting hands as needed. Turn patties 
over in crumbs to coat both sides. 

5. Heat oil in a large skillet over 
medium-high. Fry patties in batches 
until golden brown, 3 to 4 minutes 

per side. Serve shrimp cakes topped 
with more basil leaves, with chile-lime 
sauce for dunking and lime wedges on 
the side for squeezing. 

Note: Original, whole-grain or brown 
rice cakes (either the thick or thin 
kind) all work well. If you can’t find rice 
cakes, use 1% cups panko or cracker 
crumbs. The cakes won't be as crisp, 
but they'll still taste great. 


Chili-garlic 
roasted 
whole 
cauliflower 


Total time: 1 hour 10 
minutes (10 minutes 
active) 

Makes: 4 servings 
2-pound head 
cauliflower, trimmed 

¥%, cup neutral oil 

2 tablespoons chili- 
garlic sauce 

2 tablespoons ketchup 
1 tablespoon garam 
masala 

Kosher salt and ground 
black pepper 

2 scallions, thinly sliced 
Heat the oven to 

425 degrees. Place 

the cauliflower ona 
rimmed baking sheet. 
Mix the oil, chili-garlic 
sauce, ketchup, 

garam masala and 2 
teaspoons each salt 
and pepper. Brush half 
the mixture onto the 
cauliflower, then roast 
until deeply browned 
and a skewer inserted 
into the center meets 
just a little resistance, 
40 to 55 minutes. 
Brush on the remaining 
mixture and roast for 
another 10 minutes. 
Cut into wedges and 
sprinkle with scallions. 


Gift 
Giveaway 
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Mark Bittman’s take on Ma Po, a Sichuan dish featuring tofu in a spicy sauce, is made with ground chicken, green beans and Sichuan peppercorns for heat. 


GRETCHEN MCKAY/PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 


Ma Po reinvented with 
chicken and green beans 


By Gretchen Mckay 


Fragrant, with a hint of citrus, the reddish-pink 


Asian markets. 


Almost Ma Po 
chicken 


Makes: 6 servings 

3 tablespoons good 
vegetable oil (| used 
sesame) 

1% pounds ground chicken 
Salt and pepper 
115-ounce can black beans, 
drained and rinsed 

2 tablespoons ketchup 

2 tablespoons cider vinegar 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 

1 teaspoon dark sesame oil 
1 teaspoon red chili flakes, 
or to taste 

1 teaspoon ground Sichuan 
peppercorn 

1 pound green beans, 
trimmed 

Butterhead, green leaf or 
romaine lettuce, washed, 
dried and separated into 
leaves 

Chopped fresh cilantro, for 
garnish 

Chopped pistachios, for 
garnish 

1. Heat oil in a large skillet 
on medium-high. Add 
chicken, sprinkle with salt 
and pepper, and cook, 
stirring occasionally, until 
it’s browned and crisp in 
places, 5-10 minutes. 

2. While chicken cooks, 
mash black beans with 

a fork in a small bowl. 

Add ketchup, vinegar, 
cornstarch, sesame oil, 
chili flakes and Sichuan 
peppercorn. Sprinkle with 
salt and pepper. Stir and 
mash until a thick paste 
forms. 

3. Add the mixture to the 
browned chicken, stirring 
until coated and fragrant, 
1-2 minutes. Add %2 cup 
water and green beans and 
stir. Bring to a boil, reduce 
the heat so the mixture 
bubbles steadily and cover. 
4.Cook, stirring once 

or twice, until the sauce 
thickens and the beans are 
as tender as you like, 5-10 
minutes. Taste and adjust 
seasonings. 


What the dish lacks in authenticity, he 
writes in “Dinner for Everyone,” “is more than 
compensated by its familiar flavor and conve- 
nience.” 

I used lettuce cups, but you could serve it 
with rice or noodles for a more substantial bite. 
Or, just spoon it into a bow] right out of the 
pan. Also on the nontraditional side: I added 
chopped pistachio for crunch and lots of fresh 


5. To serve, sooon chicken 
mixture into lettuce leaves. 
Top with chopped cilantro 
and chopped pistachio. 

— Adapted from “Dinner for 
Everyone” by Mark Bittman 
(Clarkson Potter, $40) 


berries of the prickly ash tree numb the lips 
upon impact. 

In this recipe from Mark Bittman, ground 
chicken and green beans trade places with the 
traditional pork and tofu, and the silky sauce is 
made not with fermented bean paste and hot 
chilies but from the pantry staples of ketchup, 
cider vinegar and cornstarch. He also adds 
ground Sichuan peppercorn instead of the 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Perhaps no Sichuan dish is as famous as rich, 
spicy-hot Ma Po, made with tofu and minced 
ground pork. Loved for its aromatic heat, it’s 
perfect for those brisk winter days where the 
cold seeps into your bones and even your coziest 
sweater can’t warm you up. 

The spice that gives Ma Po its kick isn’t the 


expected chili pepper but Sichuan peppercorn. 





You can make this seemingly fancy dessert up to two days ahead of time. 
ELLE SIMONE/AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN 


With this recipe, everyone 
gets their own mini cake 


America’s Test Kitchen 


Flourless chocolate cakes are rich, 
fudgy and intensely chocolaty. Instead of 
using flour or leaveners for structure, like 
most other cakes do, these special cakes 


Individual flourless 
chocolate cakes 


Makes: 6 individual cakes 

Vegetable oil spray 

1 cup (6 ounces) chocolate chips 

8 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut into 4 
pieces 

¥2 cup (3 ¥2 ounces) sugar 

1% teaspoons cornstarch 

3 large eggs 

Ys, cup (2 ounces) water 

1% teaspoons vanilla extract 

¥, teaspoon salt 

1. Adjust oven rack to the middle position 
and heat oven to 275 degrees. Spray the 
inside bottoms and sides of six 4-ounce 
ramekins with vegetable oil spray. Place 
ramekins on arimmed baking sheet. 

2. Inalarge microwave-safe bowl, 
combine chocolate chips and butter. Heat in 
the microwave at 50% power for 2 minutes. 
Stir mixture with a rubber spatula to 
combine. Return to the microwave and heat 


at 50% power until melted, about 2 minutes. 


3. Use the rubber spatula to stir until well 
combined and shiny, about 30 seconds. Let 
chocolate mixture cool for 5 minutes. 


rely on acombination of eggs and corn- 
starch. As the cakes bake, the eggs puff up 
in the oven, giving them lift. The corn- 
starch creates a kind of glue to keep the 
texture smooth. Bonus: These cakes are 
naturally gluten-free. 


4.Inamedium bowl, whisk sugar and 
cornstarch until combined. Add eggs, water, 
vanilla and salt; whisk until combined. 

5. Add sugar mixture to cooled chocolate 
mixture and whisk until smooth. Transfer 
batter to a large liquid measuring cup. 

Pour batter evenly into greased ramekins. 
(Ramekins will be about % of the way full.) 
6. Bake cakes until edges are set, but 
centers still look wet, 20 to 24 minutes. 
Gently shake the baking sheet. If the centers 
of the cakes look very liquidy and jiggle a lot, 
bake the cakes for 1 to 2 additional minutes. 
When the centers of the cakes jiggle slightly, 
remove the baking sheet from the oven. 
Place the baking sheet on a cooling rack 
and let cakes cool on baking sheet for 30 
minutes. 

7. Cover each ramekin with plastic wrap 

and use a fork to poke small holes in top 

of plastic. Refrigerate until cakes are cold 
and firm, at least 1% hours. (Cakes can be 
refrigerated for up to two days. ) 

8. Remove cakes from the refrigerator and 
let them sit at room temperature for 30 
minutes before serving. Top with whipped 
cream or berries, or dust with confectioners’ 
sugar, if desired. Serve. 


whole petite berries. You can find either at most 


chopped cilantro. 
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Seeing 2021 out with a pop, 


8 sparkling wines, 
Champagnes to try 
with the new year 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


Bubbles go with year’s 
end as surely as Thanks- 
giving and turkey, and 
Valentine’s Day and choco- 
lates. It’s a tradition and an 
expectation. But why? 

Is it the impression of 
extravagance that comes 
with a fine bottle of Cham- 
pagne? The hope and joy in 
the pop of acork? The rush 
of sparkle and froth that 
connotes celebration? 

All of the above, along 
with a lot of successful 
marketing. But the pairing 
would not stick if people 
didn’t love it. I know I do. 

Rising prices may make 
many reluctant to pop a 
Champagne cork this year, 
but it doesn’t mean people 
will drink less sparkling 
wine. 

Prosecco, cava, crémants, 
spumantes, frizzantes, 
sekts and pétillant naturels 
are just some of the 
sparklers made outside 
Champagne. Add in the 
wines produced using the 
same grapes and meth- 
ods as Champagne — from 
the United States, Italy, 
England, South America, 
Australia and more — and 
consumers have plenty of 
options if, as some have 
predicted, a Champagne 
shortage is looming. 

I have my doubts about 
that, just as I’m never 
surprised when oil compa- 
nies claim summer short- 
ages require them to raise 
gasoline prices just as 
vacationers hit the road. 
Not that the same supply- 
chain difficulties imped- 
ing the availability of other 
consumer goods has not 
affected wine in general. It 
has, but skepticism is not 
unwarranted. 

After a recent shopping 
spree for sparkling wines 
in New York City retail 
stores, I found some bottles 
I highly recommend. 


ROEDERER > 
Dosnon 


ney 


j 


LOUIS ROEDERER 


COLLECTION 
242 


I could have selected 
dozens of other great 
bottles as well. I tried not to 
repeat previous end-of-the- 
year suggestions, although 
a few of these bottles are 
old favorites, and among 
the Champagnes, I stuck 
with nonvintage and entry- 
level bottles. 

Here are the bottles, 
from least to most expen- 
sive within each category. 


Sparkling wines 
Le Vigne di Alice Veneto 
Tajad Frizzante NV, $19: 
Cinzia Canzian makes this 
wine as an homage to her 
grandmother, who, in the 
days before the glera grape 
came to dominate prosecco 
production, used to blend 
glera with two other local 
varieties, boschera (better 
known by its synonym 
verdicchio) and verdiso. 
The wine is dry and flow- 
ery, lively and charming. 
The second, bubble-induc- 
ing fermentation occurs 

in big tanks, as with most 
proseccos, but Tajad is far 
better than any standard-is- 
sue bottle. 


Raventési Blanc Conca del 
Riu Anoia de Nit 2018, $22: 





Fresh and dried cranberries dot this delicious cornbread. ERICA ALLEN/EATINGWELL 
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Good cava is one of the best 
deals in sparkling wine. 
The problem is that a lot 
more bad cava is made than 
good. But I’ve been collect- 
ing the names of produc- 
ers to seek out, including 
Recaredo, Gramona, AT 
Roca, Mestres, Bohigas, 
Loxarel, Castellroig, Parés 
Balta and Raventos i Blanc, 
which produces de Nit, 

a bottle I keep returning 

to because it’s excellent 
and a great value. Like 
many of these I’ve listed, 
Raventos i Blanc no longer 
uses the term “cava” in 
order to avoid its poor 
connotations. Instead, it 
uses Conca del Riu Anoia, 
after a small area in the 
Penedeés, where it has a 
biodynamically farmed 
estate. This rosado is made 
of the three traditional cava 
grapes, parellada, xarello 
and macabeu, along with 
monastrell, or mourvedre, 
which accounts for the 
wine’s pale pink color. It’s 
dry, nuanced, tangy and 
delicious. 


Domaine Dupasquier 
Savoie Perles d’Aimavi- 
gne Blanc de Blancs NV, 
$23: I’ve found so much 
to love about wines from 





Sweeten your cornbread 


By Maria Speck | EatingWell 


Cornbread gets a makeover with the addition of fresh and dried cranberries. If you 


like your cornbread on the sweeter side, increase the recipe’s honey to % cup. 


Cranberry cornbread 


Makes: 10 servings 
Active time: 15 minutes 
Total time: 45 minutes 


2 cups fine whole-grain cornmeal 
34, Cup whole-wheat pastry flour or white 


whole-wheat flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda 

¥, teaspoon salt 

2 large eggs 

1 Y’cups buttermilk 

¥3 cup extra-virgin olive oil 
¥3 cup honey 


1 tablespoon finely grated orange zest 
34, cup fresh cranberries, rinsed and patted 


dry, or frozen (not thawed) 
¥3 cup dried cranberries 


1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Coat a 
10-inch cast-iron skillet (or 9-inch metal 
cake pan) with cooking spray. 

2. Set aside 2 tablespoons cornmeal ina 
small bowl. Whisk the remaining cornmeal, 
whole-wheat flour, baking powder, baking 


soda and salt in a large bowl. 


3. Lightly whisk eggs in a medium bowl, 
then whisk in buttermilk, oil, honey and 


orange zest until smooth. Make a well in the 
center of the dry mixture. Pour in the wet 
ingredients and stir with a rubber spatula 
until just combined. Do not overmix; the 
batter should look lumpy. 


4. Toss fresh and dried cranberries with 
the reserved cornmeal. (This will prevent 


the fruit from sinking to the bottom during 
baking.) Gently fold the cranberries and 
cornmeal into the batter. Scrape the batter 
into the prepared skillet (or pan). 

5. Bake the cornbread until the edges turn 
golden brown and a toothpick inserted 

into the center comes out with a few moist 
crumbs, 25 to 30 minutes. Let stand for 15 


warm. 


minutes before cutting into wedges. Serve 


Notes: White whole-wheat flour is made 
from hard white wheat berries, which makes 


it lighter in color and flavor than regular 
whole-wheat flour, but with the same 


nutritional properties. For the best flavor, 


store it airtight in the freezer. Whole-grain 
cornmeal (with the nutritious germ and 
fiber-rich bran left intact) is increasingly 


available in well-stocked supermarkets. Look 


for “whole grain” on the label. For this recipe, 
use “fine” whole-grain cornmeal. 
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Huré Freres 


TONY CENICOLA/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


the Savoie region in east- 
ern France. The latest is 
this sparkling wine, made 
largely of jacquere and 
chardonnay, with alittle 
altesse as well. It’s bone- 
dry and lacy-fine, with 
lightly creamy flavors. 
The brother-sister team 
of David and Véronique 
Dupasquier is the fifth 
generation of the family 

to oversee this domaine, 
which also makes terrific 
still wines. Fortuitously, as 
Wink Lorch points out in 
her excellent book “Wines 
of the French Alps,’ Aima- 
vigne, the town where the 
estate is based, means “love 
the vine.” 


Ferrari Trento Brut Metodo 
Classico NV, $26: This wine 
is made entirely of char- 
donnay, one of the three 
main grapes of Champagne, 
and it’s made using the 
same method as Cham- 
pagne, in which a second 
fermentation is induced in 
the bottle to produce the 
bubbles. So, isn’t it just a 
knockoff of Champagne? 

In a vague sense, yes, but 
one taste of it and you can 
tell it’s quite different. It’s 
made in the Trentino-Alto 
Adige region of Italy, and 


VALUED 
SUBSCRIBER 





more out 
of your 
subscription 
by setting 
up your 
digital 


account 


It’s easy to 
start your 
online access! 
Visit: 


go-activate.com 


[ TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


it feels entirely Italian in 
spirit, stylish and grace- 
ful with a sheer, elegant 
texture and creamy, herbal 
flavors. It’s both delicious 
and an excellent value. 


Champagnes 

A.R. Lenoble Champagne 
Blanc de Blancs Grand Cru 
Chouilly Brut Mag 14, $54: 
Lenoble is an unusual, 
experimental house run by 
the brother-sister team of 
Antoine and Anne Malas- 
sagne. For the last decade, 
they have been storing 
reserve wines in magnum 
bottles, believing that it 
improves the freshness of 
the older wines. The label 
on this blanc de blancs, 
Mag 14, indicates that the 
base wines were from 

the 2014 vintage, supple- 
mented by the wines in 
magnum. The result is a 
creamy, vivacious, fine-tex- 
tured blanc de blancs that is 
stony and resonant. 


Huré Fréres Champagne 
Brut Invitation NV, $56: 

I first tried Huré a few 
years ago at Le Coucou in 
New York and have been 
intrigued ever since by 
these rich, energetic Cham- 


Family 
Owned and Run 
Since 1932 


a pour and a fizz 


pagnes. Invitation is the 
entry-level brut, 40% pinot 
meunier, 40% pinot noir 
and 20% chardonnay. It is 
savory, dry and refreshing, 
with underlying sugges- 
tions of red fruit flavors. 


Louis Roederer Champagne 
Brut Collection 242, $65: 
Champagne house Louis 
Roederer recently changed 
its entry-level, nonvintage 
bottle. What used to be 
called Brut Premier is now 
Collection 242, with the 
number appended indicat- 
ing the number of blends 

it has produced since the 
house was founded in 1776. 
Not only did Roederer 
change the name, it altered 
its method for making the 
wine. In 2012, it established 
what it calls a perpetual 
reserve, a little like a sherry 
solera in which new wine 

is added to the reserve each 
year, theoretically growing 
in complexity over time. 

To make the Champagne, 
wine from the perpet- 

ual reserve, stored in steel 
vats, is blended with wine 
from a base vintage, in this 
case 2017, along with other 
reserve wines stored in oak. 
The result is a lovely, lacy 
Champagne of great fresh- 
ness, energy and finesse. 
It’s a little more expensive 
than Brut Premier, but it is 
superb. 


Ruppert-Leroy Champagne 
11, 12,13... Brut Nature NV 
$67: Ruppert-Leroy is a 
tiny husband-and-wife 
producer of natural Cham- 
pagnes, also in the Cote des 
Bar. They farm biodynam- 
ically and add nothing to 
the wine, not even sulfur 
dioxide, the widely used 
preservative and antiox- 
idant. Like the Roederer, 
this Champagne is made 
using a solera system. It 
was started in 2011 and 
wine has been added each 
year since; hence the name 
11, 12, 13 .... This bottle, half 
pinot noir, half chardon- 
nay, is lean, pure, focused 
and refreshing, with savory 
saline, citrus and herbal 
flavors. 


One of the 
LARGEST 
Italian 


Specialty 
RY tad On 


D&D Market is just minutes from Hartford, Newington, Rocky Hill, 
Cromwell, Glastonbury and West Hartford. Come Check Us Out! 





@ 


Mon-Thurs, *Friday, 


8:30am-7pm 


Holiday Hours 
Saturday, 
December 27-30", December 31%, .\, January 1%, oi January 2", 
8:30am-5pm % > CLOSED “> 





fy 


Sunday, Regular Hours 
Resume 


CLOSED January 3", 2022 


Happy New Year! 





Fresh Ground Chuck - 5 lb. lots 


Fresh Ground Lean Sirloin - 5 |b. lots 
D&D Market's Meatball Mix (Ground Beef, Veal & Pork) - 5 lb. lots 


PRIME Sirloin Steaks 
PRIME Petite Sirloin Steaks 
PRIME Sirloin Cap 


Boneless Pork Center Loin Chop 
Bell & Evans Boneless & Skinless Extra Clean Chicken Breasts Bag - 10 lb. avg. bag 
Bell & Evans Boneless Skinless Extra Clean Chicken Thighs - 5 lb. bag 


Ground Chicken 


$2.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$9.99/lb. 
$10.99/Ib. 
$8.99/lb. 
$3.99/lb. 
$5.99/lb. 
$3.99)": 
$2.99/lb. 





Sclafani Imported Hand Picked Tomatoes (28 oz.) 


Bellino Imported Instant Polenta (17.8 02.) 

Cento Roman Artichokes with the Stem (19.6 oz) 
Sclafani Imported Aborio Rice (2 lb. box) 

Sclafani Imported Lady Fingers or Amaretti (7 02.) 


Gift Certificates make a great gift for anyone you missed 


Fresh Eggplant 

Romaine Hearts (pkg.) 
Cauliflower (cello head) 
Cubanel Italian Frying Peppers 
Sweet Onions 

Navel Oranges 


99¢/Ib. 
$3.99 ea. 
$2.29 ea. 
$1.99/lb. 
$1.49/lb. 

2 For $1.00 


All Holiday Figs, Ceci, Fava, Nuts are in 





Honey Garlic Roasted Chicken Legs 


Shrimp and Pea Risotto 
Stromboli Stuffed Breads 
Our Fried Eggplant Cutlets 


D&D Market's Freshly Made All Purpose Dough (1 |b.) 


$5.99/lb. 
$8.99/lb. 
$7.99 ea. 
$9.99/Ib. 
$1.99 ea. 


Taking Holiday Orders 





Sclafani Boccini or Scamorza Provolone Balls 
Imported Parma Prosciutto Shanks-Great for Soups 
Silano Imported Marinated Anchovy Fillets (8 oz.) 
Jacobo Provolone Cheese (sliced or chunk) 


$7.99/lb. 
$6.99/lb. 
$7.99 ea. 
$3.99/lb. 


Taking Holiday Orders 





Prices effective 


* Not Responsible for Typographical Errors 


Week of December 30, 2021 - January 5, 2022 
675 Wolcott Hill Rd. ¢ Wethersfield ¢ (860) 785-8998 


STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday (8:30am-7pm) 
Saturday (8:30am-6pm), Sunday (8:30am-2pm) 





4 Hartford Courant | Section 4 | Thursday, December 30, 2021 


i. 


* 
ee 


pce 


La Te 


Pad 





A pan of hearty lasagna Bolognese from Anthony Bourdain’s “Appetites: A Cookbook.” KIRK MCKOY/LOS ANGELES TIMES 





A COMPLETE 


MEAL IN ITSELF 


A pan of lasagna will please everyone at your dinner table 


By Julie Giuffrida 


Los Angeles Times 


asagna is one of those 

dishes best eaten a day 

or more after it is made, 

so the flavors have a 
chance to marry and the compo- 
nents can bond more firmly. That 
can be quite helpful at this time 
of year, when we are perhaps a 
bit burned out from all of that 
holiday cooking. 

A complete meal in itself, no 
sides are necessary with lasagna, 
though a green salad can adda 
welcome crunch factor. Lasagna 
is easily adaptable for vegetari- 
ans and can be made with gluten- 
free lasagna noodles for those 
who do not eat wheat. Want to 
cut down on dishes, too? No-boil 
lasagna noodles reduce prepara- 
tion time and pot washing. 

Classic lasagna Bolognese 
uses a ragu — slow-cooked meat 
sauce — rather than ground beef 
simmered in marinara, anda 
bechamel in place of the layers 
of ricotta and mozzarella that 
we are accustomed to here in 
America. Although you can’t 
taste it, Anthony Bourdain’s 
ragu includes chicken liver for 
even more richness and depth 
of flavor. His lasagna Bolognese 
also uses no-boil lasagna noodles 
for easier assembly. 

Lorenza Munoz makes a vege- 
tarian Mexican lasagna using 
popular Mexican ingredients 
such as rajas — strips of poblano 
chile sauteed with onions — 
in place of the meat and her 
own blend of sour cream and 
cotija cheese to make “Mexican 
ricotta.” 

Packed with fresh spinach, 
portobello mushrooms, arti- 
chokes and gooey mozzarella, 
Cafe Roka’s artichoke and porto- 
bello mushroom lasagna is all 
about a hearty texture. 

Most people wouldn’t guess it 
is vegetarian. 

Spend a few hours making it — 
or any of these delicious lasagna 
recipes — and you'll have many 
meals’ worth of heat-and-eat 
dinners on hand. 


Mexican lasagna 


Time: 1 hour 20 minutes 

Makes: 8 to 12 servings 

8 poblano chiles 

3 tablespoons olive oil, divided 

¥% onion, cut into rounds 

1 cup corn kernels 

1 chopped garlic clove 

1 cup tomato sauce 

1 cup vegetable broth 

1 (8-ounce) container sour cream 


15 ounces (142 10-ounce packages) cotija cheese, 


divided 
9 pieces oven-ready lasagna 


6 ounces quesadilla cheese (2 of a12-ounce 


package), shredded 


1. Prepare the chiles: Roast the chiles under the 


Cafe Roka’s artichoke 
and portobello 
mushroom lasagna 


Time: 2 hours 

Makes: 10 to 12 servings 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

1 large onion, medium dice 

1 pound portobello mushrooms, 
medium dice 

1 pound coarsely chopped spinach 
¥% cup dry white wine 

4 cloves garlic, minced 

1 (14-ounce) can artichokes 
(packed in water), drained and 
coarsely chopped 

Salt and pepper 

Ys, cup (V2 stick) butter 

Ys, cup flour 

4% cups milk 

1% cups grated Parmesan cheese 
1 (14-ounce) can diced tomatoes, 
drained 

Ground nutmeg 

1 (9-ounce) box oven-ready lasagna 
sheets (no-boil style) 

1 pound grated whole milk 
mozzarella 

1. Bring a large pot of water to boil 
to blanch the spinach. 

2. Meanwhile, heat a large skillet 
over medium-high heat until hot, 
then add the olive oil and the onion. 
Cook the onion, stirring frequently, 
until the onion starts to soften, 3 
to 5 minutes. Increase the heat 

to high, stir in the mushrooms 

and continue cooking, stirring 
occasionally, until any of the liquid 
released from the mushrooms has 


broiler or over a Stove-top burner until the skin is 
charred on all sides. Peel the skin and seed the 


chiles, then cut lengthwise into long strips. 


2. Heat the oven to 375 degrees. 


3. In alarge saute pan, heat 2 tablespoons oil 
over medium-high heat. Add the onions and 
cook, stirring frequently, until softened, about 5 
minutes. Stir in the corn and chile strips, reduce 
the heat to low and continue to cook until the 
corn and chiles are warmed through. Remove 


from heat and set aside. 


4.Inamedium saucepan, heat the remaining 
tablespoon of oil over medium-high heat. Add 
the garlic and cook until aromatic, about 1 


set aside. 


minute. Add the tomato sauce and vegetable 
broth and heat until hot. Remove from heat and 


5.Ina food processor, combine the sour cream 
with *4 of the cotija cheese and blend until 
creamy but lumpy. (This can also be done by 
hand in a large bowl using the back of a spoon.) 
6. Line base of 13-by-9-inch baking or casserole 
dish with 3 lasagna noodles. Add 2 of corn-chile 
mixture, distributing evenly over the noodles. 
Dollop % of the sour cream-cotija mixture over 
the corn and chiles. Place 3 more noodles in the 


evaporated, 8 to 10 minutes. 

3. While the mushrooms are 
cooking, blanch the spinach: 
Add the spinach, in batches, to 
the boiling water and cook until 
the spinach softens and turns 

a bright green, 30 seconds to 1 
minute. Transfer the spinach ina 
large bowl of ice water to stop the 
cooking. Repeat until all the spinach 
is blanched. Drain the spinach and 
wrap it in a large kitchen towel, 
squeezing the towel to drain the 
spinach of any excess moisture. 

4. When the liquid from the 
mushrooms has evaporated, add 
the white wine, stirring to scrape 
any flavoring from the bottom 

of the pan. Add the garlic and 
artichokes, stirring until completely 
combined. Taste the mixture, 

and add % teaspoon salt and 2 
teaspoon pepper, or season as 
desired. Stir in the spinach, then 
taste and season again if needed. 
Remove from heat and set aside. 
5. Make the tomato-bechamel 
sauce: In a medium, heavy-bottom 
saucepan, melt butter over 
medium-high heat. When butter is 
foamy, whisk in flour. Slowly whisk 
in the milk and cook over medium 
heat, whisking frequently, until 

the mixture begins to thicken and 
take on a sauce-like consistency, 
10 to 12 minutes. Slowly stir in 

the Parmesan cheese, and when 
the cheese is melted, stir in the 
tomatoes. Taste the sauce, adding 
34, teaspoon salt and % teaspoon 
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pepper, along with a pinch of 
nutmeg, or season as desired. 

6. Heat the oven to 350 degrees 
and assemble the lasagna: On the 
bottom of a 13-by 9-inch baking 
dish, ladle about 1 cup of the 
tomato-bechamel sauce. Cover 
the sauce with a single layer of 
lasagna noodles. Sprinkle % of the 
vegetable mixture over the noodles, 
then ladle over another cup of the 
sauce. Top the sauce with % of the 
grated mozzarella. Repeat with the 
noodles, vegetables, sauce and 
mozzarella until you have 4 layers. 
(If you have more than one cup of 
sauce left when assembling the 
fourth layer, go ahead and pour all 
the remaining sauce with that layer 
before sprinkling over the last of the 
mozzarella cheese.) The dish can be 
assembled up to this point, covered 
with plastic wrap and refrigerated 
up to a day before baking; remove 
the plastic wrap and leave the 
lasagna out at room temperature 
while heating the oven before 
continuing with the next step. 

7. Cover baking dish with foil and 
place dish on rimmed baking sheet 
to catch any drippings. Bake the 
lasagna for 45 minutes. Increase 
the temperature to 450 degrees, 
remove the foil from the lasagna 
and continue baking until the top 

is lightly browned, 8 to 12 minutes. 
Remove and cool slightly on a rack 
for 20 minutes before serving. 

— By Noelle Carter; adapted from 
Cafe Roka in Bisbee, Arizona 
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pan, and repeat with the remaining corn-chile 
mixture and sour cream-cotija mix. 


7. Place the 3 remaining noodles in the pan. 


Sprinkle the shredded quesadilla cheese and 
remaining cotija cheese over the noodles. Using 
a spoon, drizzle the thinned tomato sauce evenly 
over the noodles in the dish. 

8. Cover the dish with foil and bake the lasagna 
for 30 minutes. Remove the foil and continue to 
bake until the cheese is melted and golden, an 
additional 10 to 15 minutes. 

— By Lorenza Munoz 


Anthony Bourdain’s 
lasagna Bolognese 


Time: 4 hours 
Makes: 12 to 16 servings 


Bechamel sauce 

6 tablespoons butter 

6 tablespoons flour 

1 quart milk 

Salt and pepper 

Pinch freshly ground nutmeg, 
optional 

1.Inamedium, heavy-bottom 
saucepan, heat the butter over 
medium heat until it foams and 
subsides. Whisk in the flour and 
stir it well using a wooden spoon, 
incorporating it into the butter until 
a dry paste forms (a roux). Reduce 
the heat and continue to cook 

and stir, taking care not to let the 
mixture brown. 

2. Meanwhile, in a large saucepan, 
bring the milk to a simmer, then 
gradually whisk it into the pan with 
the roux, continuing to whisk until 
the mixture is smooth. Season 
with 2 teaspoon salt anda pinch 
of pepper, or to taste, along with 
the nutmeg, if using. Continue 

to cook over medium-low heat, 
stirring regularly, until the sauce is 
thick enough to coat the back of a 
wooden spoon, about 10 minutes. 
This makes about 4 cups bechamel. 


Lasagna Bolognese 

3 tablespoons olive oil, divided 

1 large white or yellow onion, finely 
chopped 

2 large or 3 medium carrots, finely 
chopped 

3 ribs celery, finely chopped 

4 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

¥ teaspoon fresh thyme leaves 
Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

¥2 pound chicken livers, trimmed of 
connective tissue and fat and finely 
chopped 

34, 9ouNd ground beef chuck 

34, 00uNnd ground veal 

34, 0ouNnd ground pork 

34, Culp tomato paste (about 6 
ounces) 

1cup Vermentino, Trebbiano or 
other Tuscan white wine 

1% cups milk 

2 bay leaves 

About 1 pound dry, flat lasagna 
noodles 

4 cups bechamel sauce 

%,, cup finely grated Parmigiano- 
Reggiano cheese 

6 ounces fresh mozzarella cheese, 
thinly sliced 

1. To make the Bolognese sauce, 
inamedium, heavy-bottom 

pot, heat 2 tablespoons oil over 
medium-high heat. Add the onion, 
carrots, celery, garlic and thyme 
and season with 2 teaspoon salt 
and several grinds of pepper, or 

to taste. Cook, stirring regularly 
using a wooden spoon, until the 
vegetables are tender and have 
released their juices, 7 to 9 minutes. 
Stir in the livers and cook over high 
heat for 2 minutes, then add the 
beef, veal and pork, stirring and 
breaking up over high heat. Season 
with 1 teaspoon salt and several 
grinds pepper, or to taste. Continue 
to cook over high heat until the 
meat is brown, stirring regularly and 
scraping the bottom of the pan as 
necessary to keep the meat and 
vegetables from scorching. 

2. Once the meat is browned, stir 
in the tomato paste over medium 
heat. Cook for about 20 minutes, 
stirring regularly, to marry the 
flavors. Add the wine, bring to a boil 
and cook until the wine is reduced 
by half, then add the milk and bay 
leaves and bring to a boil. Reduce 
the heat to a simmer and cook for 
1% to 2 hours, stirring occasionally. 
You may need to add a bit of water 
(or chicken or veal stock, if you have 
it) to thin the sauce if it thickens 
too much. 

3. Taste the sauce and season with 
1 teaspoon salt and several grinds of 
pepper, or as needed. Remove from 
heat and stir to release the steam 
and allow it to cool slightly. Skim 
the fat off the top with a ladle and 
discard. 

4.Heat the oven to 350 degrees. 
5. Coat the inside of a 13-inch by 
9-inch (or similar size) baking dish 
with the remaining tablespoon oil. 
Cover the bottom of the dish with 
a layer of bechamel. Sprinkle over 
some grated cheese, then top with 
a layer of noodles. Top the noodles 
with a layer of Bolognese sauce, and 
repeat with the bechamel, grated 
cheese, noodles and Bolognese 
until the pan is filled to the top. 

The top layer should be Bolognese, 
dotted with bechamel, with thin 
slices of mozzarella laid across the 
top. 

6. Place the baking dish ona 
foil-lined sheet pan and bake in the 
oven until the lasagna is browned 
on top and beginning to bubble, 
about 50 minutes. Remove and set 
aside to cool. If you must serve it 
the day you’ve made it, set it aside 
to rest for 15 minutes before slicing. 
For best results, allow the lasagna 
to cool completely and refrigerate 
overnight. The next day, reheat at 
350 degrees, covered loosely with 
foil, until bubbling. Remove from 
heat and rest 20 minutes before 
serving. 

— Adapted from a recipe in 
“Appetites: A Cookbook” by 
Anthony Bourdain 


